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Department of Ju*tice« 

J At ten. Mr, 0* Edgar Hoover, 


beat u* w* 


Dear Ifr. Hoorsr* 


a ,. !*TnpMATinN CONTAINED 

J1 /_L ,.u vuien -- 

:IN IS UNCLASSIFIED, . 


' 7-J- U _ET 


3 «PP**d*d artlcl* iu yrlntsd ia «*«)«*» T« rk Hi las** af *u 

r\f^ ieptwrter 22, 1940 and if baa ad an prevail facta «aheuld be of vital importance te < 

I 

i 

War Department a* wall, as to that af ether nations now controlled 07 insane dictate: 

If ,as the anther states,the teleforce has seen perfected by Hkola^eelat4 
^ weald he a measure of fereeightednees te insure hie constant guarding against hie b< 



noleetod ,poeeibly kidnapped and. tortured,by alien aaeraiea for the purpose of eeisii 

N . 

the eeeret cf each an invaluable inetn—wrf cf war and/or defense 

^ The foregoing is offered Just in ease the article and its inferences have no 

> horn called tc pour attention* 
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Tory truly yen 









“Death Ray” for Plane* 

Nikola, ^Tesla, one of tha truly 
rroat in>iintor* who celebrated hl» 
•ighty-foirth birthday on July 10, 
tell! tha| writer that ha standi 
rea.dy to'idtvulge to tha United 
State# Oovarnniant the secret of hU 
“teleforce," with which, ha said, 
airplane motor* would ba melted at 
a dletanoe of 250 miles, so that an 
invisible Chinese Wall of Defense 
would be built around tha eountry 
against any attempted attack by an 
enemy air force, no matter bow 
large. 

This “teleforce, M he said, if bated 
on an entirely new principle of 
physics that “no one has ever 
dreamed about,*' different from the 
principle embodied in hie inventions 
relating to the transmission of elec¬ 
trical power from a distance, for 
which he has received a number of 
basio patents. This new type of 
force, Mr. Tesla said, would oper¬ 
ate through a beam one one-hun¬ 
dred-millionth of a square oenti- 
meter in diameter, and could be 
generated fron? a special plant that 
would cost no more than $2,000,000 
and would take only about three 
months to construct. 

A dozen such plants, located at 
strategic points along the coast, ac¬ 
cording to Mr. Tesla, would be 
enough to defend the oountry 
against all possible aerial attack. 
Ths beam wopld melt any engine, 
whether Diesel or gasoline-driven, 
and would also ignite the explosives 
aboard any bomber. No possible 
defense against it could be devised, 
he asserts, as the beam wpftyl he 
all-penetrating. 

High Vacuum Eliminated 


producing “eery 
electrical force”; the third 
for amplifying this 
the fourth is % new 
tremen- 


method for producing “a 
dous eleetrioal repelling 


This would be the projector, or 
gun, of the system. The voltage 
for propelling the beam to lte objec¬ 
tive, according to the inventor, 
will attain a potential of 60,000,000 
volts. f 

With this enormous voltage, he 
•aid, microscopic electrical parti¬ 
cles of matter will be catapulted on 
their nhssion of defensive, deetruc- 
tion. He has been working on this 
invention, he added, for many years 
and has recently made a number of 
improvements in it. - 

Mr. Tesla makes ons important* 
stipulation. Should the government 
decide to take up his offer he would 
go to work at once, but they would 
have to trust him. He would suf¬ 
fer “no Interference from experts. M 

In ordinary times euch a condi¬ 
tion would very likely interpose an 
insuperable obstacle. But times be¬ 
ing what they are, and with the 
nation getting ready to sptend bil¬ 
lions for national defense, at the 
same time taking in consideration 
the reputation of Mr. Tesla as an 
inventor who always was many 
years ahead of his time, the ques¬ 
tion arise* whether it may not be 
advisable to take Mr. Tesla at his 
word and commission him to go 
ahead with the ednstruction of his 
teleforce plant. 

fuch a Device 


The beam, he statee L 
new inventions, two of which al¬ 
ready have been tested. Ohe of 
thass Is a method and apparatus 


’Invaluable* 1 

After all, $2,000,000 would be rela¬ 
tively a very small sum compared 
with what is at stake. If Mr. Tesla 
really fulfills his promise the re¬ 
sult achieved would be truly stag¬ 
gering. Not only would it save bil¬ 
lions now planned for air defense, 
by making the country absolutely 
impregnable against any air attack, 
but it would also save many more 
billions in property that would 
otherwise be surely destroyed no 
matter how strong the defenses are 
as witness current events in Eng¬ 
land. 

Take, for example, the Panama 
Canal. No matter how strong tha 
defenses, a suicide squadron of dive 
bombers, according to some ex¬ 
perts, might succeed In getting 
through and cause such damage 
that would make the Canal un¬ 
usable, In which cut our Navy 
might find Itself bottled up. 
Considering the probabilities in . 

Vis JX" chance# were 

100,000 to 1 against Mr. Tesla the 
odds would still be largely In favor 
it a chance on spending 

$3,000.000. in the opinion of the 
writer, who has known Mr. Tesla 
far many years and can testify that 

ni t __ r ._ rn , {*• still retains full Intellectual 

« n jjf or thm authorities in charge of 
, inv^ve. fouPfSWuMg the national defense should 
at once look into the matter. The 
sum is insignificant compared with 
the m a gn i t ude of th# 


LATE 


IN IS UNCLASSIFIED. 


/ 


o 


0 


2337 '! 


/ ,• ******* ,.3bb^i \ ***» u ** 

INDEXED 


Z eiah to MlaMMlidgt 
latter dated teptaaber 24, 1940, 




ef your 
-r with lte 


.. 


y fcw MsrtMj aal internet $m WUctaf 

this information to ay attention or* indeed 
appreciated, and you nay ba aaaurad your latter 
viU receive appropriate canal deration. 


Kneerely 


Jeto ISgar 


:V L INFORMATION CONTAINED 
1 "iFFIN IS UNCLASSIFIED • 

ViT jyt-P 


(| COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
O MAILED 

■ * OCT 1 1940 ★ 

P M. 

/ Atfli'Ai. i.f v AT,v, 

^ L, S. lE^ARi MtN i *)\ f - 






-1 ') 


V/ 


Hr- Tol^o 


Hr, E A. 


t! i Lir^TjC^T 6F Jltf.'iLl 


^ ^eo/tor/'MS 



HHnv'*'*.’' 


JAiyr2 


1943 


T^'XTYrt 


1-12-43 


ll-0< PM 


ID ifi: 
./OND1 

nf r i 


SEARCH OE MIKOLA TEi 
NDER ABOVE HEADING TO 


BUREAU 


THAT TESLA DIE 
STATED IN 


FBI NYC 
BIRECTOR 
VEST 

UNSUBS - EQUIPMENT, EXPERIMENTS AND 

CEASED, -NMR ESPI ONAGE - M. BETEL, 

FROM THIS OFFICfBATED JAN NINE LAST. INQUIRY DEVELOPS 
JAN EIGHT, RATHER THAN THURSDAY, JAN SEVEN, AS 
REFERENCE TELETYPE. ON THE NIGHT OF JAN EIGHT, $AVA#*OSANOVICH, GEORG: 

KCLARK, AND KENNETH^BWEEZEY VISITED TESLA-S HOTEL WITb A’REPRESENTATIVE 
OF SHAU WALKER CO. IN ORDER TO OPEN THE SAFE IN THE ROOM OF TESLA. 
KOSANOVICH LATER REPORTED TO WALTER GORSUCH, OFFICE OF ALIEN PROPERTY 
CUSTODIAN, NYC, THAT HE WENT INTO THE ROOM IN ORDER TO SEARCH FOR A 
WILL OF TESU. KOSANOVICH AND THE OTHERS MADE THE SEARCH OF THE SAFE 
IN THE PRESENCE OF THREE ASST MANAGERS OF HOTEL NEW YORKER AS WELL AS 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE YUGOSLAVIAN CONSULATE, IDENTITIES OF LATTER NOT 
YET KNOWN. AFTER THE SAFE WAS OPENED, SWEE2EY, TOOK FROM THE SAFE A 
BOOK CONTAINING TESTIMONIALS SENT TO TESLA ON THE OCCASION OF HIS SEVE 
TY FIFTH BIRTHDAY. THIS BOOK WAS ARRANGED FOR TESLA BY SWEEZEY. 
KOSANOVICH TOOK FROM THE ROOM THREE PICTURES OF TESU, TWO BEING EN- 
URGED NEWSPAPER PICTUREX. ACCORDING TO MANAGERS OF HOTEL AND KOSANO¬ 
VICH HIMSELF, NOTHING ELSE WAS REMOVED FROM THE ROOM OR SAFE. THE 
SAFE WAS THEN CLOSED UN DER A NEW COMBINATION, WHICH COMBINATION IS 
NOV Iff POSSESSION OMNVHFX KOSANOVICH. ON SATURDAY AFTERNOON, JAN 
KINEykGORSUCH AND MRMK FTI2GERALD OF ALIEN PROPERTY CONTROL WENT TO 
HOTEL AND SEI2ED ALL THE PROPERTY OF TESLA, CONSISTING OF ABOUT TWO 
TRUCKLOANDS OF MATERIAL, SEALED ALL ARTICLES AND TRANSFERRED THEM TO 
THE MANH ATTA N STORAGE AND WAREHOUSE CO. NY, WHERE THEY ARE NOW LOCATED 
AT THAT MRK TIME THERE WERE ALSO IN THIS WAREHOUSE APPROXIMATELY 
THIRTY BARRELS AND BUNDLES BELONGING TO TESLA WHICH HAD BEEN THERE SINi 
ABOUT NINETEEN THIRTY FOUR. THESE HAVE ALSO BEEN SEALED AND 

ARE NOW UNDER ORDERS OF ALIEN PROPERTYCUSTODIAN. IN VIEW OF FACT TESLi 
IS A US NATURALIZED CITIZEN, ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN FEELS THAT ITS 
JURISDICTION OVER PROPERTY IS DOUBTFUL BUT NMK FEELS THAT NO OTHER 


AGENCY WILL BE ABLE 

COPIES DESTROYED. u/O t 
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GET MM TO THIS PROPERTY FOB AT LEAST TVO DATS 
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PAGE TWO 

AFTER THAT TIME IT IS POSSIBLE THAT A PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR WILL BE 
APPOINTED FOR THE PROPERTY WHO MAY TAKE THE PROPERTY!NTO HIS CUS¬ 
TODY* TESLA ALSO HAD SOME PROPERTY, MMMHX ALLEGED BY INFORMANT 
FITZGERALD IN THIS CASE, TO BE A WORKING MODEL OF AN INVENTION IN 
A SAFE DEPOSIT BOX IN GOVERNOR CLINTON HOTEL IN NY. INQUIRY SHOWS 
THAT THIS WAS PLACED HERE BY TESLA IN NINETEEN THIRTY TWO AS SECURITY 

mb rntro tfltunorn Fl/M T a do Aur r* urvrn turr wtf r r r i Afsc«t\ amts. 

• ««W4 wui-w wvj.wn iiu Wbv iaio dill 10 Ol i LL VVLU Any H U1 £.L< 

APPE ARS UNWILLING TO RELEASE THIS PROPERTY TO ANYONE AT LEAST UNTIL' 
1VBKX DEBT IS PAID, BUT THIS OFFICE WILL BE ADVISED IF ANYONE ATTEMPTS 
TO PAY BILL AND OBTAIN RROPERTY. CONCERNING TESLA HOTEL MANAGERS RE¬ 
PORT HE WAS VMIffX VERY ECCENTRIC IF NOT IK MENTALLY DERANGED DURING 
PAST TEN YEARS AND IT IS DOUBTFUL IF HE HAS CREATED ANYTHING OF VALUE 
DURING THAT TIME, ALTHOPRIOR TO THAT HE PROBABLY WAS A VERY BRILLIANT 
INVENTOR. THEREFORE, ANY NOTES OF VALUE WERE PROBABLY THOSE MADE 
PRIOR TO THAT TIME. XOSANOVICH IS A NEPHEW OF TESLA WHO DESCRIBED 
HIMSELF AS FORMERLY OUOTF YllCrtCI Atf MTNTCTPO nr ctatt nwaiirtTr iun mnu 




QUOTE POMMR PRESIDENT OF EASTERN AND CENTRAL PLANNING BOARD REP¬ 
RESENTING YUGOSLOVIA, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, POLAND AND GREECE, UNQUOTE. 

SWE EZEY I S A WRITER FOR POPULAR MECHANICS AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS WHO 

is mmn desirous of publishing a biography of tesla and therFore woulu 

LIKE TO OBTAIN CONTROL OF HIS NOTES FOR THIS WORK. CLARK IS EMPLOYED 
BY RCA AND WOULD ALSCfROVIDE STORAGE ROOM FOR TESLAS EFFECTS IN ORDER 
TO USE THEM IN WRITING A BIOGRAPHY. TESLA AT ONE TIME REPORTED TO BE 
WORKING ON EXPERIMENTS FOR YUGOSLAVIAN GOVERNMENT IN EXILE. IT IS 
DESIRED THAT BUREAU ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHETHER IT IS INTERESTED FURTHER 
IN THIS PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF TAKING CONTROL Of’ItI SUGGEST THAT,” 

IN VIEW OF FACT THAT THE NOTES AND OTHER MATERIAL WOULD BE HIGHLY TECH¬ 
NICAL IN CHARACTER AND FOR THAT REASON WM COULD NOT BE REVIEWED WT 
** EXCEPT BY A TRAINED PERSON THE OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH DEVEL¬ 


OPMENT MIGHT BE INTERESTED. 
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J ^vAlOUti. 

I Mr. 4_ 

J Mr. C*, 0t _ 

jur.oaty _ 

I Mr. Heado„ „ 

|m». UcCul-v.,_ 


UNKNOWN SUBJECTS« rxprRTMTMTc »». 

JSU, DECEASED. ESPIONAGE - M. NIKOLA t”Ila 

STANDING SCIENTISTS IN THE ELECTRICAL FIELD DIED ■^B^K 5t ~ aKs - 
.tSL*?™.™? « T ™E HOTEL NEL-yo 5 KK‘ L S£w D y“«B^fc H .*.. : i ISi 

T ?Dvr E qTY ??m' ACCORDING T0 INFORMATION FURNISHED 

EXPERIMENTS AND FORMULAE TOGETHER^!™ DESICNs'or^K^B^^^fc LAS 
V TM.T 7 F THEM ARE AMONG TESLAS PERSONALffmls aVEW^HK' 1 
TAKEN TO PRESERVE THEM OR TO KEEP TlfE? FROM riff 

w&m -r. Ri ^?i v to ™ e «* s?o R f R “ a r Li g g» ^» ? ! 

1 NG TO SPAaNuL. A DISTANT RELATIVE or rrcr a m Rl 

-AS INTENSELY DISLIKED BY TESLA IS TAKiNr* <sTFPQ 

THESE IMPORTANT OOCUMNTS AND PLANS ^PANFI £ £rf rrvJ ^^^ S£SSI0N 0F 
STRONG LIKELIHOOD TFAT KOSAnIn! S -»TM P JS gELIEVl^^MTHERE IS A 
TO THE ENPMY. v’spaSl AtufsrS F ™ IS MATERIAL AVAILABLE TO 

CELL AS MR■ KORKIN 6 t WE KPAP?|-?n? S^gfJPf »!* -'^KINGTON, AS 
THE ABOVE. SPA'iZL WA C AL C C r • ?-'fri• ’rNr L rL 1 ,v- IN WASHINGTON, CONCERING 
L 02 AD 0 . OMr nr Tur ? 5 r, T ™S ^EPnC. JC _ COMMUNICATION WITH DR r, 


oSESSION 
[HERE IS 
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KIS 
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X‘S ™ “5S i™cnicc^Sn^a?? 


ONE OF THE ADVISORS TC * VICE PRESIDENT WA’LA'^p 

Awn m?snn tai n OTA., — , -*- WALLACE 


MATTER, AND L 02 AD 0 TOLD SPANEL 
INTERESTED 7 *■' T'' ,r ' - -— - 


HE EFFECTS 


SI DENT WALLACE CONCERNING THIS 
THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS VITALLY 


sr 

70RTY tSSII“s™? KO^ OVICh"^^^ ~ 

SUM AND LABORATORY FOR* RCA^AND^^MMFTH^Wr7r\Pnr^«ifir? «f5 R SJE l^WS- 


:rald 


10 TIME 


rj Tyl?*\Z°* R ™> AND-KENNEfK^h?r 0 f ONE SIX THREE lin T - 
AF 9 T< 7 TAMrr 1 nr NY * T0 TESLAS ROOMS IN THE NEW YORKER. AND WITH 


the AsIlSTANCE'o/ TESLAS ROOMS IN THE NEW YORKER, AND WITH 

IAD INHIS ROOMS IN WHICI^EKEPT SOM^PF^ T^SaF,, JS 72 J SAFE WHICH TESL «^ 
IMPORTANT Hm ELECTRICAL R r r l LU BLE PAPERS, INCLUDING 7 ^ 
PAST MONTH, T r SlA TOLD FIT 7 ^rDATc R Tu^T , uTp S -^' S, ET CETERA » WITHIN THE 
TKS WIRELESS TRAHSMSSI- oFoFeL^CTR IcIl Pnvpp P »^ M gS^ 1H CONHECTIOM :n„ 
PERFECTED. n ^ CTRICAL POWER HAD BEENjCOMPLETED AMI^gugon 

mr ; 3 ^ t 6 ^^ r^ a - ? 1 
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. Rto /»cr^i ' 
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MEMORANDUM 


RE: UNKNPTfN S! Tt :JF 
EXF'J?.I?:FNTS AT 
OF NIKOLA. TES 

•mspio^BK" 


Mr. TolBon_ 

Mr. E.A. Tafmp 

Mr, Clegg__ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd_ 

Mr. NichoU_ 

Mr, Rosen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Carson_ 

Mr. Coffey,_ 

Mr.Hendon_ 

Mr. Kramer_ 

' r . McGuire 


Nikola Tesla, one of the v^orld's out 
the electrical field, died at his residence in 
York Gity# on January 7> 1943. In the coursexof 
many experiments with respect to the trar^s^fss 
of radio and what is commonly celled th€^*beat 
respect to the wireless transmission of electr 
beer, cni plated an8 perfected, and Tesla had also co 
revolutionary type of torpedo which ie not in 
time, 'The specifications, explanations of the basi 
of Tesla's scientific endeavors a~e reported to he 
reported to have some 80 trunks in different olaces 
miens having to do with his experiments wel 
his developments in tne safety deposit box at 

- Information ooncernirr/Tesla *s exper 

York Office by A* Ni Spanel/and Bloyc\?it 



• effects* 


JSeW York Office by A* Ni Spanel'and BloycAPit 
engineer who had been q^ite close to Tesla* E 
indicated that r.o steps have been ta_<en to pre 
or to keep tuer» from Spiling into the hands of 
Axis powers. 

>. Tesla has a distant relative by the 

intensely disliked. Kbsanovich is reported to 
of these important documents and plans* and Sp 
livelihood that Kosanovich will make such info 
On January 7, 1943, Yosanovich, accompanied try 
Museum and Laboratory for RCA# and Kenneth Ewe 
Tesla 1 s rooms at th* Vo tel New Yorker where, w 
broke into a safe in which Tesla kept some of 
important electrical formulae# designs# et cetera 

TNI 

!Ar. Spanel* in addition to reporting th 
hes also advised the headquarters of the Military 

- )CTORY | Vorkin of the Department of Justice in has 

of the advisors to Vice President Wallace. 

BUY Government was vitally interested in the e 

VNltED ** 

* |AVIKO« Sp&nel loose no time in doing; all he could 
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r<r'ioranduni f or the Director 
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The >!ew York Office was instructed to dis 
with the State’s Attorney in New Y^rk City with the 
Yosanovich into custody or a burglary charge and ob 
which Kosanovich is reported to have taken from Tes 
out thet any activities pursued by the State*s Atto 
e most secret fashion in order to avoid any public! 
inventions. The New York Office was also instructs 
Court in order that stops could be placed against t 
hir hotel and any other points, in particular, the 
have in order that no one nay enter t\+v. without a 
present and every precaution taken to preserve the secrec; 
The New York Office is to keep the-Bureau advised of all 


kespectfullv. 


J> . CVV.C. 
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ike the natter up 
possibly taking 
e various papers 
It was pointed 
d be handled in 
ij^ect to Teslas 
the Surrogate 
r «f Tes] a both in 

boxes that he ma 
.tive being 
*i inventions# 
nt«# 
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&theral Surrau of Inuratigafton 
Sniteb &tate$ Srpartnunt of Iu«tir; 
ISaahington, 8. IE. 

January 12 , 1943 

MEMORANDUM FOR J UR, LADD 



Mr. 

T O18 on_ 

Mr. 

E. A. Tan 

Mr. 

Cleee 

Mr. 

Glavin_ 
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Ladd 

Mr. 

Nichols_ 

Mr. 

Rosen 

Mr. 

Tracy 

Mr. 

Carson 

Mr. 

Coffey_ 

Mr. 

Hendon_ 

Mr. 

Kramer_ 

Mr. 

McGui re_ 

Mr. 

Harbo_ 

Mr. 

Quinn Tam 

Tele 

!. Room_ 

Mr. 

Nease 

Miss 

Beahm 
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On Friday, January 8th s Ur . I. U . C* Smith called me 
in connection ©fth the death of Ni JEoIcF^esia. He ad 
vised me that he was concerned about the possibili 
of enemy agents confiscating some of the trunks o, 

Tesla t who had died on January 7th , He understood 
the War Department was interested in this matter and 
that apparently the Alien Property Custodian's office 
was thking some action . He desired to know whether the 
Bureau would take some steps to refrain relatives of Tesla 
from taking the contents of his trunks and whether the 
Bureau would seise possession of the trunks * Ur . 
indicated that he was talking to the Alien Property Custodian 








2^-^. f. y 


HSSSgggg* 

DATE_Z = i-^_ B vigV 






£- jD.q. 






<£ ^--7' 




6L-&1-4 


S -^pt- 


< £^S^— -'/S^ r£^cT , ■^'■»u</t 


£ A< 








/ 






-4 






C^^C^L JO- 


J ^ 


M 3 









Vattsd states Dspar 
Avsnusf Washington, U # c« 


• m -+-W* 


<•• -J * " ' 

p V. * 

■ Tv , ' > 


Y/: 


***^5 * " H “ >* • 

>*?■ f. •'/- VfV-, 


'yd-i'-l'*: 




..... ... / . 

^ v*, *■* *'- 


*• war* tf jMfySl* SiwjSJo? 

■ *-it- 9BM-w4anyRiw Ss?j5«««y 


'/.ftrt 


^-. 4 W 

- ■ ' , ■. ■ 'zf?" ■ 


0 //% ten ir&frtv 


. Tolaon 

. E. A, T 53 m 

. Cle*:_ 

■ oiavi r 

. UfiC _ 

. MthcTs_ 

. Kob®ri_ 

• frac y | 

* 1 

. Jun.«* 

. K urt o 

« t'ohi- 

. ^enr.lru'^vn 

• ^uiiir. Twr_^ 

le. kcoil 

. tteaee_ 

iss Gandy_ 


/ W 

... L _ 

•. V-MUMCATIONS section 

I Bailed 8 

☆ APR 2:; 1943 P.M. 

FEC***t dllREAi; OF IKV£STfSATM)N 
S, ui iUSTiCfc 




v .-.;-*5 as ■ z&i, .... »i n.;* ' 


r* ni 

i s 


?* ■ _*.• 

jftr* 









Dictator. FBI 


Anrll 17. 1950 


SAC, Um lork 


tebnlot dated April 3 Ini. 

tm 'April 7, 1990 agnate of thta offUo latorriomd Hr. JUT* POTTS, 
Tloa piaaldont of iht Wuto atton Baro h o qo o aad Storage Oiepmy, 52nd Street 
4 7th Aranao, Baa Id A City, and at ttet tlm te. IDT® odrlaod that ttat 
nlm of kit ttm xequlred that all persona pdiltj m«mi te geodb atorad 

t? Kanbattaa first bad ta fill oat «a appropriate fexs nttiat tank tteir 
mmm, data of rialt, md r easo n for requesting a aaa a t te tha #>o*o* 


• te tha 


la a rrrlaa ai tbt flla part-mining to tha storage of tba effaete of 
WOTU tBLA, KL. POTTS jaaaalad that only am oath visit ted boon aadt by 
paraona onteldo of tha ■onagmont of Kmfaattae Stoxega ltaalf. This me 
ooeaeabm took plooa on Aauiy 26 and 27, 1943, at vfciah tint rapraaantatlr 
of tha Allan Property Custodian aada a through roriev of tha antlra of facta 


of tha TESLA aatuto. 


A' / k'O L /4 I ir 


tea HSU effocta era atorad In room JJ aad SL of Mantetton Storage 1 * 
mrsbeaaa at Street 4 7th Aroma, tear Tbifc dtp. IR. MICHAEL 03, oho 
etetod ha had boon Floor Ssperrleer for approximately 10 jfain an tha floor 
In question, itatad that ha oould raaall only tha am occooaieo Is eorly 1949 


vhar an 


ilHfiUnn wmm -** ef *>it 


Hi affoote. 




tim nmeroos photographs mra taken by tha etMLana. HU dmarlptlos of 
tba oq ilpMOt aaod meld toad to dhow that a alorofil* raprodxrtion «aa md 
of ocob of tha popart of tha daoo ao a d aeiaatlat. te. XXBO added that oarer 
•f tba groap no kin g tba axoelnaUon mra 0«8» tery Mdfama, end teeing tte 


groep mra Identified to his only aa "mCKAt ATODHITZZS*. AooonUsg to m 
CIO, no athor lsrtanot of nlcrofUsing of tha r aao rt a of tte HSU oataU h 
taten plooa also# that Use* 

It a ho old bo no tod thot tha Baraou ma lafbrmd of tha oxaainatloa ean- 
tlonod above ty Boa fork latter (with attaateeBte) dated October 17, 1949a 
mtltlad wnrans StJBJBCTj SATA KjSAMDTICHj KapoxJjmAa 4 Roooarah of VXITU 
HSU (DLacaaaod), lapionogo-k. 


cot 69-12290 


105-1391 
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Letter to Director, FBI 
IT 10S-W1 


M&. POTTS stated that no Inquiry had baan raoeived tgr Manhattan fyen 
SAVA N. DSANO'/ICHj Bdt had Manhattan informed kit) in any way, that an ex¬ 
amination of the TBSIA effect• bad baan anda by anyone. Ifa fact, added 1C.. 
POTTS, tha only correspondence relating to tfaa IKS LA. aetata haa baan in tha 
fora af hill# for storage. 

Mb. BOTES eta tad that any pereonal Inquires regarding the aetata would 
of naoaeaity ha directed to him, and to data no aueh inquirlaa hare baa n made. 

Interviewing agents explained to MR. POTTS that tha examination made, 
as mentioned above! waa not lnetigated tgr the Bureau! nor had tha Bureau taken 
part In that examination. 

Unless advised to the contrary, this investigation la being planed in 
a oloaed statue, and no further investigative notion la oontaaplatad by this 
office. CLOSED# 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Records 


^ V, s « TS n 

n UUii f U , \J t 




i) 

m 

2 ) 

i 

3) 

Jl 

4) 


Gentlemen? 

In a manner of Introduction* I Wish to state that I am wopK ing“ 
toward a degree In Electrical Engineering at the Institute of c 
Technology of the University of Minnesota. 

For several years, I have been engaged in a study of extensive 
compass ana detail concerning the researches ajsd writings of 
the late, world renowned eclentiet, Dr. Nikola/Tesla. At con¬ 
siderable expense, I have acquired an extensive collection of 
materials relating to Dr. Tesla and his works which include: 

Personal letters written by Tesla to his close friend. 

Numerous periodicals, some of which are to be found In 
only a few libraries throughout the United States. 

A few rare books which have now become "collector*s 
items". 

A collection of issued patents. 

Although the items listed are considerable In number, the spe¬ 
cific information desired is lacking. 

I understand it, because of the nature of Dr. Tesla's role 
in scientific developments, all research papers, patent 
applications, etc., were secured by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation at the time of Dr. Tesla's death in January of 
19&1. 

.i* - 

The purpose of this seizure, as described in numerous articles, 
was to determine whether these papers contained suggestions 
leading toward advancements In the field of science. 

/OO 
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Now it seems that sufficient time has elapsed for an inves¬ 
tigation of this kind. If Dr. Tesla's Estate has been released 
by the department in charge, any records that can be made 
available for examination will be welcomed. 

A letter from Harold I. Baynton, Assistant Attorney General, 
Director, 0:fice of Allen Property, informed me that the Library 
of Congress listed Certain works, writings and research studies* 
prepared by the late Dr. Tesla. However, a letter addressed 
to the Library failed to bring results as the Library "has no 
files on the researches of Tesla". 

A similar result was obtained from the Bureau of Naval Research 
and the Department of Commerce. 

I am especially interested in the research work in which Tesla 
was engaged in his later years. There are various unpublished 
works, such as a 10-page typewritten statement presented in 
1937 at a meeting of several well-known editors outlining his 
discoveries and giving a resume' of his work in the fields of 
gravity and cosmic ray research, etc. Also, Tesla prepared 
various papers, one of which was in effort to secure the Pierre 
Gutzman Prize from the Institute of France. My inquiry is in 
effort to determine whether any of these documents, as well as 
others, are at this time available. 

I will greatly appreciate any information in regard to any 
records which you may have. 
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August 26, 1952 
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/Vi Z.V^' t L ^ 

WWA&J 


Vith reference to your letter of 
August 16, 1952, our filoo dioclooo that 
tho of foe to of Mikola fool a more taken into 
custody at tho time of his death by tho 
Office of Alien Property, and not by thto 
Bureau • foaoefutntiy, you may mi oh to 


** 4 oe^m +m Ai a»^ bteo mm *•< All ^ L M A. ___ ^ * — v 

w* k/* mm vai^A 


itf bo addroooed am foil owe: ( 65 ~ 47953 ) 


Aooiotant Attorney General 
Rowland T. Ktrke 

Proctor, Office of Alton Property 
United Stateo Department of Juotice 
101 Indiana Avenue, M m f, 

Maohirngton MS, D % C. 


m cz 

o co 


< 0*3 


Sincerely youre. 


CD 


o 

-j 


,1 ? i)Ki 


e ■, 


l/ojkn Edgar Hoover 


' Erector 


C, CT! 

X 


/ 

v 


MAlLtU 40 

ftijft o 7 1957 

^OA'.y,. Cr* 


cc - J • laoiotan^ iit^Ari^ jf aen«roI (with copy 'of/ 
Rowland f, Kirks indonVha) 

Director^“Office of Alien Property 
United Stateo Department of Juotice 
101 Indiana Avenue, AT. r..™... ^ r _ 

Vothington 25, n. c, ■ - 

.... % z ilrj 
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y© reference Bureau files on correspondent 
in Minnesota .. B-22-S2.. .per ~~ - 












Office ^Aetw/undutn • united states government 


TO « MR. A. H. BEL-ICUT 


\\ r . 

! U > 


noM t » 


:h . L. L. LAUGIIL 


Lf/ 


DATE: Bay 5 , 195 : 


iobjbci: Hi KOLA TESLA (Deceased) 

INFCR'ATj on concerning 


1 1T1F0RMAT10TI CONTAINED 

—cm ic lir'f'! 



stated that he had been reading a book entitled, 
n Thjr.Prodigal Genius - The Life of Nikola Tesla' by John J . 
fi'lleill, whom described as a science writer f or a New 

r*rk newspaper {publisher - lues i.Qsfrburrc,}. in this 

book that Bureau Agents went to Tesla's roomfo^ttwing his death 
on January 7, 1943, opened his safe, examined his papers, and 
took over his personal files • said this appeared on page 

2??, stated that Tesla is the father of modern 

power engineering, being responsible for the inuention of the 
A. C. generator, motor transmission, and other electrical engineering 
feats . He inquired (1) if the pavers and works of Tesla were in 
the possession of the Bureau, and (2) if so, were they available 
for review in view of their scientific importance . 


I toiagam 

taking Tesla' s^^^^ 

check on the matter 


that the statement concerning the Bureau's a 
not seem very logical but that I would & 


The Bureau's files reflect that shortly after the death 
of Tesla in his hotel room, in New York City on January 7, 1943, 

Sava Kosanovichf a distant relative, and other >individuals 
entered his room and opened the safe, examining certain materials 
which he possessed . On January 8, 1943, Mr, L, U% C. Smith of 
the Departu ent advised Mr, Tamm, that he was concerned about the 
possibility of enemy agents confiscating s omq of the trunks of 
Tesla and apparently the Office of Alien Property Custodian was ) ^ 
taking some action regarding these effects • Since the matter ujds- r gT 
being handled by the Office of Alien Property Custodian, the Bureau 
did not make any inquiries into this situation. (65-47953,-6/ 


- It is noted also that 
dated April 16. 1948 . from 


Wijramm 


received 


letter 


Sc-47 










was interested in the life and works of Tesla. stated 

that he understood at the time of Tesla’s death the Bureau 
took his manuscripts and experiment data for national security. 
1 he Bureau on April 32, 1548, aduisedthat the effects of 
Tesla were handled b v the Office of Att^^rroperty and not by the 
FBI.(65-47953-18) 

I call ed morning and told him that it was 

the office of Alien Property and not the FBI which took over the 
effects of Tesla following his death. Accordingly, I suggested 
that might wish to communicate with the office of 

Alier^^rop^^j for further inf or mat . on concerning this matter. 

The book "Prodigal Genius - The Life of Nikola Tesla" 
is not in the 3ureau Library. A copy is being obtained from 
the Library of Congress. It will be examined to determine 
specifically the reference made to the Bureau's taking these 
pagers. At that time a determination can be made as to what 
further action should be taken. 


a vva.yjjwu 


LLL:mer 




Page 277 of the "Prodigal Genius - The Life of Nikola Tesla, 
describing Tesla’s death, contains the following statement ; 
"Operatives from the Federal Bureau of Investi gati on cane and opened 
the safe in his room and took the papers it contained, to examine 
them for a reported important secret invention of possible use 
in the war. ’’ 


Since thi3 work was published in 1944, it is not felt 
that any particular purpose would be serv ed by raising an objection 
with the publishers at this time. the individual who raised 


the question, has been set straight and, 
action is being taken • 
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Uhnd I. And.rion 
127 5cjiT*our AvLf.uc Southeast 
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 


February 3, 1954 


”• fteor.re H. ocherf f , Jr. 
±U; S-: ue ord Hoad 

a e stem,liter, Nh* >ohK 

Dear Mr. Scherff; 


re.; T:.e ’..He and work of Dr. Nike La Tesla. 

S^i* I , r * aVe -"o.nded an organization in namne and honor of 

aisoil -;! d Ki-?°-T a V'f" people CO re intimately 

a.-o 1--’-js-.d 'if n.’ J t'T- ^ 'f lifetime, and wltn others who 
.• -s—d in D. . Tv 8 i.a and ale achievements trorr. a scl°n 

* 2 '" :ilSt ^ rical Standpoint. (See enclosed brochure ) I 
nave had 8Ode difficulty locating a few of Tesla's ass^lat-s 
and, tr.e name of George Scherff is anon- * — ‘ i8soclrtt - 8 * 

Is r.y sincere nope tnat you . Mr. Sc r.erff 
as having been associated with Tesla. 


tr.e.t. Therefore, It 
are the person I seek 


ItST Jne worn of Tesla for a dumber of 

f.’ ” ,lf - • -a ' t.Caicar~y Interested in elacerating upon his 

h S v?i°h? £■'*'■«>'£ ••>!.*-teaeson radiant boat,,:' X/oZ: some 

hThi.ailo Lo-Tf°oJ S 'T.:“hh beea • 0 --*P««*te to leeate aany 
,.lh n . 01 ‘ ;SiH 3 correspondence and cianuscriots 

^ . xr. c itw cases Detained a nunoer of interesting iteus. * ’ 

I 1 T;Tw N i" V : f ;Ua; as ° on ““»»•«»•. a:.d wr.lie there 

*“ lS ' w res..a : or so .nany years during ;.is 1 .te~’:*-- e 
ee i.arix._ed w.tr great understanding. ' 


since 
It wl 



Very truly yours, 







TKlaWernatio” 

6/9 *v'> ty S!;:w. Aft 

M irvi n r api' u ic i a .. _ 


■>• * - 7 A 


To Those V.ho Are Interested in the Life cn ri v ■ 

„ 1,1 ure fif'd *orii o. 

Ph Mr:OLA ThbLA 


J 


Following the death of LiAoU ?ee\p rr . * hr . 

rohr. J , O *Ke 111 rnr.ru ^ ..A,.. “~ fi „ or *. ‘ ,ht - 


Ti *1 L j:.«- 




Mr. John J."o“Neill 7 Tor^v ^ ' ■ '■ 

presented the biography an 0l infe v *cr/. m r . 

Pi'.OriC.'.L 

Life of Li.:It. Xf _'?_a 

~ a memorable tribute to on - of ti e ;„n Cj .,. 

tire ncj.d of electric^ i >• e 1 r. ' .fr (-n - 

of NlKoia Tesla for tf.tr ;•; r • «• *‘**-\“*’ t ’ ilE L: ''gran;./ l-.-t-rr.ed 

with which ho hno von tor- - <- .or.tons ao*• vcmente 

those close’v ^T w C: " :1 ---.* r -ti f! c cl role c hvfr> 

covered a rskr^c.lo stcr^notv --g V; e • 

Tesla whose sensitive -jer: c : a' ' * v ..• r *«•£•->’ V. ’** ~ r - **‘- M *’ jc 

. .... —- 1 ------ >t r.l & fane :a Dhai-w 

The TE S LA - IL 'IL; <1: A T ’ t' ’ ‘ . ., v . 

United States in name t *V\ ■ t V“*"V ■"? 1 ;. the 

mutual interest in his life J 4 £ ^ E ‘ fc ^ — efc U.: : . £ & 

objective the pro'-ul, - * ’ •• - ^ 1 ' i>b on has its 

recognition be <r. ft dc jC’.' V- 1 * ; L a ~ G,lt • '-ola >nU: tn,.t a fu „ 

of currents of high fre r e n ^ : v f r V ; T‘ vo:;: r -r. the ffacts 

merits In the realms of ■-lv r - - 7 '*. ‘ .‘l • an - ftr his ,.cri* ve 

It would be the dutv V“ r V' : ^ on r * r - ^.r.ica* ' - ■ 

- ' - w - - o ct all : :. j * r t . 


nane of Tesla win in t-' 
great American for f/ 3 c-.- r : - , - * 

A Journal of the T ■/.?.' :■ - ... 

ring thn month of '-cv ; -~o' • ~".’C " 

historical interest 

1 ) 


* ’* ^" c:; v r **: f L::. c 


T In;/ 


^ i,ry r ar.r; Vo th! s 

iE: .. ^ 
» * 4 A . , ^ ” ' * 1 

- ur*o 


o ^ 


^ U 

’ . . < 




2 ' 


^ ) 


:■ ‘ ‘ v' V_- i 


' I-Zl-Jk Cr: 

t 3:: tn- 


i or.Tif. 1 roster ; 1 - 

organlzatu-r and y< f 7 . : ' 

Ar. Conortanlt. ( f - L •■ 
v.hrcurn the o-:-hiur. - ; 

A Conor.i).c- 6 ivc Lib.- ••- 
concerning Teslc wf- ■ . 

collections of T«sli,.n .1 ^.. . 

be of 1 cu' - r * r. r . /’J L * * -!> i .. . -ic., a I 

; c.hotarc ‘ o the rtsearc. 


•> : - 1 ^ 


f ' f -:- tf-lohiur'cV t// 
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Journal of 
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Lchnd I. Anderson 
127 Seymour Avenue Southeast 
Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 


% 


r coruary 


-953 


Dear Mr. Scr.erff, 

It was so very rewarding to receive your reply concerning Dr. Nile la 
Tesla... I nave initiated an under taking on be rut if 02 ' Tes.a because 
I .eel tnat in all right and just! 


some tr. 


_d oe do 

ne to 

to it 

t! la t 1.1 S 

narr.e 

corn s a 

A f ;re 

a t t as k 

t-t r :.a ps ^ 

out as 

os .a w* 

reci.T.' 

e .r.ore s 

1f 1 cant 


* - - w C*.1U DO v. 

pe»rt of tne .heritage of this nation, 
time goes on I relieve the num-.- 01 T 

In scientific developments. I hope you may nave an interest in 

tne organization whlcn I ..ave proposed, and -.-stab. is.ned, and I will 
De honored to nave you as a me.uoer. The organization la presently 
set up on tne oasis of loose nuving a mutual interest in Tes.a, with 
a^iree exchange of information between members. Tne first two issues 
o. tne journal 01 ‘ue c.-ganizat Icr. are ut in s ..t to \ou u^" • ■* s 
cover, an sncul: reach you in a ha. or two. 


rut e 


Some other members wnlch may lc of interest to vou are v U riei « r bus 
Dorotny S/.errltt, Kenneth Swezey and *. * . ki .nelm. Tne recent eeatx-s 
of «orm .. helix and idwin Armstrong were very unexoected, ar.d 1* Is 

•1th a groat sadness tnat I received the news ann loss of m. so two 
members. 


Do j ou Know l: nr. Lowenstlen nad a daughter? The reason J ash is 
that a woman visited Mr. O'Neill before nis meat:: and t, h , tnHt 
sr.e innerlted a great amount of Tes.iana in,:. ... r fatnor'- w.Vom I .re¬ 
sume to ok i*.r. Lowenstlen. Tnls woman was n: raid of diseasing tne 

rnrt° r ’v Ht5 ° n Ti r° aSor * or ner 7 * !g taken notion ar.d fear tnat she wou.d 
rudeuy oo- raided dy tne army. You see v r . C' N ‘hi. rt'.nl-d t n- r 
tnn.t a few army officials visit, d ;. i s ;.om. 
for information. Of course a., tn 
aroused by .esla's "Deatn-Hay" rumors, 

Journalists. well, tne result of al . his 2 
give Mr. O’ihel.l her mar* it d name - only tna 


SLrt of 

' t V - r* 


t 1 

# T ‘ > V ■» 
UJ 


; rtent 




' i. ter . w.j s 


prince no e ss, and r.oved to sort 
h-<s t;;e amount of muV rlu^ tnu 
talnly oe i .vo;*ta:it to locate n\-r 


chi-v* sti. 


Xr. 0\< 


el . 


i- r. tor or ‘ s ! n,: 
tnat s::e re fusee to 

s:.e ,:.ar *lf-d a 
City. 11* t:.? S WO.Tic . 

t: re ted, It y '-u . c err- 


_ .i'S-a 

. ouncera: 
a n-; I : t o . 


r. .. ' 7 at * on 

Sri, I 

ta i it ot lore 


I ceil eve tnat one of tar valuuoir effurts o 
wo.Id oe to cataio^ every piece or Infer;*, ti 
r/ive ria' a ooginnln^ effort a.or.a t;.is ^1;. 

too .on fj al^ collections o; fos^iana nay or .ocat^d ca r a o a-d 

«n J |^^ r A 0 t " V0:itUU ; l0£S - Tnrou,:n Vary’ a. benj^iA (of 

C T rixDnS !ri Iicw ‘ :ork) T : ‘ aV; octal rn-d a number 
. s.^ificant 1 tens ol corres.o:; oetv; a Tes a a^d : -o r -t U 

nuSp^fn Y cuj-i- s. .:.'.ie:icr w.trfSrV ffloA 

nui.DPrs in nxcoss of 70 olc-s. I s: .« t .. i0 C o..,cUo : , wm. Xi-e. 






Lctand I. Anderson 
127 Scymejr Avenue Southeast 
Minne-polis )4 Minnesota 
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' l ■ S . .• 2 2 .. 3 \ c* . - ' * r - ■ 

: J : S r ; ro r * "^-‘> 3 -. y.-s. C*cj- 's’ '? ;r o: *-‘s co-esi.o-s-.ce 

v/-r 7 ;: ;;v* — ^.-y* S ; 'vcs-' 7 '-- c^e^e 
••.'r'-; : v';?‘;p c —- s ••-•-. c ~ if; 

* r . k, r *- c A 4 - _ 

.- * - > .Ca^r, w ' • *• ' c ■- » . , 

—s^-'- vMti.-i-s : ? vc 2 ° *• c ;- <: - -•e-.cr.toes, 

t, t r ‘ * rv 5 ' ’ * ' • oc&te co:.;"'- fe?A f ° : ’ :i iCr ‘'- W;,: le * ■"-ave 

;;- s ? : ^^V, ? : - e issued tne 

- u< "*rei w&y s _- u .. *. V ' u: **- :e s : ~ hrC M:ve:ope 

V e rC H ' " o: w-: rc £tH - T -^ <* the- reon. 

■ SOV.V ;* ^* - r. ~ c ^ t.M'GUr.'.G Jt \’^v V r >»- , * ^ 

. - - - S^a or.t< r> . , . - ~ ‘ ^ ^ ci*ia 

-UC' .r.r : or tower u"i ''-l.', T • ( ‘* :o: 't to secure Mr^r.c’al 

7 '• y °- •- touot kniw' c-’i. d Lon* 

" 7 u ' ; - t 5t or- lr.tt rest Mr r-/‘ .“ J t e G * Wi * iCi ‘ 1 8 pea/.. I 

--•iOuto !t *.-.o:.,- *;.e :r.c. no- r s" c;' t: *I S : '" ; ' C; ‘ U) ’ e fc-'.d <118- 

n.t.-OUf.'. t ,'^vc written a;r. S, r ^ - ".at i r. r. as a ;.to. 

L C r 7 . fi r ► t - *, ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ O U t. t !*.! P DI*f^ CUJ*C? ('v f ;•* q < vol 

r* r, ■ . * • j ^ L v ' v t iy 

"*'* ^Id jcu ever r.ave or.e? 


rave :.ot 


- rave r.o ; r s t.. 
^-Sf: vn;.cc r.uy 

* ^ • ri , a. t\[' ^ i r ~ 

: • ‘ v , ^ 4 - r ^ 


m is>o C;.o 


• -’v:»r.i ?.s v.o r ;. i S0 "‘ e S lion 1 Meant 

X-seun in Yjros a-*^ n v; ' G at ^ tf ' s lr * honor of 
..., ... , 1 J 0 '- J -“-a ::u 3 co-tair.rd trie Tesli 


‘•-- .'.,... 0 vvr>3. J r P :c;tt ; on tn !s court, 

,s *• t. •: • ;. . *•£■ .- , r.. *.‘“7 *' ’ rt ls i-ot .'WOl. to 

; ' V r , 3 ' .c,^ •', 1 • 5r t:;3s rm.-.trv, 

• : -'■ : r o:* t - • .. • ..X. •"“> ' • r * estate uv >•( T '{je 

••■‘.ostats co;. ; L .. «.!'X 7 ' -toottr in o.-.lo. t <- *.h r ' 

• oat I or.. Xr.vover. ; v; " 77 M vV Cr - ^•• Ma . ; or u 


' ’ ~ f 


X-rary or Jonjrr-^a i r . 


. ... . ‘ o: H *’* • nr. Tos u, f c«p”...T v ..» a l” ' ^ '••o-'-'Ss ir 

- v . - r :. s i v ~ scare;, true far. . ^oeta.s nave scaped tine 

T Ou .TifiV OS ’ ;. t ■!*- r ^ + , .. . 

. . . ./i. . o.'.A I on up • a • •' n .■ ti, ^^ ‘ e * - °”ts o i' the ,T r.H A - 

^ > : ‘ 1 ‘ *" ur ' Cl wlS: ‘ tc ^9oc'.ut( ..’nurse j f wi 


Youj’s 


e talthMiiy, 
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KENNETH M.SVEZEY 


I 


! MM 5MATI0N CONTAINED 
IS UNCLASSIFIP 


"t 
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RY^ 

Edgar Hoover 



163 Milton Sty 
Brooklyn 22, 


Mr. Tolsfinlf?^* 

Hti 


June 25, 


Hr. J. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Mr. 

Mr. Ha 
Mr.lJfhr — 
Mr. Parens_ 

_ 

Tamm_ 

. 

V/mtrrrowd 

Tele. Room.. 

Mr. HolPman— 
Miss Gandy- 




Back iu 1943, the local Alien Property 
Custodian searched through belongings of the late 
electrical inventor, HikolerTesla. stored in the Manhattan 
Storage Warehouse in hew ^ork City. Tesla had been a 
naturalized American for more than fifty years, so I 
believe that the search was made on the grounds that the 
property was to be sent to Xugoslavia, through Tesla*s 
nephew and heir, Mr. Sava Kosanovic (Mr. Kosanovid had 
been Minister of State under the King’s government, later 
became Ambassador to the Onited States from the present 
government, and is now a Minister serving in Belgrade). 


According to the attorney who handled the 
Tesla estate, Mr. PhilipxMttenberg. the Alien Property 
Custodian assured hLgi that nothing had been held. I have 
a letter from the Office of Alien Property, dated March 
15, 1955, which confirms this statement. 

In gathering material to help in a 
nation-wide commemoration of Tesla's hundredth birthday 

next year-which will be participated in by leading 

scientific and engineering societies, museums, and 

universities-I have just discovered, however, that 

Tesla's solid gold Edison Medal somehow vanished during 
that search. 


C) ( 


£ 


ai 

tovic liu . 
s died 
!. Among 




As a friend who had known Tesla well 
during his last twenty years, I was with Mr. Kosanovic 
Tesla's room in the Hotel Hew Xorker on the day he 
A safe expert was called in to unlock Tesla’s safe. AAong 
its contents were several honorary degrees, a volume of 
greetings which I had gathered for him on has seventy-fifth 
birthday, a bunch of keys, and the Edison Medal. We kept 
out the book of greetings (i mentioned this at the time 
to the assistant manager of the hotel and later to a Mr. 
Gorsuch of the Alien Property Custodian’s office), but 
everything else. Including the medal and the keys, was 
replaced and the safe was loto^M.. RECORDED - 8? /&) 


Except when it 





Property Custodian, the safe was never'reopened anJ^L £t 

> /,* ■.>.- >*'^4 _ hlC/ Frw „ _ - •< 

1 hike6 Ji. mkjr/**si -5 q0 -LaI . Otof 

K JTTI !1 ^"lffl^27n955 

% 


6C J’ 



arrived in Belgrade (where Tesla’s property was to be 
installed in a special Tesla Museum) and was there opened 
by Mr. Kosanovic. According to his former secretary, both 
the bunch of keys and the medal were missing. The keys 
were later found in a tin box outside the safe; the medal 
was never found. 


I learned of the disappearance of the medal only by 
accident. Mr. Kosanovid had asked his former secretary 
to get permission from the American Institute of Electrica! 
Engineers (who gave Tesla the Medal) to have it duplicated 
This was given, but the cost, it turned out, would be abou- 
four hundred dollars. In the meantime, the Tesla Museum, 
in Jugoslavia, is quietly trying to raise the money to pay 
for it. 


The irony of this situation Is more disturbing than 
the money involved. By giving us a system which made 

electric power universally available, Tesla-probably 

more than any other one man-helped put America on top of 

the world. At the time he died, his gold Edison Medal 
was the only material evidence left of this country’s 
appreciation. That this last token should have disappearet 

-to have to be replaced by his materially poor countryme] 

overseas for whom he had done nothing—seems a tragic 

U , '..i 


»*—- s' —y' ~~ 1 —/-—- 

Johnj^’Ne.p.i', in y his biography of Tesla, states that 
FBI broke into Tesla’s safe on the day he died, and 


an article in the current (June) Coronet repeats this. I 
knov/ this isn’t true. I did hear, however, that the FBI 
somehow lent a hand to the Alien Property Custodian during 
the latter’s search in the warehouse. 


If that is so, I thought that perhaps some of your men 
might remember the conditions under which the search was 
made and therefore might have a suggestion as to what coul< 
have happened to the medal. After this long time, I have 
no hope that the medal can actually be restored, and I am 
already trying to interest Americans in making a replacemej 
. But future biographers might be spared a lot of wild guess: 
<\ and wrong blaming if some hint could be obtained as to 

' 'whether the original got lost, strayed, or stolen-and whi 

might have been responsible. 


With best regards and sincere appreciation for any hel] 
you can give. 


Sincerely, 


JcA* -- 

Kenneth M^CSwezey h f 

P.S.: I am enclosing an editorial from last month’s POWER 

magazine which outlines Tesla’s contribution to the electrJ 
power industry. 
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LOUIS N HOWtEY, EDITOR • MAY 1955 » ESTABLISHED 1382 


Power 


Strange Genius 



A sk any group of power men to name those who laid 
the foundation for today’s electrical generation and 
distribution. You’ll wind up with an impressive list— 
Edison, Brush, Thomson, Westinghouse, many others. 
But there is almost sure to be a significant omission. 

Yet this forgotten man conceived the polyphase ac mo- 
tor—still basic—and devised a suitable system of gen¬ 
eration and distribution for applying it. To grasp the 
magnitude of this contribution, we must turn back to the 
1880’s when the electrical era was being born, and the 
“battle of the systems” held sway. 

Arc lights and motors were being operated on constant- 
current series systems. Edison’s Pearl Street generating 
station had opened in 1882, supplying incandescent lamps 
and, later, dc motors on a constant-potential system. Un¬ 
der the leadership of Westinghouse and Stanley, the 
advantages of ac distribution were demonstrated. But 
there was no successful ac motor. 


In May, 1888, a young Yugo-Slav engineer, but four 
years in the United States, Tead a paper before the Amer¬ 
ican Institute of Electrical Engineers. In it he described 
a new ac system. Its heart was the induction motor with 
its basic and beautiful concept of the rotating magnetic 
field. The man was Nikola Tesla, the system he described 
was destined to sweep the field. 

With characteristic vision, George Westinghouse real¬ 
ised the fundamental importance of the polyphase ac 
system and acquired the basic patents. Its first impact on 
the general public was at the Chicago World’s Fair of 
1893. There a 2-phase generator supplied motors and 
lamps, and, through rotary converters and motor-gen- 
erators, a variety of dc equipment. 


f.;contained 

-N 13 U:;CLAS3IfTEI 

FiY- 


-tC'V 


But it remained for the Niagara Falls power project to 
demonstrate in the most dramatic way possible that poly¬ 
phase ac was the system of the future. Since 1886 when 
a charter to develop its power had been granted, the eyes 
of the world had been on Niagara. An international com¬ 
mission, beaded by Lord Kelvin, had reviewed 17 pro¬ 
posals, found none acceptable. Later, just five years after 
Tesla’s A1EE paper, it was officially decided to use the 
polyphase system. 

In August, 1895, Niagara power was delivered to the 
first industrial customer and in 1896 ac transmission to 
Buffalo, 22 miles away, was begun. By that time, the 
steam turbine had been introduced in America and the 
modern age of electric power had truly opened. 

For Nikola Tesla, these far-reaching inventions were 
but a beginning. Still to come was. brilliant work in high 
frequencies, thinking basic to much of today’s radio art. 
Yet by the time of his death in 1943, both he and his 
work had begun to slip into obscurity. Why? 

A man of dashing insights and enormous brilliance, 
Tesla was largely indifferent to the development of his 
ideas. This he left to others while he followed the lure 
of new challenges. In later years, his projects became 
more grandiose, his ways more mysterious, his pronounce¬ 
ments more Olympian. And working alone, as he did, 
he formed none of the institutional ties that help to per¬ 
petuate a record of accomplishment. 

Next year—July 10, 1956—will be the 100th anniver¬ 
sary of Nikola Teak's birth. It would be fitting for our 
engineering societies to commemorate this occasion, to 
acknowledge our debt to this strange and lonely genius 
who changed our world for the better. 
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■RECOGNITION FOR TESLA - 

e Largely thru a young American, engineer's efforts, the 

5 world today is re-scannin^jhe record and achievements of our 

inventive genius, Nikola Tesla, Of late, even the big-tirtie 
magazines have devoted space to the amazing career and fas¬ 
cinating character of the pioneering electrical wizard. 

’ The man behind this helated recognition for the one-time 
Serbian immigrant bo^jwho made millions but died almost a 
pauper is Lcland -P r''Af|ders^p head of the Tesla Society, 
which has headquarters at the University of Minnesota. 

Thru travels, correspondence and detailed research, Mr. 

Anderson has dug up many friends of the late genius and in¬ 
duced them to join in his noble work. A good.many of these 
are American-Serbians. They serve Mr. Anderson and he 
serves them, with information issue'd thru his TESLIAN pub¬ 
lication. This is, at present, a mimeographed publication issued 
monthly which casts new light on the known life and record 
of the late Dr. Tesla. 

The latest issue (March-June) informs of progress plans 
to honor Ur. J esla even more. It also presents an account of a 
fascinating editorial, “Strange Genius", by the POWER mag¬ 
azine of the powerful McGraw-Hill publishing line. This edi- INDEXED-59 
1 torial traces the introduction of Dr. Tesla's polyphase system^ s\ yn qj A 
1 described by Mr. Anderson, £s the “most tremendous event ItM - - — 2-— ^ ® 

, all engineering history ” 1 "° T CO "°* D 

Editorialis t Louis Ny^Bowler, according to the TESLIAN. ^ JbL i j 'JS5 
answers the perplexing question why, in view of Tesla's im- 
; portant -discoveries, he fell short of the comparative popularity j 

; won by Edison and Bell. Then in closing,'he suggests: ’.‘It 

would be fitting for our engineering societies, in commemora¬ 
tion of the 100th anniversary of ^Jikola Tesla's birth (July 10, 

1*956), to acknowledge our debt to this strange and lonely 
genius who changed our world for the better.". 

This appears to be just what Mr. Anderson was waiting 
, for. For now, in the same issue of his TESLIAN, he has pre¬ 

pared a form to petition Postmaster General Arthur E. Sum- 
merfield to issue a Tesla commemorative stamp ant year. 
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Office 'Memorandum • united states government 


TO 


• L. F. BOARDUAN . {/ 


noM 


A! L INFORMATION CO m TA!(!lL 


T.lit 

DATE: June 29, 1955 

Belli 
Harbo 

Uohr . 

FEPFJii IS UNCLASSIFJ""' - ' 

_ C / DATE 7-2-rt R' 

•v*]**- NIKOLA TEz * - 

l - INFORMATION CONCERNING (ESPIONAGl 


•A. E. BEI^ONtJ 

rZ 



Tbmm 
Sizoo 
• inter 
Tele. 

Hollo*.- 


Gandy 


Nikola Tesla, a natiue of Jugoslavia, was a famous electrict 
inventor who died in New York City in 1945 where he had lived for »on| 
years • In attached letter to Bureau dated 6-25-55 Kenneth M. Swesey, 
Brooklyn, New fork, advises he is gathering material to help in a 
nation-wide commemorati on of Tesla's hundredth bii-th anniversary in 
1956 . 5toeeey“relatee he was present when Tesla's safe was opened by 
friends after.his death and advises the contents were thereafter 
replaced and'then impounded by the United States Alien Property 
Custodian. Later the safe was removed to Belgrade, Yugoslavia, to be 
installed idTS Tesla Museum. Missing from Tesla's effects is a gold 
Edison medal he had been awarded. Swesey is seeking to locate the 
medal and has been ad vised by the Office of Alien Property (OAP) that 
OAP held none of Tesla's property. Swesey states he has heard the 
FBI assisted OAP in handling Tesla's effects while in storage, and 
.accordingly, he asks whether Bureau could assist him in locating the 
I Edison medal. tie^FBl's assistance to OAP Swesey mentions^ that in the 
Tesla biography ("The Prodigal Genius" - 1944) by John O'Neill it 
was stated FBI broke into Tesla's safe the day he died (1-8-43 to 
protect contents from enemy hands ), Swesey notes this same co lament 
appears in article ("The Genius Who Walked Alone") by Alfred H . Sinks 
inth^Jun^^l955^^Corone^"Swe3ey says he knows FBI did not do thi 

Bureau enter Tesla 

saf^Sa^^^^rpor^LepartmenF^^dvice it was being hand led bj 
Bureau preuiouslu aware of comment in O'Neill's book * 


_ Jn 1945 Stnke requested for his use as Author data re Bureau's 
microfilm procedure• Wae advised no such ~data available for publicati 


Enclesure^WjuOf~ 

100-2237 

cc - 1 - 65-47953 
Tioklsrs - Mr, Bird 

Mr. Belmont 
i-jMr. Boardman 
ETBtjaaA^ JV' 
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Memorandum For Ur . Boardman 


RECOUUENDATIPS : 

That the attached letter be sent to Sweaey advising Bureau 
did not participate in the handling of Tesla's effects and that the 
matter was handled by OAF . Therefore , Bureau unable to be of 
assistance} that no action be taken relative to Sinks' comment in 
"Coronet" article • 



Tickler - Bird 

r ■J'rj Bolmont 
''frr* Boardticn 




JUN 301955 

MAOXC 25 


JUH* 90, 19SS 


' information contained 

„ „ u- isONCL^SIHED/J 

• reoMye BWW~T* Tk ' 

Bt«r If*. 5 mm>/ 

ta |Mf 2#tt«r •/ Jvi/'iM. 

£???' «*••*••• «• *//*oU •/ JHflsrTetla 


29S5, «. •//«♦ > f /. 

{«.<«» aTiff ft . 

•/ Alton Proportp and nit »| *M« fcmt. 

9%ne* mo did mot pmrttotpat* (• / > 

Aeadifag •/ |fr. Tula** o/footo, mo an mmoblt to 
•mpplp tkt information pom roqnootod. 

Stneorolp pour*, 

3 1 ' **** 

RECORDED • 

INDEXED - 2 fc "7 ^ 

£2Z£*’ MlMnu/ ■* JUl 1 1955 J ^ 

A cove rmimo randum Lfiom B olmon t to-SomMnan 

Xi. P II£trj d by fT^'* JCO 0n TrTonaacJr^SitA 

xni9 outgoing mail • ■* 

-Sf 11 ! 8 °° ntaln no derogatory data- ra coopes- 

Ito^'orJirti. 0 ” 17 th,t h * *103. 


Tele. * 
Hallow 
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August 1, 1955. 


Mr. -T. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
V. T a suing ton, D.C. 


Dear u r. Hoover: 


In his book, "prodigal Genius", The Life of Hikola Te sla. Hr. -To] 
J O’Keil says, on page 277, that the F.B.I. went to Tesla’s hotel 
room, opened his steel safe and removed from it, the papers it 
contained. 


Y. T as there ever any publication of what these papers contained? I: 
so, could you inform me where I might obtain a cop 3 r of such 
publication? 

If there was no publication of the Safe’s content, after more th; 
17 years, ’would it be improper to publish them? 


T f* titp c 77 n nrihl 1 Pnf i ftn nf ■h'h c- eofof c r>r\y> +* on 4- “hi 1 4- +->1 o-pm wro-rv 

— — «-* - * w ^w*^**x'i* W-. v** w* Vi* —' h/u.i. w kV w J.A. \j \j y MU V UiiMl M HMil ' 

no particular secrets found there in, could you inform me where ! 
might learn what the safe contained? 


Any information or. this matter will be appreciated, 
fhauk you for your trouble. 



(t\ u ■ mm 


Z AUG 














ico~ 3 ?- (?X / 


Amguet 11, 1955 


"■' rvn MM 


ST- 




f JWEgjfcfiJ. 


»t., 



lfabon. „ 

, u _ 

Jfc-fcr __ 



~ r ' 

Four J«tter doted t#p**t 1, 19I5| **» 
been received, end in reipome t* **»r tno*frv f X 
voultf 1ft* ♦# «d»i«« itet *ur /fit* P*/iec# tt«t 
th* effeete •/ ft kola fe«J« *m lrt«» tide »Md#^ 
«/ter ki< death ty the Office ef A2U* Property and 
not by thie ftureatt. i 

Since xe did not participate in the handltnp 
*/ tr« Totla'o affect*, xe are unable to eunply the 
f 4/orata tton you requested. 

Sincerely year a. 


John Edgar Veover 
Sir met or 


VOTE: Bufile « r*/l*ct »»o record «n correspondont • fMi 
type of reply utilised by Internal Security Pi vision in '• 
anetoering eimtlor tnqui&m on 4/90/55. {65*47953»99) 

Cover meno from Mr, Belmont to Mr* Boardman dated 4/29/55 
eet out background of thf ( * natter xhich concerned the death 
of Teel a, a, famous electrical inventor* Sureau mas not 
involved in this matter, and the opening ef the safe ■*»- 
tioned xae done by the Office of Alien Property. 
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The G enius 
'to Walked Alone 


'J'rX 


b\ Alfred lb Si nks 

Nikola Tenia was a grejt inventor-— 
and aU o a prophet *iihuiii hono r 

C PU N TE R-J. SI MON A G E W 1 !FI IS 
s|arie3 turning early on’ the 
inuniing oT Jarujaiy'S, 1WT Anx¬ 
ious FBI agents slipped Into a n 


room 


,IrTlTic Hotel New Yorkerjvherc, 
Ltcthc nij-ht before, iLchiltubcr- 
'maid had discov ered t he body of 
Nikola 7Vsla x dea d *at 86, regard ed 
K>y many as tire grca_t£$t SfcigJUibe 
genius o f his time . 

For years, Tesla had been making 
scientific predictions So fantastic as 
to be literally out of this work]. Ol 
late he had been working — or so lie 
said—on revolutionary new weap¬ 
ons powerful enough to annihilate 
armies at a single blow. 

There was only one Tesla, and 
the story might—incredible as it 
sounded be true. T he old man's 
safe might hold these secrets, and 

JlAF, OyC; 
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t he Governm ent coni<I not risk the 
c hance u lencmy spies getting there 
first. _ 

Half hopin g to _fmd something 
which would bring a sudden and 
ilecisive end to World War II, the 
G-men bioki' open the dead man\ 
stron g b ox. If am thing ol impor¬ 
tance was discovered, it has never 
been revealed. 

Yet, their quic k action w.is jus¬ 
ti fied, lo r^ you coiild never lie sur e 
about Tesla, one of the st_ r.ni teo 
men who ever lived. Most people 
took him with a grain of sail, vt 
no serious scientist dared shrug 
away Ills claims as nonsense- N >• 
after 'Timm.is Fdison tried it and 
lY^a print'd him winin'. 

TTTr Cv7 )i Id's leading physicists 
and electrical engineers had to eat 
emu' back in the l^Sns when Tesla 
solved a problem they had thought 
impossible. That one accomplish¬ 
ment the invention of a practical 
alternating-current motor and gen¬ 
ii f» 
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Bear Senator 

-™ l v 

Th ough in Alaska temporarily wording on a nulitoi’y contract, I dtill consider myselfi 
a*5 ^^■•residont, hence it is to you ih^ I wi‘. 

During ^ days at College, I beca'na ii>tcvor*v«r! in a fp^r.inr,tin;’ fcn':'i p:\yzi.cl? 




r,o th v 


country in 


■ • i 1/ , 

* :0 -' 
;\ir> 


-at^rial V? in 


Nicol ar^Tesla, ^roffessor Tesla ernipra 
p?neve, and did some of his most origina Isidro, Tesla had a peculiar bent of mind,* 
in Ills younger days he was often called r.ad sob-whi.st, and did nob publish 
w terisively when he came to the US. Mos 4 of the o:;i 
untranslated Czech, Tesla was.however, an cut::'.-.? i.v r 
strange that upon his death, "nonr of his notes O 
an reared* ’Ipor. discussing this with a friend, 1" v;a: 
rates wore confiscated by the F?I. I canrot oonoaive- uovr 

?-‘ii electricity can in any way endanger the national safety* It seems that Mr# 
hoover ir. his zeal, had confiscated material whose- o;ily sin wan a radical approach 
to science. There is indication that mud of Vofessor Tesla’s later work ccncoraed 


v i 


'-.it-r. Itx thou,tilt it 
“o'V’oan period *-rr 


informed, uiiat nil of 'Ir. Tesla’s 


t'rrue notes on physics 


ver- novel aprroach to time theory, Naedlosj to say, it has been radical approaches 
' physics that have c-een our greatest scientific advances ir modern times, 


v: 5. Einstein, Heisenberg, et al. 


I was wondering if your office might be able to determine if those papers are 
still extant, and if so, see to it that the public has access to them* It would 
be a shame to see all of Nicolai Teslas work to have been in vain, 

71osos excuse my typing, in all the thousand > of words I typed trying to get a 
liberal education, I never did master the typewriter. 
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Honorable 
United State* Senate 
Washington, o. c. 20510 



Dear Senator 




OKIE J&&- 



Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Baker_ 

Mr. Callahan- 

*. Cleveland_ 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Gebhardi_ 

Mr. Jenkins_ 

Mr. Marshall_ 

Kfr. Miller. E.S. _ 

Mr. Soyas __. 

Mr. Thompson- 

Mr, Walters_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Baise_ 


Thia la/ to acknowledge receipt of your communication 
dated Ju ne 26th enclosing e letter from your constituent, 

who is temporarily employed in Alaska.^. 

Zn response to Inquiry, central files 

cf the Federal Bureau of Inveet^atWn indicate that the 
effects of Dr. tfikola^Tesla were impounded after his death 
by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice 
and not by the FBI. Since we did not participate in the 
handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I an unable to furnish 
the information you desire. 

X am returning your enclosure as you requested. 

Sincerely yours, 

I 

William D. ftnckelahaus 

Acting Director 

Enclosure 

1 - Portland En 
1 - Congressional 
NOTE: Bufiles 



lutile 100-, 
electrical /inv 
personal 
security 
Genius," 
safe and 


ned 



losures (2) 'W*' 

Services Office - Enclosures (2) *8/(2 

rior cordia l correspondence with Senatori 
is not identifiable in Bufile 
Tesla was a world-famous 
and at the time of his death, all of his 
d effects were believed dangerous to the count 
ell into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodic 
J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a ce 
it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearl- 
was the Office of Alien Property of the Depar J 


nd the above reply 
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forwarded in.answer to rf 
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rSDKkAL BUREAU OF II»VlSTIOATIC«f -j* /^ -;~F, »ilf»r>nniTgtfi fruTTA i M rn 

Vashlnaten. l).e. v ',^^-fnO?SS®W?P»flTAINED 


Wilhlfuttn « fl.lj. - :r 4 v ..tt)*JF? 1 r 


Dur sin/ V'.-i’-i.' v*;^ .>7 v. yr; ^ DATE HzJLl* 

- v r r* V •“ V "j- ZZSty VjJ . —< V V i 3PU££ 

• 4 _ ••' •Jr ■£' ‘"’'Vf j' ■• ^ W< c e ■'-'- u»ry^* v '*■' ” "*** ^£±.7 

5k*« MH *• *T «CC«nti»fl ’thKt MMB tlM duth « 


Mkel 


Weala, 



th* f«und«r ef Md«rn 4^ t fwtt tyiti 

„ r . *j r v ^ 1* *gT ' '*+* f i ^ ^ At -4^iA> - ■' r hi^^ ‘ ••'->. / . 4?*^ J * ^. - 


’ f .. ' J r v ” L* *V jC •' m ^Jf ,• •***' Ai P kl^ -^C- - ■ ••'**.'?. 4?^ *.-’ ‘ T flfT~^jPg^ 4 * ** 

the erlglnal Inventerof redle, ietf ^i^rable kthe^ 


cjentiTN ef the J«B. I. evened hie tafa end reeevsd filt siptrt 
•n 7 January 1943, within a few heart ef hie de«ise.Alee/mll / 
recerde ef hit wet* have been elesed end held by eur geve^-v/■ - 

■ * ■ I- r- r. • ^ a* ■» v’ ,* . *.-*■» '•‘v*' * • .i.*' '-f^T '• y'l' • 

eent tlnee hie death. 1 weuld like te knew WIT, end alet te be 
lnftreed at te H&I «*• end Is respenelble Fer keeelns the lid 
en theee recerde. X weuld alee like te knew tdiere tbey are new. 

I de beye yeu en>y a geed laugh ever the ayerent nalevlty 
ef such a request as this, but It le a rather strange eltuatlen 
te exist In a ceuntry like this, that a aan ef such genius end 
achleveaent eeuld be systeaatleally cut eut ef hlstery beekt, 
and that the facts abeut his werks eeuld be eeneeeted te «mi 
degree they have been. I wish te ebteln eeeeee te pH these eld 
recerde which have 1>e«'^eeaM' f wr' ; 

•fipreelete yeur kind censideratlen end etten^flen te thlejaapter * 
end any etelttence yeu way ears te give. ‘/&0 ™T 
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July 19, 1973 


EX-105 


..ror'.ffloncpipmto- 


WB!L 


Dear 


Your letter was received on July 16tli. In 


response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla 


were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien 


Property of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. 


Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's 


belongings, I am unable to furnish the information you 


desire. A copy of your communication and of this reply have 


been referred to the Department of Justice. 


BAILED 4 


iL 191973 


Sincerely yours, 
Q.U. Kelley, 


<2_ 


1_ rBI - l Clarence M. Kelley 

Director 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. (Bufile 100-223 
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects 
were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell intc 
unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O’Neil 
alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, 
appropriating hi* property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was 
the Office of Ayien Property of the Department which did so, and 
the above r^jalylis forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy 

of letter ref4A*ied to the Assistant Attorney General, Civil Divisio 
of the Department :.) 


_ MAIL ROOM | 


TELETYPE UNIT I 1 


(f) 

(7) 






*•' * 

r. • • 

* 

-f; 


3r- — 

■»•*: " 


«L‘ 


y • 

t 

r 

£ 

V - 


Dl^eetir 

Federal Bureau ef. fnveetlgattan 
Washing ten D.C./.F0535 

, Dear Hr. r*U V , ^ ! - 

• - - ; >./•... ;•. •• • -'- ..<• . . 

ttWd=^v ^^JtSink yeu far; yeur letter^efthe lftlii •*fc 

"“V ' , ' “i.' ;' ' r V. i»|'* 

appreciate the lnferaatlen atbeut;«*e Office *Uen>reperty «^*s£ 

end ita eennectUn ^ ‘ ^ ' ' v 

': O '^.v-i--.; . 

Bikale Tesla. In ay letter ef the 16th 


-An 



-■i&ii#* .it **'*:.■£ :- 


ply the FBI had lapeunded hie effecta^as. 1 ^vu. a^art 
0.6.?.a general part In the affair. The fact remain# thatto.'* 

.•''' ■ *• *"• ^ ‘ - -f •-■»:.■-„/.'*\ ', -*■ • * ♦ ♦ i: ': *tswr*-aV a$£>- - - ..* • 

the best ef ay kneWledge, It WAS agent# 4f the TO Hhe^U'^fe^ T: " 


fact break Inte hie eafe enly heure after hie death, end 4l j 
reneve the papers therein. Hew., In ae far as the BdXeaulpee - ' 
cennected. I wish te understand that extent. 1 4* appreciate 


**£**• 




■' .■-’*" f: -* ' ...... c • 4 , ,-^v. -• ''' -£■*_- **T\*-. * x - , * ^.r^.'u^r -^r** 

yeur referlng ay ceanunlcatlen te the appropriate persens in j ' 
the Justice Departwent* but perhaps yeu eeuld see that the 


-"•• > *r fc 1 *^ y. x^. 

V #■* > 4 'j- rS’Pis - 


:4 


abeve aentlened csnneetlen ef the Bureau eeuld be further leaked 

.... ..... r '; . ■ r.. ■ ” ■■■ *• j ■ -. • > * ‘ 4 *' " 

lnte. I an eurleus as te aha asked the Bureau te pezfere euch an 

act, whether Is was a pars an in the O.A.?, er what« and an idiat' f " 

■'- ... * .. * V. ’- '.• ->• .*-v *'■.**?*:.. ‘•--.-.i . {•■: . ■ 


' ^ ‘ r ' 4 ? \ ‘L . 


greunds they ware carried cut. and te when they were responsible* 

-‘-♦‘r ’ •. ' ' -i - . C . >>*vv ■ ■ fj,,' * 'V S;V'' « f* •■-' 

Use. te what pars an were the perlelned papers deilveredthsMS 

• • • - • 'V.... ■' ;.v^- < 

ef the agents invelved weuld be appreciated . ids te what happened 

te any ether effects ef hie* that is pre^ 




U * . 

i.i. 1 ' ■ 



« ^ c;' 



dfcd1973 


uestlen acre ably , 
____ \0&9~ j—^Cp 

answered by tiie 0.4.?. * yet If fureau agents partlej " 

they nay have dene . sc an ether, peeeeleaa^aif ^the #ersen 
epen the eafe.. we're' ’HO? 

that persetu .aparently2|HUBl'^!']Btiri^^pSt^»irM| 
lntcreating' eituatlen, IfeUlapc *“ 




^ S^' 


interesting eltuatlen. -FOBhaps «iW w(hat*>ettr ewri buHbel 




V-i- ‘.S- ■% , 
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August}, 1973 



Comp, Syif. _ 
Fil«» & Com. 


Intpectton _ 

io»*l|- 

Laborotory_ 

Plan. & Evol. 
Spot. Inv, 
Troining 
L*gal Cown, _ 

Cong. Sorv. _ 

Corr. & Crm. 

Rotoorch __ 

Pro*. Off_ 

Tolophono ftm. 
Diroctor Soc'y , 



Dear 


V. I INFORMATION CONTAINED 
\'Zm IS UNCLASSIFIED^ , 
pflTF 9-3'gto - W&T&ftk 


Tour letter, which was received on July 30th, has 
been reviewed and I would like to point out that FBI Agents were 
not involved in removal of papers from the safe of Dr. Ittkola 
Tesla, nor did we at any time have custody of his property. 

I realize there have been some written accounts 
that our Agents acquired Dr. Tesla’s belongings; however, these 
accounts are simply not true. You can be assured we were abso¬ 
lutely not responsible and there was no impersonation involved. 

Sincerely yours, 

C. M. K*ll«y 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 

NOTE: Correspondent had written in mid-July and asked about the effects 
of Dr. Tesla and he was advised that the Office of Alien Property had 
participated in removing his effects from his hotel room. A copy of his 
communication was referred to the Department of Justice. Bufiles indicate 
clearly that after Dr. Tesla’s death some relatives opened the safe in his 
hotel room with the help of a locksmith and, thereafter, the Office of 
Alien Property confiscated all of his belongings. Bufile 100-2237 mentions 
that the FBI was advised of the existence of this property; however, inasmu< 
as the Office of Alien Property was handling Dr. Tesla’s effects, the 
Bureau had absolutely no hand in the entire matter. 
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Q t rs nc 

w ^ f jl ^ 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U.S. Department of Justice 

W» -i r\ r* 

LUU V* 

Sirs: 

We recently contacted thp San -_ 

?nforL? nd 3 reVie “ ° f «>.ir «U.‘ revealed!' 
information concerning the scientist Nikold^esli 

inpounded? erS WhlCh We “ dersta " d to have teen 

Of all f fil^ C *nH d fIi f ke . a thorough investigation-' 
or all fries and materials available to vou w~ 

would greatly appreciate the correspondence # of 

any information that might be discovered. 


. . 


Thank you, 




/-/ * 


-J lj,« V. 

rr *>/>' 7v ' 

Fw*. / ' 

. . , /*-* 


S./T 
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Mr. Clarence Kelley 

Director 

F.B.I. 

M „ . ^ M 

miiningx.on, u.u. ;<rvp.3P 


Dear Mr. Kelley: 

In reply to the letter of 10 November from your office; 



I restate that I was not asking about the existence or 
non-existence of any investigative Information an Nikola 
Teaia r hut on hie technical papers seized on his death 
In 1943 and reported in the papers of that time* 


The reason given in the reply from your office, the 
seeond paragraph, as to why I sonnet get any inform¬ 
ation en Tesla's papers makes no sense In Itself or 
In reply to my inquiry. The thttd paragraph stating 
the conditions under which a search will he made 
is a clear bureaucratic circumvention of the Freedom 
of Information Act and an excuse on the part of the 

indl dual handl 1 wcr tbv r'+n\'\ • a + nff in v u a r>V Ks M 

----— w • v* "WAO. “ 

yond the drafting of a letter. Will It be the decision 
of your office to let the situation stand like this? 


As I stated in my first letter, I am following up the 
Tcola dsts. for a. ui&pazinc &rtlvl6c X ais tempt*6d to bwvc 
your reply of the l©th printed and run nationally as 
an example of how bureaucratic manoeurlng is used to 
get around the FOIA. Does the bureau need more of this 
type of publicity? 


./ 



It is disheartening to see an agency entrusted to uphold 
the law using Its resources to mock the law. 
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17 October 1975 


Freedom of Information Act Request 


Deputy Attorney General 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


O -- " 

r - r> 

Ci. 


Gentlemen: 


I am writing an article for a magazine on early twentieth 
century inventors* and want to obtain information on some 
papers o f NikoJ ^^pgla- that were seized by the FBI on his 
death inlST 7*. . , / j ,j ■ 


d by the FBI on his 


u-' // 


Tesla invented a number of electrical devices and because / 

of the war and because Tesla was born a Yugoslavian national, / 
it was probably considered a measure of preventitive safety ' / 
to hold in safekeeping papers that might have any bearing on 
national security. 

I would like to find out: 1) if the FBI still has the papers? 

2) if they do have the papers, what must be done to see them? 

3) if they do not have the papers, who does have them or what 

happened to them? _ 

/00-JZ37-4? 

I would be very grateful for your help with this. _ 


Sincerely 


PCT 241975 
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"**' I rsl.j's m.iPm 

' ^ ’NiM " ntis|s ' 

"ii in'- m\ * *: 11 x 11) vjn 
i,l<l M jiu* in. ! with- 

"Ill his .lln-l I ..It int> (III Mill, | Ill'll' 

"""I' 1 p 11" m .iks j>ii>•!• u tin,i ,,f 
mill. 111 .,1.ilrs, .i it < i,ill, ir| i ii'ii ,i|, >1 s, 
i;i i .'l u .i trr-poss r, dams , (Il( i 
t;<n« r,.uri” pi.mis, no Dies, !-, let trir 

tl lilts; nr n. III. | in,I has I- e|,,p,d 

Iiihu. till \ isii III HI .It,,mi, pour, 

I I"' <!■'!,! (.ui ltLil (lull J.ilisiin 

" 1 'Ol "J.'J i_.:' I < - L'lljm, . H ,,'M 

C'.uld fie sent in, im,i i- ih.m ,-j 
( in'l'li' yj Julies usyi win s’ h.~msc 
its power leaked a_svay lapidls 'inti, 
tl"' suit, min Im” .Itinospiii II-. l"i,;lus 
|»>wi i station mr : l,i I.i lln 

l"i"litl\ .ui,| si, .,,|i| N 

'!"■ <"") i.l tin- li„ r ssinil, | l„ dim 
■ UK J fluHri im*. 

l£s).| Mild hjs hasii _allr, n.ilin*’- 
nt JMf ms in tSSH. mil. 

— '.'JJ. ll'.II. 1 IS , )■ >ss II IK 1 S'»\. ill,- ( n SI 

lH.wci M.iiii.twTi NTii.'Ti.i r.'djs 

I'jd Imtd huill, .mil I is l Tir rnd 
,KV '- two mure Tesla c, nr,m, s 
t' "l I •<■<•>, installed. \\ itlim |,. u . 
k< "is, ll.r |t ire ,,l life ,>s < , hall ,l u . 

■'mli li.nl i Ini'^i ,| Ii,iin ,i , i .is, ] l() 

•I f.ls. " 'Ill 'j > ,|||d i| )|,|S |,| in o.iih. 

i l 111< ’ v | »'«'<j c\ <1 sj]J(’<\ 


r I- , IT his, 

<,! ' r ‘ U.i f ini* in.r-MM Tir 

tt'm.,1 lilt; r.K «-‘.7r rTi.'T’Ti ill 

•""I til. I IV i 11" ll.dlils ,,| if It* f III; I I, 

r.m: w A L!_sL.Ci | >..it 4 Itiuti ijj JS i t| 
•' 'ill.'ttr in wh.u ,s ,„ m 
1 ll”,is!.ls i.l, |,|,| SS .IS till II |>.]| | ,,| || 1( . 
t Id \,isin>. ! 11 ,||.. L ,, j ,,, 

U Inn It, w .is .ilii,m sis, Nikola 
I ' si., s l.i i lie, i lie village ,„i, s|, 

was Ir.,listened to J.„ jsll 

,l " <H ' "I (iitspic. | |, rl r, 

"" " "I' "id I'ttl- , lr,| |,is e.„ - 

, " M "ills rill ii Ills " Of Ilirsr, I,is 

I I i. 


" " ;, s ■"> "rncinr" pi.ssrn-d | n 

K, Jnnr l>nus, h.n n. ssccl in sets „f 
fom r.> spokes wliicli radiated f,,,,,, 
llic (I? i\ ( s | j; I f t. 

ml—l-. u ’ s :'_ f ! ,!il ] ' H| , ill; 
mid In nrriTs 'well! T>TTnd^Ir 7 im 17,1 

nmcli nmdin^. He read csl 'rs rhin.r 
In- < * "iliI e. ' Im li,i,ids_on A mil ,ml\ 
sn<mri; l.m .dsn reli gion. UlTiTTTT- 
pltv. Instills. literature Bv thcTl^T 
III finished I,in], srh.iol, he sv.is 
< nt in I n iu It, firim.in ,'md I i.di.m 
as well ;,s Ii is natisT Srrlio-Croar 
lit L’tit his srhmrlini; -thr- l>,si 
Ins tinting family cmtlil .dlmd 
Cinspic, Cailst.idt. Gr.it/, tli<- ( n i_ 
vrisits ol Pi.mm- and, jin.ills .,i 
Bndajirsi \t 1 1 „ l nisnsity, |,r s.,„ 
his fust rlrrtiic iimlur, ness' (y.,,. 
(liicr l -rm ti nt allair sslmsr I,rushes 
and (111111111,1.111,rs sent nut shms'eis 
t tf ( , a< kli n*j I due sparks. 

"II we Cut rid uf tillisc I,rushes 
and n mi mu i a t. us, sviil, all that 
► ise and loss nf cnertts, wi ll has ,- 
■' nm, h I.. tier mmnr,” Nikola |,,„| 
Itis I’ti'lissnr. "Peril.ips it miylu I 
(lone ss iih an .1 1 1( j naiiitr currein " 
•Nonsense 1 * i ” li.uked the proles- 
sot \n alri-j'ti.iiint! rurrent would 
"'■'f' n, » "nt tlmi". You're noliiir 

1111 * 1H s|,„| , ,,t 2 tlionr lit s im 
'uir iiT’ 

^ uf J usl.t ( not forijri. Thr 

. f< J< s Hfli< iiTr onK st.miJK'tf flu- 
,(lr - 1 uiii< !iM\ cTn liis" In-jin. Jr i >( 

< Uiir ,113 nTis ( 'NTTfm~ _ j). l ^;,,n |„ lu 
ru.ikr .mi ;iJtri'n.il in«r riirrrm 
(l,,w ’ 1 'uuiur. In j(fJr iii.i- 

,,ir,ir ' " » li«‘v\rnl. In 1 u ivst[<vJ 

" i r}i r hjs pn it jlr jn 

i niindjKHl ;mjitn|ti„ i ,| 

fioin nif.Mirv, hr h.i,| 
r «» ^TT) 1 nr:v TnTii< niinij's 
^ i ( —-- - .1 ii<T 111 snili miniifr 

<i,f : ,iI oh, I, hr In n if > I f 

h lli]if^j hr mm! n.iin V!k‘T tiM-.’iM.H \. 

( ' >kn\i i 
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tr\ .miHlin, without ever puttin g a 
Ji nr mi pap er. 

Years la lei - from these menial 
linages alone In couId jp v e his 
workmen exact instmcunns on Ijow 
to buIU each pan of a new device, 
though it was unlike anything ever 
seen before. 

I hits, needing no drafting room 
and lew laboratory rommirmrs to 
work on an idea, Tesla could use 
every spare minute that he had to 
test and revise his theory of alter- 
na’tmj rur-mt. 

His first real j ob w as manager 
of a hrwdv organized telej>honr 
comp any in Budapest. Bui tele- 
phone circuits were dull stuff com¬ 
pared with the challenge of that 
one hi" idea. Ife movedMo Baris 
w hen- Ire became a land of mi neral 

UoitMc^TidiTlerTor tlte Continental 
i;di s< >n "Company. 

TTisI >ra in was still chi pi ring away 
at his hi" problem; hut the trouble 
was, hr cmiltTtrt share it with 
trained men who might have lu Iped 
him vs oi k. It out. For whenever he 


mentioned .ihernatm- , ljf ir (l ! to an 
eh < ti VTiT I'iniim, ifTr m m Would 
look at rim as th 
crazy. 

lW; 'tiojnrm ui AV1 i 
he knew hr had solved it } \ v u JS 
wWLin^u id) a b lend in i!„- ]\ t)XS ,j ( . 

Su<).u-ta>^ Ik* ifpp'-il 

Mj’" 1 . 111,1 '*! a lh J 'i'tim” u III, |„s 
< -me at s ene invisible j^bjei I 
the _ air. 

ce _ iL>yjLkv ri he houn d. h 
is_Lh ej_L»t atin^ magnet i( field uliji li 
tmr.e s dye nr mahin m mi n. 11 pulls 
ie m.,'.’m b jromid with if, ( ausin • 
11 m* shaft to revoke As ] om ill nr 
this switch, causing die ruueiu i<> 
flow firsi in one direr tion, thru the 
other . . T 

Never mind what Iris friend 
thought. T i sfa had the answer. 

At t hr ofTu e, fus fi illeai;urs s< oiled 
or looked blank Bui the managri. 
listening to tlie oulpouiings ot 
scientific jargon, sudden!) thought 
of h is I m >ss f rack in t he l nifrd Slates 
iniiTTr^r if some tr uth in vvhal tin* 
C'roat s,d{! l surely the famous dec - 
trical wizard would be sm.it 

enough in s(*c It. ~ ’ . 

> hr gave Tesla a Jetty., of in- 
trod u< lion to Thomas LiUfiotl and 
urged hi in to trv his lm k in Amer¬ 
ica . Tims "Tesla, now 27 ? arrived 

in New York. TTe was hanclsom* , 


OVcF six-feet I wo, with a distin¬ 
guished head and deep-set blue 
e\es His S f. iv ir face w ay broad 
across t lie t herkhonrs. jiis dark h.iii 
thick, lus chin sharp!) poimed. ( >1 
Worldly goods, hr had the clotlies 


on hisjb.u k, lout vents in cash, (he 
Irtter to f.dison, and the id ea w hich 
\'iA± Lu LiLUCC lilt: w orld. 

Kdivm jhiai^in lessjhan nothing 
ultliiL idea, li seemed so prepos¬ 
terous that he wouldn't even listen 
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,iml, „r i "Hi sr. Tcsl .1 Ii.mI »<* 

i!t. minus "ii!' "Hill m u> <" l L u "' 

X in, < lini ltnl Td i vn) .U'U A. l'"' 1 •' 

liV ll.nl -.NCrll"" 

.1' .ill rutin'll «in<l I-ili'" 11 

11 _j.ii i'JmI mtn. 

Bns\ wills t online elet u u a) work, 

1 cvi,i \\■ ■ ii(,1 m.iiK ili‘“' '■ -; 11 ' 
i , Ii.iiicc l" tin n His 
tutu .in .ii iii'il lir “ ,llKI 

,,111.1-. In ISM, "-' s :,t,lr 
... < urni^li ii i‘>nf\ l" '-<•"< 1 |1S 

]i Ij \ »i a .i 1 ut \ , H nd dir lolluwmi; 
y .n die aheinatiugHunenl motor 

'nil! imueialoii_wetc pUtULuLicah- 
■ iev _ .m a thuU ^j 

unit li pi aetieal eiminrei im; would 
Ml jl !.< nndul lt» fil da in to coni¬ 
ine n ial use. 

(> ‘ mu1 * icr 
in-.i iUi.i. ~if,7- (nsl 1" sir lin i, 

v ||r l,"iii:lli till' |>.lU HIS .mil 

r.1\i 1 rsl.i .1 j"l> .is rnuinrri m I,is 

J’i Msl mi vd‘ lai loj \ . 

Hut 1 rsl.i eouldn’1 uei ah>ne wiih 
iI k- i ii)ii'i \Vesiim;hoiisr nu;inms. 

I i i,iii his st.imlpf 'ifit, lire alternat¬ 
ion eurient jol* w ‘is tl • n i** - l- v rn 

‘sihoolbovs" cnuli! now ii«'ii out 
(|n lew irni.tiniim kinks M»m»- 
dun , lii^ bijin had si.ii 1 1 '< 1 to hateh 
{ \ in bitter 1 1 rt . 111 is. I h went 1 ru k 

!(• 1 11 s In l •< >i .! lot y in Nf" 1 1 'Is. 

~ •" Hr .demr ' Ik- oik e l uM K 
vc iciu r~w H K -1 That's the < 1 K (> 1 

II iv ini ii »n Hr ufone 


the nM of hum,mil) Harked 
his f one, those words made a 
iirmentions impression. 

ll c in turn! at rvriy scientific 
t-ruteriin dm- country and in .ill the 
inipojt.ml ( upM uls abroad. 1 hi new 
w hit h, \.s v ei, <\isud only inside 
tli.it .nii.i/iu’j. l*i ain of Ins were so 
rr ,d jo him, lie made them real 
1*. his listeners. 

IK* disc nhey] r ‘ ,(,5l> 

1 't o.ldeaslli^ an d _ e\ ni teh \ isi«>n 
}Te Tdvoiutrd elec tm- therapy . He 
foresaw a day when man would 
roiiliol naune in every respect 
txrn the weather when machines 
all kinds, and the power to run 
them, would he so t heap that po\ 
n K would vanish horn the world 
Withoul wantinu to \>< 3 I <w[a_ 
wara~M iprrrraeTiT^ YTlei liMniint! 
toTiiiJi amrM em- his wonders, iiu* 
dn ni c s w ei e i e.»d v to I »clie\ e neat l\ 
anv thinu. 

I eshi nasoned that you could 
sell elect! ic pow i i t heap if you 
I,m]d do awav with the millions ui 
poles and imulatoi s. die millions of 

tons of oippn w ii e used in transmit 
it from pla< e lo plat e I le thuuuhi 

lie knew how to do it and 1 1 

- -*• xTHiV 


tlial^s \vTi 


w hej e 


vn.it ideas .in' hoio. 


i |n\| lit W \s ]n llie^ydjs dial 
\ iollowoch 1 esla had m.nn ad^ 
mh iny acou mni unees, Tjut Jsi-liTiun 


1 IK 


Morgan h.u ked hi m w ith 530^"° 
On I one, TTI.mch Tesla built a 


.in e\ < l cut cm d his paj;UUill life 

Ills mminei U iwartl othe rs was 
< oii h.Tl~~i)ul ivse^yedj dram it, lbs 
wt■ i < 1 s Wi n ■ .is if utteayd b) some 
vod, si Mini; on an Olympus hu;h 


hui^e jx»wcr pi.ml wiili a 1 34-loot 
Steel-libbed imvn lopped bv an 
enormous junslitooin-shaped (op 
per dome. Iiom this dome he 
phi imel to bombard the earth sir i 
with millions of volts oi rlctun 
cneri;\. I he power sci added to lh( 
t .ntlds pea inanenl ehai-u- eould be- 
duined oil at some othei point 
any point on ibc eailhs surface 

I hus, it would be possible for elee- 

II it' power to be sent anywheii 

w it limit e< mduiis, pi »les or wires. ( )j 
S o he thought, until he tried ii 
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In. November. 18 73 r an- 

nuu nr r< i 11 i,K he coy U a bulbil vy a r. 

The inventor hud drsig 11 <‘< 1 a 
small, inexpensive, radio-i imtn died 
boat which, through hs supposed 
ability to destroy the biggest 1 >.i!t!t - 
ships, would make great navies use* 
less. Not many years later, he u.h 
talking of another supcr-vvcapim a 
“death rav*’ 1 wTii( h would annihi¬ 
late wTarTr* armies. 


Ve t T e sla never suspet ted (hat 
the rejl super-w eapon t,f the fniuie 
would oiiiic from aiuinii fission 
lor Tanst<’tn r s Ij.tsir nuiinii whiih 
led !<) smashing the atom, lie h id 
onK ridicule. Alone in his middle 
age, he had fallen tail of step with 
the world's threat thinker. 

Not all Tesla's later inventions 
wete fantastic. Some, like his in¬ 
duction coils and oscillators, and 
pioneer wor k on ‘’tuned ' eh c n u al 
circuits, were highK important. 

Though he never succeeded in 
transmitting power uiihout wiies 
or a big stale, lie '///prove ili.it a 
single wire is enough. \nd some ol 
his brilliant prophecies inspired the 
more plodding sciont ists to w <n k out 
the practical problems of indu< lion 
heating, radiu-tch phone, radar and 
in.iny other electronic marvels of 
today. 

But as he grew older, he with- 
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\\ tit'll he grew toil ill To go nut, 
cat h dav lie smi a \\ rsiri n 1 uion 
lliess< ngrr h i f!. r - pit 1 . \| jri teed’ 

mg the birds, lire l» »v u fv insfi u< led 
to see if am of ihrm srrnied silk 
11 so, he w as to bi m" 1 1 uni bar k r< ► 
I esj.i s loom when- [tje inventrii 
would muse them gendv bark to 
heal [ h. 

IVih.ips ihis s.id little labor of 
love sho w i tl that tin man who 
changed the world It. id, at I iM, dis- 
Covered a goal Modi fVi hups hr 
knew now that tin "ic ihm p.»un 
for t^tn >d lies not in lonrh thought 
but m a human limit pulsating 
like ins own “tim' d < iu uits"-- in 
tune vvilh the hear is ol Ins fellow- 
men. I7r did he cvn know ' You 
could never be sine abnut~Tola. 


Winnie W’ll 




I N Tin E'MtlY l f )2fh, when \\ ilish III ( hint lull had o|h mh d h«*lh Ini 

«"ii suppoi trj s aiid the }n il it i< ,il o]>pusitinn. tin Ian (.minr B< i nar ri 
Shaw him: ”1 rpc lost twn muk Iu is for lh< ]>i» 11 j 11'r*• of im new 

j>l.i\. foi vourst ll and a tin ml if .mv.” 

Bai k l>> ttir plavuiigM puai.pih i.iiik tin i!n il- i * Ij» a k- with titis 
nnit hum ’'\V i tiT iif“I ngm I .mi uii.ihk to an nd tin pumirie of 
yom in w [day. Ph asr send nn two voui In is Jm the v < unit p» i ioi mam e 

“ if anv.** —Mu 4., s-». w.. 
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•-RgCOGNTTfON FOR TESLA- 


an—a^vc 
ne of Ber- 

of Dr. 


* At long last Serbians—American and Canadian—h^ve 
acted to honor the memory and achievements of one 
Bia's greatest sons. 

For, the world-wide Centennial celebration 
NikowTeila)! birth next ^ear, Serbs on this Continent 
plan to eroct » bust statue of the electrical genius to stand 
before- the entrance of the Monastery at Liberty ville, 01. v 
- Steps looking towards that? end were taben at the redent 
SNFjc^n vent ion following the reading of aApM^r by President 

MuJd.J.I_:a f_ i_i*_ r_ rv i a «.i_ _ • 

t\auaR.uvicii xr um rue urace t Piaqpjyy^ico iai. Ml inc 
versally-renowped churchman stated" ein»eken<5nf 
monument, by Serbians, would forever remind other Serbs 
of the honor and glory of Dr. Nikola Tesla . And that he 
~wa« a SERBIAN, gQn of a SERBIAN ORTHODOX. clergy¬ 
man, born in the SERBIAN SELQof Smiljan in Lika. • 

Further, His Grace urged that the undertaking be a joint 
one and representative of ALL the Serbian brgajBhatiQjbfejn 
the United States and Canada^ He naturally looked to the SiyF 
for leadership, and the greatest monetary contribution. BuHne 
also besought the help of the Serbian Nat’I Defense and the 
Jedinstvo beneficial society. 

The Convention voted $1000 for the project and a 
hand collection was takeiuip among the delegates-and 
Quests, kinsmen MiloLwConievich of Jofcet. HL. muring 
$200. It is probable (Cat the Balance of the .needed $300&/H 
will be raised thru public good-will offerings and** 
cash gifts of the other two organizations mentioned. j 
And after a suitable bust has been erected for'Dr. Tesla, 
Bishop Nicolai suggest^^^imilar-like monument horror the 
memory of Dr. MihpiWrupin, also a world-renowned scientist, 

■wadMWlMlMMl - 


put nor and educator 


This is a subject near and dear to all good Serbian hearts- 


■ t* — o 
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f F Opens Drive for Tesla Memorial at Libertyville- 

52000 PUBLIC AID SOUGHT! 

[TTSBURGH, PA — The Serb! sary monies and complete the I li*bt in « and the amah doifced 


PITTSBURGH, PA — The Serb 
jNat’l Federation Executive Board 
acted quickly to implement a 
Convention decision to honor the 
mtatffry of the illustrious Dr. Nik- 

At its first meeting of Octo¬ 
ber 8, the Board drafted fc resolu¬ 
tion calling on all SNF members 
and good Serbians to help fi¬ 
nance a memorial project fer the 
: late scientist-inventor genius. 

This would stand before the 
1 entrance of the Monastery in 
I Libertyville, ML 

cist of the contemplated project, 
whiqn would clarion to the world 
that fcr. Tesla was a Serbian, is 
estimated at $3000. The Convention 


project in time tor the world¬ 
wide CentenniaJ | (celebration for 
the genius next year. 


North exposure wag miving. 

* M *At the suggestion of Mr. Te41a, 
a cluster of powerful incandescent^ 


Spearheading t^e movement for was put up in the comer of the 


recognition, especially atm on? 
American elements, is the 4TESIJL 


apartment and the rays, filtered 
thru blue glass, were just the right 


SOCIETY, founded by scientist) quality. The portrait was shown 
engineer Iceland Vender son, fc fanat-1 under the same Illumination, 
of U\e 


ical admirer of the late Dr. Nikola At Base for 

Tesla. ' “ 'Mr. Tesla, hav 

Mr. Anderson right now is con- problem of the artif 
ducting a search for a famous por- thinking about othc 
trait of the Serbian electrical wiz- universe, and there 1 
ard done at the turn of the century to his surroundings, 
in New York. “ 'The painter wi 


At Base for Sitting 1 

“ 'Mr. Tesla, having solved tne 
problem of the artifical bop, fell to 
thinking about other parts of the 
universe, and there he sat oblivious 


Cist of the contemplated project, in New York. “ 'The painter was able to prog 

whiA would clarion to the world . . ’ duce * likeness in which there ffl 

that hr Tesla was a Serbian, is Sce * Mbainr Portrait no evidence that the subject Wa| ; 

estimated at $3000. The Convention In his current TESLAIAN nub- conscious that anybody wa| j 
voted $1000 to the cause and a hand location, Mr. Anderson revealed the watching him, much leei Study- j 
collection among 122 delegates work, by Princess Vilma Lwoff- Inc his features from the other t 
yielded several hundred dollars, Parl 2 ghy, is missing. side of the easel, 

more. \ Reviewing developments, Mr. 41 ‘Among those who attended the 

} Kinsman Milos \Konjevich of Anderson wrote: reception were Mrs. C. B. Alex- 

Joliet, I1L, gave $2oV "On March 1 $ 1816, the Princess ander. Henry P. Davison, the 

I gave a reception ir her new studio Countless de Rittenburg and Mrs. 

Public Aid Soug ht j n New York especially to exhibit E- T. Ilham.’ ** j 

Balance of the needed sum is now her latest protrait of N J fcola Tesla. After the Princess died, in 1923, i 
joeing sought thru good-will' offer- An article in the NEW YORK her studio and all objects of art,! 
’ings of the general Serbian popu- TIMES for March 2. 1916. stated— wa* sold at huction. 


voted $1000 to the cause and a hand fixation, Mr. Anderson revealed the 
collection among 122 delegates 1 work, by Princess Vilma Lwoff- 
.ytelded several hundred dollars, ParlEghy, is missing, 
more. \ Reviewing developments, Mr. 

! Kinsman Milos \Konjevich of Anderson wrote: 

Joliet, I1L, gave $2oV "On March 1, 1916, the Princess 

I ' gave a reception ir her new studio 

i Public Aid Sought i Vau; Vnrlr tn ^vhihit 


Igce in the United States and Can- ■ 

add f 

U fund, similar to tb-e one 'be* 
|h conducted to heln defray 
Jtfitga fe cxpcrrccs on ShadeZahd, 
iwtablished. 

It h hoped to raise the necete- 


“ ‘ft was one of the beliefs Oi 
Mr. Tesla that there was some¬ 
thing untuck? fcbout posirr for a 
picture and he never fiat to anv 
before ha enter ed the stn*io nf 
the ffrincf^raffbom whi?h she 
lv>d chosen did not hrve a sky- 


The Telia portrait, J|x4* 
inches, appeared on the cover of 
TIME nn ratio* (lol? *9, XW1) 
and In the ELECTRICAL BX- 
PFRIMFNTEB 

My. Andemon says. V 

Its location is not Saw known. 
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Cadiz, O., Serb Gives $100 
For Bust Image of Inventor 
To Be Placed at Monastery 

Pittsburgh, Pa.—Half of th$43000 fund goal for a statue i 
memorial of the late Dr. Nikola~'fesla has been realized, the I 
SWF announced today. I 

| In fact, total contributions counted so far come to 

>1580. 

The Fund is an outgrowth of a plea by Bishop Nicola i 
for Serbians to do Hodot for the* 
memory of the noted electrical 
wizard during the world-wide 
Centennial celebration ptfcnned 
for the genius next year. 

In the wake el the plea, 
voiced at the receiA 7th Con¬ 
vention at Niagara Falls, Can¬ 
ada, the delegates approved a 
$1000 gift from the SNF and 
decided to raise, by public 
grant, the balance of $2000. 

A hand collection among the 
122 glass-roots leaders of the So¬ 
cial# raised another $450, Then, 


historians, writers, 
scientists, etc., would not be 
thisled, Bishop Nicolai bpKeves, 

Be that as it may, the SNPs 
goal is to amass the needed mon¬ 
ies in time to erect and dedicate 
the memorial before the Tesla 
Centennial celebration ends. 


Donors and the amounts 
their donations are as follows: 


of 


SNF $ 

Delegate M. Konjevjch 
Todor Drape* - 
Petar Borovich 


Ot » first meeting October 5, the SNF Counsel N1 
newy-elected Executive, Board of Delegate N. Stepanovich 

_, . i . .1 _ _ •• if_:_ t_!___ 


1! 


! 


the" SNF appealed to the mem¬ 
bership at large to fulfill the bal¬ 
ance required, | 

First Contribution $100 




!\tV 14 


A scant 24 hours after the ap¬ 
peal was published in the Society's 
#% Srbobran’ # organ last Wednes-, 
day, Sime Zelich of Cadiz, 0*» 1 
gave $ 100 . . [ 

The proposed memorial, a i 
statue image, would be placed be- 
| fore the entrance of the St. Sava 
Serbian Monastery in Libertyville, 

lin. * 


Maxim Jakovac 
llija Janjanin 
Lou Balta 
Jovan Vuhcevkh 
Milan KajganoVteh 
Steven RoguBa 
Bogdan DmiMch 
Milan Torhieh 
Todor Vuicicb 
Djuro Lukich 
C. Sfoisav^esith 
R. Vukadinovkh 
Tanko Mrmich - 
Petar Margvigh 
Mirko Baranin 


1000.00 

200.00 

10.00 

25.00 

<0.00 
20.00 
20.00 
10.00 
10.00. 
Hkoo 
- 11.00 
; mo 

■* 3.00 
5.00 
5,00 
- 3.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
3.00 


& 






ition *t N»*t«ra F eOe, Cl P» Cenlennwd '-•0«br*tie» end*, 
a, the delegatee approved I | ' , 

000 gift from the SN^aad | Don«» d that e^e wt e of 
dded to niee» by tmbUe , their donaU. ^e are gi lpB wrt t ■, 
int, the bahnce of $2000. j 

v hand collection among the Delegate M* Kuejfd^t 
grata- roots k«fa» of " Todor Otagkih ’ 


# 1050 ,# 

r tom 


roiriwu mmvig vi T f p" ■ 

riiiod iMtktr VV P#*r 


L first nimifti Orttfcr 1 An 1^. 

Jly-elected Executive. Board of Ddcgiti. H Stapd*o*Mi 
SNF appealed to. the menv “ Maxim. Jakoya*- v 
ship at large to fulfill the bal- l * Uija Janjadift ’ 
e required* . ^ Balta >/ 

— _ kH .. X. “ Jovan VufccovWi 

Tint Coidribobon $100 .. Milan KajtanoVkh 


iittf 


20.00 

15.00 

10.00 

tOiOO 


★ * # 

ftof. Anthonv Tomovicb 
( Edmonton, Alberta, 
Can.) 

Teta Andia Mamula 
( Pittsburgh) 


MHinko Alexich, war invalid 
(Omaha, Nebr.) 


\ scant 24 hours after t)m ap- Stevan Rogues ? 

il was published in the Society*# M Bogdan DisiM$h 

bobran** organ last Wednes-. * Milan Tomich l - 

/, Sime Zelich of Cadiz. Q„ \ “ Todor Vuieick 

e $|00. , L " Djuro Lukich 

Hie proposed memorials a I . C. Sfoisavljevich 

tue image, would be placed be-j * # R. Vukadinovteh 

e the entrance of the St Sava ” lanko Mrmich • 

bian Monastery in Libertyville, *’ Petar Marmvich 

Mirko Baranin 

‘There ft would proclaim to " Stanko Jelich 

ns of thousands of Serbian - * * * 

sitor. ennuelhr that Whole ftof. Anthony Tom0vic 

esle was elf Serb.™ numieirent r Edmonton., Albert., 
ode and son of a Serbian ^ an y 
rthodox clenrvmen,” Bishop Tet<k Andia Mamula 
.colei declared. rPittsburgh) 

For half a century and more, Martha Mamula Bjeloah 

; general American public has (Pittsburgh) 

en misled anent the nationality jelich (Cadiz, O.) 

1 the man who foretold the com- MHinko Alexich, war im 
! of atomic energy power. (Omaha, Nebr.) 

Only recently, a oromineiit 
American magazine listed him. Total $ 

^correctly, as of Croatian X ---- 

lock. The mistake was subse- 
uentlv puhliclv corrected with 
oologies by the publication. 

But lacking an image reference, 
th historical statistics, similar 
rors are likely in the future. 

Old References Poor 

The magazine publication, for 

stance, explained it obtained its I 

C erence material from an an ti¬ 
nted guide book. 

Since the misleading matter 
±re was never challenged bv 
rbians and other interested 
rties before, the magazine logi- 
lv assumed it was factual. , 

Erection rtf a bust state*. 

^ Dr. Tesla 9 * of 

irtb. birthplace, nateotft, dr., 
ould counter ^He old 
nd make certain that future ' 


10.00 


10.00 

100 . 0 ' 


—the honoring, forever, of two of Serbia’s beat-known immi¬ 
grant sons who contributed so greatly to th<*\ welfare and 
prosperity of their adopted America^ \ 

We hope to report developments as soon as they take 
pl<\ce, remembering Bishop Nikolai’s concluding remarks: 

“Nikolk Tesla, in the field of science, brought the 
Serbian name great glory—just a* did the greatest Serbian 
knights on the field of battle*” 


23 June 56 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington £5, D.C. 


Gentlemen: 

During my senior year at Georgetown University I read J.J.O'Niel's 
Biography of Nikoll Tesla: the book, entitled Prodigal Genius" 
described quite a few of Tesla's experiments, most of whieh I £rled 
myself in the physics lab. Z am interested in reviewing Tesla's 
experiments in wireless electric power transmission. 

Unfortunately, Tesla died in 1945 just at the time he supposedly 
had developed a system of wireless power transmission. Since World 
f **r l 1 ** e 111611 in progress Ms papers were seleed and sealed by the 

th *\ ? y no "* e#1 * ,# P»P«re have been released for 
publication, but a call to the Library of Congress prodflted no 
results. Therefore, I have two questions: 


1) Does the F.B.I* now have Tesla's scientific papers? 

2) If so, are they available for public inspection? 

If they were released, who has them? 


I will certainly appreciate any help you can give me alomg these lines. 

” ry of hl * flneiln e a ; W oou pl .| «th tai ' 

Tact that wireless power is connected by most people with "Death Rave" 
on d the a subject n6arly ^oBBlble for me to find anything 
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Tamm _ 
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Tele. 

HolloA* _ 


L INFORMATION CONTAINED * 
uEIN IS UNCLASSIFJED^ ( ^ 
pftTF 2i ££ 


Juno SO, 1006 



a* 


jfvV. 1 V 

r -i ' .. • 


and! 

files 


rtt >^// 

Tour latter datedJna lt, till, baa bees received, 


Since «i 414 not participate to tea handing of 

Mr. Teala'e affects, we are unable to supply the information 
tou recruested. 


Sincerely yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


S I S 
3 I XX 

’■n® 

CB £ 4«) 


NOTE: Bufiles reflect no record on correspondent and reveal thc^owec 
spelling of Tesla's name as "Nikcia." Bufiles reflect this ty£e of5*ejj® r h 
been utilized by the Domestic Intelligence Division in answering sfinj^r 
inquiries. (65-47953] 100-2237) Cover memo from lAr. Belmont 
Boardman 6-29-55, set out background of this matter which concerned thi 
death cl [pbslft, a famous electrical inventor. Bureau was not involved 
in this matter, and the opening of the safe containing his effects was done 
by ^jOffice of Alien Property. 
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Office M.eP*. "• :.ldufH • UNITED ' A.Tf GOVERNMENT 


TO 


XJBJECT: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

r r -Qr !■’. Y ‘ • 

SAC, NEW YORK (65-12290) 


DATE; 7/25/57 


NIKOLA TESLA 
IS -YD 


(Deceased) Vrc' ' 

r r*>' '* z ^ 




JARET^TORJ 



Street, New York 
24, New York, a Uhifcdd Elites Citizen of Yugoslav 
extraction, who on occasion, voluntarily Tumi shea 
the New York Office With information he considers to 
be in the interest of the Security ef the united 
States Government, furnished Special Agent 
NICHOLAS J,MASTROVICH the following info rmati on on L. 

July 3/ 1957: Jf/L-J. /US , 

ated that a certain woman named 
Mrs. MARGARET, 'pTORM who lives with her husband, 

JOHN, at the 'Colonial HotSI, 51 West 8 lst Street, New 
York 24, New ?ork,~lias been issuing newsletters which 
contain^iifarmation pertaining to flying saucers 
anfiRiSrt?rplanetary^tters. ^ ^ ^ ( ,,, 

stated that in his opinion Mr. and 
Mrs. STORM are exploiting the reputation and genius 
Of NIKOLA TESLA, deceased, inventor of Yugoslav 
extraction who ahieved world wide fame as a result of 
his inventions in the United States. 


mo-b 




#£0i If 

m>) 


tesla was bom in Smiljan, Yugoslavia in 
July, 1859 and came to the United States in 1894 
and became a naturalized United States citizen. In 
1886 TESLA designed the arc-lighting system and two 
years later he Invented the Tesla motor and designed j 
a plan fbr the transmission of alternating current. /y 
In subsequent years, TESLA' s discoveries and inventions*'’ 
Indided such fields and appliances as wireless w 
communication, ele&teribal} oftqjHJ&tion, radiant"power and 
radio active matter. After 1900 , communications^ ^ j. 
and wireless power transmission occupiqd k post off- 


y 


his research. ^ n^p-.JLX 

(ID- Bueau (RM) (Encsfe*^ 
rL - £os EogBlescj (Info) (En 
1 - New York (65-12290) 
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TESLA'S only military invention was-a. method 
to which he onoe eluded butneiar fully ^escribed. * ; 
This'invention was a means '•hereby an impenetrable 
"wall of force" can be erected around the United 
States' borders which would render helpless any 
military attack. TESLA disclosed the existence 
of his plan in 1934 and stated he Intended to present 
It to the Geneva Conference but seldom referred to it 
afterward. «. .. . .. . 


' A j. 


-Vr 



The "New York Times" dated 9/2& 
carried an article setting forth N ICDL I OTESLd 's plan for a 
"Death Ray"* This article Includedinfoxmation to 
the effect that TESLA, on his 84th birthday, July 10, 
advised Hew Yor k Times reporter WILLIAM ^hJyMWKENCE 
that he was ready to divulge to the United'States 
Government the secret of his "teleforce", with which 
he said airplane motors would be melted at a distance 
of 250 miles so that an invisible Chinese wall of 
defense would be built around the country against any 
attempted attack by an enemy airforce no matter how 
large. According to TESLA, this "teleforce" was 
based on an entirely new principle of Physics that 
"no one has ever dreamed about" and was different from 
tteprinciple embodied in his inventions relating to 
the transmission<f electrical power from a distance, 
for which he received a number of basic patents. 

TESLA stated that this new type of force would 
operate through a beam one hundredth millionth of a 
square c-iitrimeter in diameter and could be 
generated from a special plant that Mould cost no more 
than two million dollars and would take only about three 
months to cob true t. TESLA stated that a dzen Much *- 

plants located at strategic points Along the G&ast, 
according to TESLA, would-be enough to defend the 
United States against all possible aerial attacks. 

TESLA stated that this beam would melt any engine 
and would also Ignite explosives aboard any bomber. 

TESLA stated that no possible defense against it could 
be devised and he asserted that the beam would be all 
penetrating. 


1940, 



n\ 
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..TESLA stated to Ur. LAWRENCE that he 
~ makes one Important stipulation before he would 
divulge this secret to the United, States Government 
and that was that should the United State Government 
Ueclde to take up his offer, he would go to work at . 
once hut that the United States Government would have 
to trust him. TESLA stated that he would suffer - 
; "no interference from experts." ^ . ' 

. r„, * 'Vjr . . 

In this *New York Times" article Hr. LAWRENCE 
commented that hlth conditions as they were In 1940, 
and with the United States getting ready to spend . 
millions of dollars for National Defense, Hr. TESLA's 
great reputation as an inventor, who always was manjr 
years ahead of his time, should he given careful <’ 
consideration. Hr. LAWRENCE stated. In his opinion, 
the united States Government should take Hr. TESLA 
at his word and commission him to go ahead with tee 
construction of his "teleforce" plant. 


1 * 





The New York file of Mr. TESLA bears no 
indication that any additional developments were 
carried on in connection with TESA's invention and 
whether or not TESLA fully divulged his new plan 
to the United States Government. 

TESLA died at the age of 85 on January 7, 1943. 


Mr. provided a two page copy of the 

above mentioned newsletter which Hr. and Mrs. STGRM 
have been distributing in connection with the alleged 
invention by TESLA, which, according to Mr. ad 
Mrs. STORM, consists of a radio type machine known as 
tee Tesla S8t which was invented by Mr. TESLA in 1938 
for interplanetary communication. Hr. and Hrs. STORK 
claim that TESLA's engineers did not complete the 
Tesla Set until-after TESLA's death in 1943. Hr. apd 
Mrs. STORM claim teat this Set was placed in^opeztlon 
in 1950 and since that time TESLA engineers' have been 
in close touch with space ships, etc. 
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NY 65-12290 


The Newsletter furnished by Hr.1 
the following names: 

1 

HAROffiT STORK 
JOHN SI 


included 


(tftdp) 



GEOR< 


EL, Yucca Talley, California ff 
G, London , Engla nd 

r , ^ li » m ' ■ ‘ -4 

The files of the New York Office contained^ 
no pertinent information regarding any of the 
above mentioned Individuals. —- 


1 . 




-T- 


Two fchotostatic copies of this newsletter 
are being sent to the Bureau for purposes of 
information while one copy is being submitted to 
the Los Angeles Office*>r information purposes. 
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kr. J. Edgar Hoover 
bear Sir: 


•! INFORMATION CONTAINED 
- .- n 


r: uiXLr— 


n\ 

t 


you can 


I an hopeful that 
on records and data. 

He was an Electrical Engineer 


7- 3>-so 

help me obt 



in certain ^fcrmatiori 


/ 

which belonged to Dr. NiKolcf^esla. y “'^/ 

.nd prolific'"inventor 1" 


••—w *-> *- \** ^ w -4- ^ -a a ^ -A- 1 . a v< j. ^ -a -a m ju 4 ii> c:il-ua » 

He was born in Yugoslavia in 1856 and diea in the 
United States, New York City, January 7th, 1943. He was a 
naturalized citizen of tnis country 


The only information I cculu find of nis records was 
a report that the F.B.I. removed his papers for examination, 
and that the records were sealed by the custodian of alien 
property. 


1 have been doing some theoretical research of my 
own, which I believe may be along the same lines he followed 
in certain of nis experiments. 1 also believe the development 
of his ideas would be in the interest of cur country regardless 
of who oevelopes them. 

If it is at all possible for me to have access to 
at least some of his experimental ,\crk, I would certainly 
appreciate it. I an* not able, b$j reason of the vast finances, 
which would be retuired, to conduct such experiments myself, 
so the data he mace and collected would be invaluable. 

Of course, it is possible that his records ao not 
C’-ntc.in materiel pertinent to his electronics work, because 
from what I understand from reading about hin, he kept most 
of his records in his head and write down very little of his 
d at a • 


It is also possible that some of his iaeai are 
impractical, but I fe£l sure tnat certain of his ideas will 
be of immense value to our country within the next several 
decades cr even before, if they are developed at a rapid rate. > '' 

I would appreciate hearing from you on the ,subject, 
if you have any information pertaining to it, which you could 
make available to me. 

\ 

ie*MAR 18“«^S 




















AdJUk. X4-/ 

OVaaJuJ»^Zh\ ^.Scd.cf V 
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_ _ telephoned December 5 and was referred to ldent 

by switchboa rd becau se he wanted to talk with someone in charge of records 
of deceased, ^m^said he is making a research study for U. S. Air Force 
on subject of geophysics. His deadline is ten days from now. JflIHVsaid 
he just discovered a sentence in a book by John O' Neill entluecHVhe 
'^/prodigal Genius — The Life of Nikola Tesla, ” whibh states the FBI took 
^bqstody of papers from Tesla’s safe after his death in New York City in 
19«^. Tesla was a world-famous Yugoslav scientist and inventor in the 
electrical field who died January 7, 1943, in New York pity. J^^HPre- 
que^te^tomiediate access to Tesla’scientific works which ma^^^i light 
on research study. I told £j|H^we would have somebody from 


our Boston Office contact him immediately. 


Bureau file 100-2237 shows no investigation of Tesla has been con- M) 
ducted by Bureau. Since erroneous statement concerning FBI’s taking / \ 

nf miner A from Tpela’c safp oftnr his annonrsH 4« rVNTeiHt c (P ) 


custody of papers from Tesla’s safe after his death appeared in O'Neill’s 


book published in 1944, Bureau has received numerous inquiries from 
scientists desiring to review Tesla's writings. Each inquiry has been 
answered by stating FBI did not participate in handling Teslh’s effects, but 
information has come to our attention that Office of Alien Property of Depart¬ 
ment of Justice may have examined Tesla’s effects. (File indicates tha t / 
representatives of Office of Alien Property did actually review Tesla's 7 
possessions, including his writings, but file does not show what final disposi¬ 
tion was made of Tesla’s possessions.) 


^A teletype to Boston Division was prepared, but before it was sent 
m^telephoned again to furnish me the exact pagein O'Neill's book in 
which he refers to the FBI. At that time I told HBPthe statement in the 
book was untrue — that tti^FBI had not examined or taken custody of Tesla's 
papers. I suggested tqj^fl^that he might contact Office of Alien Property. 
(Therefore, teletype to Boston was not necessary .)/ c 0 - J 2. J 7' J I 

ACTION! 


For record. 


6|pt€ 131960 

Bu file 100-2237* 
1- Mr. Belmont 


Vl b 


^#' 1£C 8 360 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of information 
Washington 25, D. C. 

^ear Sir: 


February 14, 1961 

' i INFORMATION CONTAINED 
wi;; IS UNCLASSIFIED^ 


I am a college student who is doing a research paper 
on Nikola^esla. As I was collecting the material for my 
pa^er, I discovered that at the time of Tesla's death, the 
department of the F.B.I. confiscated the data and papers 
that Tesla had collected from his research in the field of 

electricity. This confiscation of hi£ material w$.s stated 

y Jcfl'J Q '..V.£ I I 

in the PRODIGAL GENIUS by J.Jv'O’Neil, published in 1944 at 
New York city by hashburn Inc. 


I have developed an interest in the discoveries and 
accomplishments of Tesla that is presently limited by the 
shortage of factual material. If in your files, you have 
any information concerning Nikola Tesla that you are per¬ 
mitted to release, I will sincerly appreciate your co¬ 
operation in helping me give the proper recognition to this 

REC- 55 i 00- 20 3 7~ lot _ 

great scientist and American. Below I have listed The 

facts that may be helpful to you; 8 FEB28 1961 

* ;ew*^ _. - 

1. Born in 1856 at Smiljan, Crotia, now Yugoslavia 

2. Came to America in 1884 and was employed for a 
short time with the Edison Co. at Orange, N.J. 

3. Pied on January 7, 1943 at New York city 


Thanking you for your time and co-operation that I have 


n, I remain, 


Sincerly Jfours 














Tsbraafry 23, 1961 


*£.;!.' <v - 


Tolson - 

Parsons - 

Mohr_ 

Belmont -— 

Callahan - 

Conrad - 

DeLoach- 

Evans - 

Malone- 

Rosen - 

Tavel- 

Trotter_ 

W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 

Ingram -- 

Gandy- 


Tour Uttar of February H, 1961; Mi been - 
received, aad the Interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. •' . t V. V\ : ’ 


In response to your inquiry, I wish to advise 
that our files reflect that the effects of Or. Nikola Tesla 
were impounded, after his death, by the OtfUp of Alien 

Since we Ad not participate In the haadtfag Br, Tedla’s 
effects, we are enable to supply the ieformation joe desire 

— tfAnsriP ~j Sisceraly yoars, ^ 

FEB2 31961 v ..../. - • ; - ^ Hi 

COMM-FBI 1 ' -VH , < (W V 


Hecemly yoars. 




John Edgar loonr 

.... . • V-, , r >IXrectar -• . v ; 

NOTE: No record could be located in $ofil$s.identifiable with *'.’<• 
correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 reflects that l)r. Tesla was a 
world-famous electrical inventor, and at the tithe of his death, al^\ 
Of his personal papers and effects jvere believed |aagprous toJ$e * 
jpounliy's security U they felt fntolauthorised hands* ‘^he . 

^’Prodigal Genius, ” by Jnh^J.^rWsil x alleges that took, 

over S'Certalh sale and opened it, appropriating his property.^ \ ^ 


^ 'Sfo Of his personal papers and effects >ere believed paagprouB t*v$e 1 
lVh * jpounliy's security U they felt intolauthorised hands* ‘^be 
oi.r___ ' /T'Prodigai Genius, ” by Inh&X^QfMsil^alleges that t^^BI took. 

arsons - over S "Certain sale and opened it, appropriating his property.^ \ , 

tiL^ Z _ Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property *)! 

ma r - the Department who did so, and the above reply is forwarded i" 

.Loach- answer to related inquiries. 


auuivan_— 

ele. Room _ 

igram -„- \J 


1*1 • 

TELETYPE UNIT □ 








November 21, 1962 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D*0* 


Gentlemen: 

I am making a study, motivated out of personal curiosity, into the 

O 

life and works of Nikola Tesla. Mr. Tesla died on January 7, 1943 in the 
Hotel New Yorker. Since 7.B.I. Operatives opened his safe and took his 
papers for examination, I wonder if these papers are available for perusal? 
If they are available, where would they be located, and are copies available 


to the public? 

I a citizen of the United States, and have been cleared for security- 

the latest one beinp for work on 

Thank you very much for Any Information or help you may be able to 
£ive me In this matter!2 

Respectfully yours, 
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a&J 


„ V \K /0O'l*37l 

^ «P* -- 


/ 

. icfc'+ Ui V 
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rj 



uosper _ 

Callahan . 

Conrad _ 

DeLoach . 

Evans _ 

Gale _ 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan _ 
Tavel _ 

HotJsVi 
Gandy _ 


Your letter of November Hit has been received. 

In response to your inquiry, I *«fcl4 like to point 
out that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla pm Impounded, after 
his death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of 
Justice and not by the FBI. Since Ms Bureau did not participate 
in the handling of Dr. Tesla's effects, I am unable to supply the 
Information you desire. 


Sincerely yours, 

il. Edgar Hoover 

John Sdgar Hoover 
Director 


w 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. * 
Buflle 100-2237 shows that Dr. Tesla Nas one of^ie worlds . 

* outstanding scientists in the electrical field, and at the time^ of 
-his death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed 
dangerous to the country 1 s security if they fell intounauthorized 
hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius,’* by John J. O'Neil, alleges . 
that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it,.appropriating 
Dr. Tesla’s property. Bufiles clearly indices #iaHt was the Office 
of Alien Property of the Department ,wWph %d so, and the above reply 
has been forwarded in answer to remtecl inquiries. Dr. Tesla was 
born in'Yugosfcntfh 4UV* died in New York City 1-7-43. 

Ae.'of.r,, ^ JHfc jA 

MAIL ROOM □ TELETYPE UNIT □ 1/ 1 ■ • a<\ 
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10 March 1964. 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Sirs, 


For some time, have been wondering about the matter 
of what was reported on the lat e Nikola Tesla , the inventor. He died 
during early January 1943, while in residence at the Hotel New Yorker, 
New York City. Accounts have it that his belongings (papers, etc.) were 
studied. Would appreciate learning if anything can be learned about this. 

Am hoping to be on leave, and in Washington, along the third 
week of April. This is mentioned, in case it is possible to view anything 
relating to the question. 



Sincerely, 




March 18,1884 


Your tetter of March 10th has 


received. 


fc rtnxnM to tout faundn. I — M mm gg* 

that the effects of Dr. Nikola Teste sere Impound ed, after Ms death, 
by the Office of Allen Property of file Department of Justice and not 
tee FBI. Since we did not participate in the handlin g of Dr. Tesla's 
effects, I am unable to supply the information you desire. * 


Sincerely years, 



ftfttotBOOBSF 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


CD 

Kyi Krf 




INOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 
fBufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor 
and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were believe 
dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands. The 
book, ”Prodigal Genius," by John J. ONeil, alleges that the FBI took over a 
certain safe and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate 
that it was the Office of Alien Property of the Department whi^did so, and the 
above reply is forwarded in answer to related Inquiries. 


Tavel_ 

Trotter _ 

T»ie. Rootti 


—tv-7 


r i ‘ / \ \ 


TELrrrpe unit LU 
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Sir, 

a fW*- 

According to "Prodical Genius, Nikola Festa” 
by J. J. O'Neil (a book) some papers were taken from the 
safe of Mr. Festa about 1945 yr, Is this true. If so are the 
papers declasified yet? If so may I obtain a copy? 



i ysuiy/ 


7li ‘j'n. 0 / ^ . * . /) . 

/‘Tts-yr 

/I 



/ 















Tour curd of June 16th bus been received. x 

In response tfeyour Inquiry, I would like to point out 
that the effects o f Dr. NlkolaTesla w ere Impounded, after his death, 
by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not 
by the FBI. 81 nee we did not participate In the handling of Dr. Tesla's 
effects, I am unable to furnish the Information you desire. 




Sincerely yours, 


■w._ I 


8 . Edgar Hoover 


T 
B 

Mohr _ 

Casper _ 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 
DeLoach 
Evans 

Gale _ 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan . 

Tavel _ 
Trotiut - 


NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical invent< 
and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were 
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized ham 
The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neil, alleges that the FBI took ov 
a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly 
indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property of the Department which did s 
and the above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. 
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OREGON STATl JNIVERSITY 


CORVALLIS, OREGON 97331 


SCHOOL OF SCIENCE 


Reply to: DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SCIENCE 

March 28, 1967 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Department of Information 
9th Street § Pennsylvania Aven, N.W. 
Washington 25, D. C. 20535 

Dear Sirs: 


"i INFORMATION CONTAINED 
"'FIN IS UNCLA^'FLED/) , 
date o - 3 -so b 


I am a student of the history of science at Oregon State University, and 
I am attempting to write a research paper on a very eccentric scientist 
who died in 1943. His name was Nikola^Tesla, a naturalized American of 
Serbian extraction, and he died Tn his hotel room in New York City on 
January 8, 1943. 


During the years leading up to World War II, Nikola Tesla supposedly 
invented a "Death Ray" which could destroy several hundred aircraft. Mr. 
Tesla was a very prolific and creative genius during his early years but 
gradually became something of a crackpot in his old age. As a student of 
the history of science, it is important to determine whether or not Tesla 
had any valid ideas in the plans for his death ray. Tesla invented the 
fluorescent light and also was one of the first scientists to discover 
X-Rays--hence there may be some possibility that his death ray might 
actually have been some crude type of laser. 


In Tesla's biography, "Prodigal Genius", by John J. O'Neill, the author 
states on page 277: 

"Operatives from the F.B.I. came to Tesla's hotel 
room shortly after his death and opened the safe 
in his room. They took the papers that it con¬ 
tained in order to examine them for a reported 
secret invention of possible use in the war..." 



I am trying to locate Tesla's secret and unpublished writings concerning 
his death ray. I have searched the literature quite thoroughly and'have 
found nothing. Does the F.B.I. still have these papers or can you tell 
where I might be able to obtain these writings for examination? Any 
assistance or information that you may lend me will be very much appre¬ 


ciated. 


a 


A 






/0O - 1' /( 

Sincerely yours, 



4 1W7 



MAILED 30 


April 3, 1867 


/oc-^ 37 - /(, 



aWR^MS 


r.ONTWNED 


Dear 


Toot letter of March 38th baa been received. 



Id response to your Inquiry, the effects of 
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office 
of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not by the 
FBL Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's 
effects, I am unable to furnish the information you desire. 

Sincerely yours, 

T Tdgar Woeve* 


ToJ son _ 

DeLoocb . 

Mohr _ 

Wick _ 

Casper _ 

Callahan . 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


iX 


NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a 
world-famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his death, 
all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous to 
the country's security; ft they fell into unauthorized hands. The 
book, "Prodigal Genlfe,/? Ijy John J. O'Neil, aUejpss ikdt the FBI 
took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his property. 
Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Officfr$f»Alien jp^opeYfy of 

an tKn ohrsTrswortlTT la in 


ucpax vuium wiuvn utu o \ j 9 puu 

wer to related inquiries 
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! !* , ^rr j \Tix:r M TW«E05, mg 
_ M Hft i-.trainsUiiCL^SlFIED ^ . 

Dear Mr. Hoover, nftTF ?_ R 


In the year 1943 the F. B. I. confiscatedall of the papers 
and maybe some of the machines of physicist, NikokrTesla. These 
papers were his experiments and ideas at the time of his death. Accord¬ 
ing to the books I've read, these papers were confiscated on the grounds 
of the enemy getting ahold of his ideas and apply them to war machines. 

I have studied all of the material on this man and have 
found him to be more intelligent than the great "Brain” of his time, 

Thomas Edison. 

Why without Nikola Tesla there would be Westinghouse 
Company as we know today. This is the man who harnessed Niagara 7 
Falls, and was the one and only man who could see the possibilities of / 
Alternating Current when men like Edison said "it would never work. " [ 

What I am wondering is, maybe these papers could be 
reclassified from whatever "Top Secret" classification they now have 
and be made available for study by the people who understand and can 
gain knowledge from them. 

I would be willing to pay for reproductions of his experiments 
if nothing else. He still has a great many ideas that have never been tried. 

It disturbs me to think that everyone has forgotten about 
the ideas of this man when he was so advanced for his time. 



I can say with assurance that no man alive can say that he 
knows all of Tesla's ideas. And studying other men's ideas is the way ^ 
to advance in science faster. /. [7 /00^^-^3 7*" /Z 

I hope something can be done to get these papers fejyease^. 


Thank You, 


j Co 


_ 2*2^7' 



'bjlr. / l% c l 


/>U. 4c 
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March 1969 




,, ...cpp^ftTIOtl CONTAINED 

date-2J^- b ^^ z£ v 


Your latter of February 25th has been received. 



In response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola 
Tesla were Impounded, after his death, by the Office of Allen Prop¬ 
erty of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. 81nce we did 
not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla'a belongings, 1 am unable 

to furnish the information you desire. <A:pppyf: of your communication 
has been referred to the Department of Justice. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 

(i? 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 





q ' 

ToLson _ 

DeLooch _ 

Mohr _ 

Bishop _—_ 


reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were 
believed dangerous to the country’s security if they fell into unauthor¬ 
ized hands. The book, ’’Prodigal Genius, ” by John J. O'Neil, alleges 
that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his 
property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Office of Alien Prop¬ 
erty of the Department which did so, and the above reply is forwarded 
in answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred to Assistant 











April 8, 1Q70 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Director of Central Records 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 




appreciate i. r ?® earch P a P er cn Niekola Tesla and would 

Please proVlde «» 

WMMSt 1 ?" bol-ng why did your Bureau itnpoum his 
personal elfects immediately after his death on 

J f“ary 7, 1943. Secondly, could you provide a Hat 

lastly, whenTre ttey released 

and to whom were they given. y eieasea 

Thanking you for the information 


afifci 
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Gandy 
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In reply to yoar Inquiry of April 8th, the effects 
of Dr. Mikola Tesla were Impounded, after his death, by the 
Office of Allen Property of the Department of Justice and not by 
the FBI. 8ince we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's 

belongings, 1 am unable to furnish the Information you desire. 

A copy of your communication has been referred to the Depart¬ 
ment of Justice for any help it may be able to offer. 

Sincerely yours, 
i Edgar Hoove* 


MAILED 9 

APR 14 1970 

COMM-FBI 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 






NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. $bsla was a world-famous electrical 
inventor, and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and 
effects were believed dangerous to the country’s security if they fell 
into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. 

O’Neil, alleges that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, 
appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the 

e of Alien Property of the Department which did so, and the above 
s forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred 
stant Attorney General, Civil Divisi on of jhsjjfcpartment. 
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July 15, 1970 



7-/7 

,. rTHT'IVT^ CCtlTMWffi 

dftfasr 


Your letter was received on July 13th and the interest 


which prompted you to write to me is appreciated. With respect to 
your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impended, after 


his death, j>y the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice 


and the FBI did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belong* 
logs. J3n addition, this Bureau is strictly an investigative agency of 
the federal Government and matters such as yon mentioned do not 


come within the scope of this Bureau's authority. 


Sincerely yours, 


J. Edgar Hoover 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



JOTEf "IU1U1UU CuiitaiA no record of correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and, 
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were 
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized 
hands. Bufiles indicate that the Office of Alien Property of the Department, 
appropriated his property and replies similar to the above have been used (A 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hosver, ~ 1 ' 

Director, 

Federal Bureau of Inrestigation, 

Washington D. C. 0 


July 6, 1970. 


Dear Sir, 


/V. t i _ Te,-/-- 


I am writing this to you as I believe that most of the government is infil¬ 
trated with foreign agents, and there is a very good chance this could be of extreme 
importance fbr the defense of our nation. 

I met & man a number of years ago that was raised on Long Island in the 
neighborhood where Mr. Tesla, inventor of the Tesla Coil, had his lab. He told *e 
of Mr. Tesla’s notes blowing down the street when the junk men were dismantling his 
equipment. It would be a wonderful thing is some of these notes were salvaged and 
could be found. 

Mr. Tesla was at least a century ahead of his time. He sent radio signals 
around the world seventeen years prior to Mr. Marconi, who received the credit, and 
pioneered many fields. He was so far advanced that he had to invent & special math 
to keep up with his work. 

He, on several accasions talked before the scientists of the world and 
became very angry at their inability to understand hi*, and due to this was violently 
disliked and didnot receive acknowledgement for his discoveries. One of the notes 7 
read by this man told of the radio transmission of electricity being brought to a / 
high degree of effiency. ( 


Now here is the thing that should be investigated throughly. During my 
High School education, in the winter of either 19-25-26 or 1926-27, I made a 
currant events report on an article appearing in a small publication of that nim? 
that was received weekly at the Troy Highschool, Troy Montana. It stated in tnis 
article that Mr. Tesla had made an offer to the Congress of the United States that 
if they would install radio transmission towers at every 150 miles around the border 
of this country, that he would install equipment that would broadcast a verticil 
plane of energy beyond the atmosphere through which no material object could pass 
as it would shatter or lose it’s monecular coohesion. It was refused. 


There is a good chance that this data is in the files of congress. What 
a defence, and boy do we need it. EX-1Z^* /OO *33^7 f 

I have had some results along this line with structured vortices oi mag¬ 


netic fields, but do not have the technical equipment or Jgiowledge to carry out 
further experiments. The theory is quite simple and deals witlT'partlUly acoelerat.- 
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6 DECEMBER 1971 

FEDERAL BUREAU OP INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Dear Sirs 

I have recently begun a collection and reading file of all 
mattera pertaining to NikolA'esla. In ao doing I W aa amazed to find 
that upon hla death; January 7, 1943, In NYC, your bureau confined 
hia papers. May I ask if you still "have them in jail". I am extremely 
interested In hla work(a) and am trying to establish my own "Tesla" 
library. Your assistance would be greatly appreciated* 


Very truly yours. 






December 14, 1971 



'LL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
, HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ~ 
f®(0 nflTF^-3-ro B' 




$ 

Tour letter of December 6th has been received. 


In response to your Inquiry, the effects of 
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and 
not by the FBI. We did not participate in the handling 
of Dr. Tesla's belongings in any way. Copies of your 
Communication and my reply have been referred to the 
Department of Justice. 


Sincerely yours. 



J, Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record correspondent. Dr. TesXa 
was world-famous electrical inventor, and at death, his 
effects believed dangerous to country's security. "Prodigal 
Genius, by John J. O'Neil, alleges FBI took safe and appro¬ 
priated his property. Above reply previously given to same 
inquiries. (100-2237) Material sent to the Assistant 
Civil Division, of the Department. 







Federal Bureau Of Investigation 
Ninth Street and Pennsylvania 
Northeast Washington D. C. 20535 

Dear Sirs, 

Upon rea ding a biography on Nlkola^Tesla . I found the urge to 

Itti * n 4.? im w and hiS works * At the end of the oook It was 

Stated that the F.B.I. went to his hotel room gathered up his 

££«*?/?!! lock ? d them in a vault. The thing I would like to 

-, vi ''I' 6 reaa - reason they were locked up and if it would be 

possible to see some of these records and any other works of 
fll s • 


I can think of only one possible reason a£ to cause of his 
j-couxuS ueing looked up ann that is because he was too far 
advanced for his time. This s ems to be the only logical 
solution, but, with technology much more advanced now than in 
h^leftToff WOuld seem likel y that scientists take over where 

Please let me know If I can look at the records and if you can 
locked ^ SWer m questlon of the real reason his records were 






REIMS 


October 31, 1972 




/(JO- 2-1 



INFORMATION CONTAINED 
I TUN IS U.'ICLASSIFIL,. . ^ 

DATE 7-3 


$ 


Your lot.tor vat received on October 26 th 


In response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola 
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien 
Property of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. Since 
we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, 
I an unable to furnish the information you desire. I an forward¬ 
ing a copy of your coesBunlcation and of this reply to the 
Department of Justice. 



Sincerely yours, 

L. fatriok Gray III 


Felt . 


Baker- 
Bates _ 


Bishop _ 


Callahan _ 
Cleveland 

Conrad _ 

Dal bey __ 
Jenkins _ 


Marshal] _ 
Miller, K.S 

Ponder _ 

Scl avs _ 

Wallers 



L. Patrick Gray, III 
Acting Director 




NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Bufile 100-2237 

reflect^, that, . Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 
at the tifive o'f hife death, all of his personal, papers and effects were 
believed darigerov^s ,to the country's security if they fell into 
unauthS&iwd hands. ^-The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neil, 
alleges tnatOth£,fBI took over a certain skfe and opened it, 
appropriating hi4*property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was 
the Office of Alien “Property of the Department which did so, and the 
above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy of 
letter referred to Assistant Attorney General, .Civil Division of 
the Department. 
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I*. Felt_ 

Mi. Baker_ 

Mr. Callahan_ 

Mr. Cleveland_ 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Gebhardt_ 

Mr. Jenkins_ 

Mr, Marshall _ 

Mr. Miller. E.S. _ 
Nfc. Soyar* — 

Mr. Thompson_ 

Mr. Walters_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Kin ley_ 

Mr, Armstrong_| 

Mr, Bowers_I 

Mr- Herington_1 

Ms. Herwig_J 

Mr, Mintz_J 

Mrs. Meenan_ 
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April U, mi 



Dear 


a \ r ! l Information contained 

<5$ : ZUEIN IS WiCLA^BEth 


Your letter was received os April 9th. 


b response to your bqdry, the effects of l>r. Nikola 
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien Property 
of the Department of Justice and not by the FBL Since we did not 
participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable to 
furnish the infor mat io n you desire. A copy of your communication and 
of this reply have been referred to the Department of Justice. 


Sincerely yours, 

- lit 


L. Patrick Gray, m 
Acting Director 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. ^Bufile 100-2237 reflects 
that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his 
death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous to the 
country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal 
Genius," by John J. 0 , Nelll, alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe and 
opened It, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department which did so, and the above reply 
is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. /Copy of letter referred to the 
Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division 61 theD^a^tment')' 
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June 


s ederal Bureau of Invest!gation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


Gentlemen; 




DATE. 


7 - 3 - 1 & 


I would like to knov|^.f any microfilm or other 
productions of NT knl a Tesl a *b notes and papers exist at 


reproductions of NT knl a Tesla * a notes and papers exist at 

Vftnr n'T f 1 n. P - Taftl a WO o o fannno ^ o+ wrUs\ A ^ **A A vs 

’ — - - — — — — - - ^ - « v ih4 4 wv*^;jw^. 0 u n.jv v*x x cu x i j 

New fork City. The Federal Bureau of Investigation entered 
his safe shortlv after this to remove his papers for 
examination for the war effort. After the war the papers 
were offered to any group that would start a museum to 
house them. No one accepted and the papers were finally 
sent to the Tesla Museum In Belgrade, Yugoslavia* sometime 
in the e^rly 1950's, possibly Just before 1954.* Tesla was 
the Inventor of all ac motors and the polyphase system, as 
well as all flourescent and neon lamps. He was a major 
pioneer in the early days of radio and discovered many 
of the early principles of radar. He declined nomination 
of a Nobel Pri 2 e. He was a naturali 7 ed citizen of America 
and said he valued his citizenship papers above all his 
awards and possessions. Despite this, all his papers were 
sent to another nation. 

I would like to examine some of his papers from 1899 and 
later without having to fly to Yugoslavia. I have only 
seen a condesneed copy of his research from Colorado 
springs, but am unable to obtain copies. The principles 
and equipment are rather out-of-date and well-known, but still 
useful in my research. 

I would greatly appreciate help in this matter. 

HEC-2 i 


JUN 29 1 07 3 


P.S. Tesla died in January of 1943 and shortly after fc teig — 
the papers were removed from his safe. The original 
copies of these papers were sent abroad prior to 1954, as 
^ I believe it was in that year the Yugoslavs founded the 
' -s Tesla Museum (not to be confused with the Tesla Institute). 
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EX-203 


June 27, 1973 


REC-26 / 00 - 7 - ^)3 




Your letter was received on June 25th. 




In response to your inquiry, the effects of 
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the 
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and 
not by the FBI. Since we did not participate in the 
handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable to furnish 
the information you desire. A copy of your communication 
and of this reply have been referred to the Department 
of Justice. 



Felt. 


. Baker _ 

‘r. CaJlahan_ 

r. Cleveland __ 
■. Co wad _ 

r. Ciebhardl_ 

-Jenkins_ 

SWsJul]_ 

Miller. E.S. 

boyars- 

hompson 

alters_ 

• Room — 
'aiwe _ . 

ames_ 

•owers — 

Tington ._ 

*nmy- 

rntz- 

udley_ 

fag an_ 



Sincerely yours, 

William D. Ruckelshaus 

William D. Ruckelshaus 
Acting Director 

fcjtOTE:; Bufiles indicate one letter to correspondent dated 
Jt-15-66 in reply to his inauiry regarding the Air Force's 
Project Blue Book and UFO sightings -^(Bufile 100-2237 reflects 
■chat Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects 
were believed dangerous to the country’s security if they fell 
into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius," by 
John J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe 
and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly 
indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property of the 
Department that did so, and the above reply is forwarded in 
answer to related inquiries, copy of letter referred to the 
Assistant^Attorney General, Civil Division of the Department.) 
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Mr. Clarence Kelly 

Director 

F.B.I. 

Washington, DC 


Dear Mr. Kelly: 



Mr. Allen and Mr. Ruchlehaus, former acting Director of the 
FBI, contacted me in 1973 regarding the unavailability of 
American microfilm records of Nikola^Tesla 's unpublished diary 
(now in the Belgrade museum, arranged by month per folder). 


At the time I discounted the possibility that these unpublished 
discoveries had military significance. But because of experiments 
now under way at Hill AFB, I now suspect Such military 
applications exist and feel it imperative that you be notified, 
particularly in view of the fact that the Soviets have primary 
access to the entire collection. 


Two photos of each page exist. 

After Tesla's death, scientists from the Navy and OSS performed 
a cursory examination of the diary and notes, which if my 
memory serves me correctly, was one month long, hardly enough 
time to decipher Tesla's torturous handwriting. Though Tesla 
wrote in English, his penmanship was small, blurred, and as 
difficult to translate as a foreign language. 


According to the museum director (1971), the Soviets had made 
copies of some portions, but not the Colorado Springs diary, 
which numbers 500 pages, 20 that directly pertain to ball 
lightning, and 20 or so relevant to the equipment construction. 
(We copied the most significant portions, but feel more exists! 



engineering magazine), but only with the very recent receip t 
of an unpublished manuscript from John J. O'Neill's book 
(PRODIGAL GENIUS) did I place credence on Tesla's later claim ; 
to miliary applications. Incidentally, some of O'Neill's * 
descriptions were inaccurate and exagerated, as we have exceeded 
Teslg^s^esults and are familiar with the experiments. At any*~ 
rate, ptierethree possible military applications. 


A V/S/J?] 






- 2 - 


First, Tesla claimed that the lightning balls (which destroyed 
his equipment) could be used to destr oy aircraft. I have 
talked to AF personnel --such 

who saw one inside his plane in flight--and 
found AF personnel fear these "rf balls," as they call them. 

Second, it is a suspicion of mine that ball lightning, if 
injected with lithium, could produce a cheap fusion bomb. 

Third--and this may be no more than a suspicion—the propulsion 
mode of ball lightning involves electro-gravitic interaction, 
by which means air vehicles of revolutionary configuration may 
be constructed. There are no presently-known laws of physics 
that can account for the propulsion (400 mph or so when following 
an airliner). Other hitherto unsuspected applications may 
exist. 


None of these applications were the goal of Project Tesla, 
which centered on producing ball lightning as Tesla did and 
studying it as a plasma confinement technique for fusion 
reactors. Incidentally, Tesla’s claim to setting up standing 
waves on the earth's surface (wireless power) was erroneous 
and involved techniques similar to Project Sangui ne, that 
is, using the earth's atmosphere as a waveguide is 

aware of our research). 


Cordiall 




J 


P.S. By a copy of this letter, along with the enclosures, 
I am notifying the C.I.A. 


Enclosures: 
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Fusion energy: will experiments 
in ball lightning provide the key? 

Paul Snigicr, Associate Editor 


In the vast and empty hangar 
where the first atomic bomb was 
assembled, a man-made light- 
ning storm is now being un¬ 
leashed. The voltages of these 
lightning bolts—20 million 
volts—are the highest discharge 
voltages ever produced by man. 

Project T/esla, headed by 
Robert K. CoJka and Dr. Robert 
VV. Bass, is an attempt to 
artificially duplicate one of 
nature's rarest and most terrify¬ 
ing phenomena—ball lightning. 
The experiments are based upon 
the unpublished notes of Nikola 
Tesla, who, in 1899 at his 
Colorado .Springs laboratory, 
used a secret magnifying trans¬ 
mitter to produce 1.5-fn. light¬ 
ning balls that floated for 30 sec. 

The energy surplus 

Many physicists, including the 
eminent Dr. fames Tuck, found* 
er ot the U S fusion program, 
believe that the lightning ball 
holds the key to a fantastic. 


cheap and endless energy 
source—fusion power, or the 
energy source used by the stars 
and sun. The fuel is deuterium, 
or heavy water, that can be 
inexpensively extracted from 
ocean water to provide mankind 


Highest voltage continuously oscillating 
damped-wave lightning generator (ever 
produced by mankind) creates a 
current of 1100A at 12.5 MV! Subsequent 
improvements raised this to a peak 
current of 2200A at 20 MV. further 
improvements tould conceivably pro¬ 
duce bolts that exceed natural liehtnine 
OOO MV)! 
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with i!fions of years o*' •, /. 

* Unfortunately, prog. _ss in 
fusion research, which has 
centered on magnetic confine¬ 
ment and laser implosions, has 
been fruslratingty slow and full 
of unpleasant surprises; and 
scientists warn that success 
could be as far off as four 
decades! But it these promising 
experiments under way Wen- 
dover, UT, are successful. ..aw 
unexpected confinement 
technique could unleash Ihis 
energy source. 

In search of nature's secrets... 

Ball lightning, a glowing 
Sphere of red, orange or yellow 
plasma, often materializes dur¬ 
ing lightning storms and floats 
about, often against a strong 
wind. The ball may bounce 
along the floor and, on occa¬ 
sion, the sphere will "slip" 
through glass without breaking 
it. (The author recently investi¬ 
gated one such case in a 
hospital, in which the lights 
were damaged.) At times it 
materializes inside or even 
outside aircraft in flight, seem¬ 
ingly impervious to deformation 
from the wind force. 


Witnesses of ball lightnir 
have included such notables as 
Niels Bohr and Victor Weiss- 
kopf, the Director of the MIT 
Physics Department. Another 
witness was Secretary of State 
Dean Achcson, who reported 
seeing it cross the breakfast 
table aboard the presidential 
plane. 

The accidental formation of 
ball lightning has been observed 
about once per year for the past 
decade inside building 905 at Hill 
AF Missile Radiographic Facility, 
UT. The volleyball-size fireballs 
drop out of the space adjacent to 
the high voltage supply of the 25 
Mov linear accelerator. 

The ball of blue fire floats 
down to the floor, rolls around 
randomly and then rises again to 
the power-supply area where it 
dissipates without detectable 
damage. Despite troubleshoot¬ 
ing, no explanation can be 
found for this occurrence. 

On one occasion, lightning 
struck the building—a large 
concrete structure with a 60-tt. 
ceiling inside—and, simultane¬ 
ously, an intense sphere of fire 
the size of a tennis ball formed 
above the conduit on the wall at 


I 


) t ,\y shoulder level. It moved 
along the wall for a distance t>i 
some 30 ft., floated out and 
around the neck and shoulder 
of a person standing near the 
wall, moved back to the wall and 
continued along for several feet 
until it intercepted a duple * 
outlet on the conduit. At this th * 
ball exploded, causing elec¬ 
trical damage throughout. 

A new state of matter? 

No presently known laws of 
physics can account for the 
stability and bouncing of fire¬ 
balls unless it includes surface 
tension. This hitherto unob¬ 
served slate of matter is a new 
concept, since plasmas have 
never previously exhibited such 
strong surface tension. Also, 
presently known laws cannot 
account for the propulsion. 

Projccl Tesla has developed a 
rigorous mathematical model of 
the lightning ball's absolute, 
asymptotic, fluid-dynamical sta¬ 
bility. Initial computer studies 
indicated a density range of 
lO'MO 11 cm‘ ;i , with a tempera- 
imw ' 10M0* —or 

seven times hotU. ...e 

sun! u 
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TE r \ TRIES TO PREVENT V7CJRLD R II. . ^ * 

- • TeV^J.w^i'fi Wook.*OA**« 

4 • ir >*v * 4 c t V ^c*wc ^ u >>*•• + 

. TChon Tosh. was talking as a scientist ne was opposed to io^ f 
war3 on moral, economic and all practical and theoretical groundsel Jur#, 
But, like most scientists, when ho stopped thinking as a scientist, •*'*+ 
and let his emotions rule hia thoughts, he found exceptions in ->'*•> 
which he felt somo wars and situations were justifiable. As a c'o'«-i,'owd 
ccientist he was unwilling to have tho discoveries of scientists < 

applied to the pruposcs of war makers, but when the emotional phase 
of bis nature took the ruling position be was then willing to apply 
his geniubto devising measures that would prevent wars by supplying ~+ t ( 
protective devices. vv->.* 

... c <•. :> 

This attitude is exemplified in the following statement *"'*''* ’*'* 

which he prepared in the twenties but did not publish: 


“At present many of tho ablest minds are trying to devise 
expedients for preventing a repetition of the -awful conflict v:h5.ch is 
only theoretically ended and the duration and min issues of which I 
correctly predicted in an article printed in the Sun of December 20, 
1914. The League is not a remedy but, on the contrary, in the opinion 
of a number of competent men, may bring about results just the oppo¬ 
site. It is particularly regrettable that a punitive policy was 
adoptod in framing the terms of peace because a few years hence it 
will bo possible for nations to fight without armies, ships or guns, 
by weapons far more terrible, to the destructive action and range of 
which there is virtually no limit. Any pity at any distance whatso¬ 
ever from the enemy can be destroyed by him and no power on earth can 
3 top him from doing so. If we want to avert an impending calamity and 
a state of thinga which may transform this glooe ■ s nto an inferno, wc 
should push the development of flying machines and wireless transmission 
of energy without an instant’s delay and with all the power and re¬ 
sources of the nation.” 


Tesla saw preventative possibilities in his new invention 
which embodied ’’death ray” characteristics and which was made several 
years after the foregoing statement was written. Be saw it-providing 
a' curtain of protection which any country, no matter how small, could 
uso as a protection against invasion. *»hile he might offer it as a 
defensive weapon, however, there would be nothing to stop military 
men from using it as a weapon of offense* 

While I did not know the nature of Tesla’s plan I was con¬ 
vinced that it did embody many discoveries that would be of domner- 
cial value, and these were the angles he should seek to develop. I 
folt that if he could be induced to develop some minor phase of his 
work that would have immediate commercial use he could derive an in¬ 
come from it which would enable him to.proceed with his more elaborate 
plana. To this end I sought to gain some insight into his thoughts, 
that would enable me to get a practical plan in operation. This was 
no secret -.to Tesla and ho successfully parried every thrust I .made. 


Tho clearest conception I got, and that was largely from 
scattered remarks, ana by making deductions from thofa, concerned a 
possible manner in which ono phase of his curtain of protection 
might operate. This was a "war" angle and as such^i-.t.'dld not interest 
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/ mo, but,' since It l^v^ved "lightning bolls," or "firo balls , v I was 

/ very curious. Fii .llo hod always fasclna *. o, and I had read 

everything I could Muy icy hands on about them, 

A fire ball is a strange phenomenon associated with light¬ 
ing. bomo of the energy of the lightning stroke appears to become 

locked into a ball shaped structure which may be of any size from a 

couplo of inches to a foot in diameter. It looks like a perfect 
sphere, brightly incandescent and floats like a bubble, being easily 
carried by air currents. They may last for a short time, from a 
fraction oi a'second to many seconds. In this interval, during 
which thoy stay fairly close to the ground, they may come close to 
many objects wi thout damaging them or being damaged by them. Sud¬ 
denly, for no kno.vn reason, the ball explodes doing as much damage 
as a bomb, if close to structures, and no damage if in the open. 

The fire ball looked to me like a gigantically enlarged 
model of the tiny electron, one of the building blocks of matter, 
which acts as if it were just a spherical area of space iri which an 
amount of energy was crystallized to give it structure. I .felt that 
if it were possible to discover how a-large amount of energy was 
stored in this fairy bubble structure of a fire ball a new insight 
might be gained into the structure of the electron and other funda¬ 
mental particles of matter. Also this method of storing energy 
could bo applied to a thousand useful purposes. 

Y/hen I approached Tesla v.ith pleas along this line to de¬ 
velop this possible phase of his discovery he would evade direct ro- 
ply by indulging in a, hot always, tolerant lectu-e on my gullability 
In believing theories about the complex structure of the atom, rrnile 
he had in earlier years discussed sons of his experiences with fire 
balls in his laboratory at Colorado Springs and explained uis theory 
of their formation, he would not in the laver years permit himself 
to be drawn into a discussion of them a3 a possible part of his sys¬ 
tem. This, of course, made me suspicious that the clue was “hot" but 
I could bo completely wrong in my conclusions* Tesla v/as very quick 
In detecting my technique when I sought to narrow down a field by 
trying to get him to deny statements when.he was adamant to direct 
questions* ... 

r Tesla became familiar with the destructive characteristics 

of fire balls in his experiments at Colorado Springs in 1893. Ho 
produced them quite by accident and saw them, more than once, explode 
and shatter his tall mast and also destroy apparatus vilthin his 
laboratory. The destructive action accompanying the disintegration 
of a fire ball, he declared, takes place with inconceivabol violence. 

He studied the process by which they were produced, not 
because he wanted to product tbsm but in oraer to eliminate the con¬ 
ditions in which they were created. It is not pleasant, he related, 
to have a fire ball explode In your vicinity for they will destroy 
anything they come in contact with. 

It will bo necessary to reconstruct his statements from 
very fragmentary notes and a long distance memory. 


I I'i 



"Parasite 03 clllat s, or circuits, within tl main cir¬ 
cuit v/or-o a -source ** uanger Prom this, cause. P^nts of resistance 
in the main circuit, could result in minor 03 . dilating circuits be¬ 
tween terminals or between two points..of resistance and these minor 
circuits would have a very much higher period of oscillation than 
the main circuit and could be set into oscillation by the main cur¬ 
rent of lower frequency. 

"Even when the principal oscillating circuit was adjusted 
for the greatest efficiency of operation by the dimlnation of all 
sources of losses the lire balls continued :;o occur but these were 
due to stray high frequency charges from random earth currents. 

"From these experiences it became apparent that the fire 
balls resulted from, the interaction of two frequencies, a stray 
higher frequency wave imposed on the lower frequency free oscilla¬ 
tion or the main circuit. - 

"As the free oscillation of the circuit builds up from 
the zero point to the quarter wave length node it passes through 
various rates of change. In a current of shorter wavelength the 
rates of change will be steeper. When the two currents react on 
each other tho resultant complex will contain a wave in which there 
is an extremely steep rate of change, and for the briefest instant 
currents may move at a tremendous rate, at the rate of millions of 
horsepower. 

"This condition acts as a trigger which may cause' the total 
energy of the powerful longer wave to be discharged in an infinitos- 
mally small interval of time and at a proportionately tremendously 
great rate of energy movement which cannot confine itself to the 
metal circuit and is released into surrounding space with incon¬ 
ceivable violence." 

It is but a step, from learning hew a high frequency cur¬ 
rent can explosively discharge a lower frequency current, to using 
the principle to design a system in which these explosions can be 
produced by intont. The following process appears a possible one 
but no ©viaonce is available that it is the one Tesla evolved: 

An oscillator, such as he used to send power wirelessly around the 
earth at Colorado Springs, is set in operation at a frequency to v;hlch 
a given warship is resonant. The complex structure of a ship would 
provide a great number of spots in which electrical oscillations will 
be set up of a much higher frequency than those coursing through the 
ship as a whole. Tnese parasiste^currents will react on the main 
current causing the production of fireballs wnich by their explosions 
will destroy the ship, even more effectively than the explosion of tho 
magazine which would also take place. A second oscillator may be .used 
to transmit the shorter wavelength current. 

• Somewhat later I learned the reason for Tesla’s reticence 
to discuss details. This came shortly after Stanley Baldwin re¬ 
placed Neville Chamberlin as Prime Minister of Great Britain* 

Tesla revealed that ho had carried on negotiations with 
Prime Minister Chamberlin for tho sale of his ray system to Great 
Britain for 5)30,000,000 on the basis of his presentation that the 
device would provide complete protection for tho British Isloa 
against any enemy approaching by sea or air, and would provide an 



offensive v;oupon to • Mc.h there wnc no defense. tic v.*as convinced* * . 
ho dec>tre6, of t) ^nccrjty of Mr. Chamber 1 'i nd hi3 intent to 
adopt-the devlco u It. would have prevented e outbreak of the 
thom threatening war, and would have made possible the contlnuation- 
undor tho duress vdiich this weapon would make possible - of the 
working agreement involving France, Germany and Britain to maintain 
the status quo in J -urope. ifVhon Chamberlin failed, at the Munich 
conference, to retain this state of European equilibrium it was 
necessary to get rid of Chamberlin and install a ne\7 Prime Minister 
who could make tho effort to shift one corner of the triangle from 
Germany to Russia. Baldwin found no virt - u in Tesla's plan and 
proemptorially ended the negotiations. 

Tesla was greatly disappointed by the collapse of his ne¬ 
gotiations with the British Government. With it there collapsed his 
hopes of providing a demonstration of his most recent, and, what he 
considered, his most important discoveries. He did not, however, 
dwell on the jubject; beyond the single conversation ho did not men¬ 
tion the matter again. He did not get another chance to financo the 
demonstration of these discoveries. 

During the period in which the negotiations were being 
carried on, Tesla declared, efforts had been made to steal the in¬ 
vention. His room had been entered and his papers examinod hut the 
thioves, or spies, left empty handed. There was no danger, he said, 
that his invention could be stolen for he had at no .time committed 
any part of it to paper. He could trust his memory to preserve every 
fine detail of his investigations. This'v/S3 true, he said, of all 
of his later major discoveries. 

The nature of his system r/kes little difference now; he 
has gone and. has taken it with him. Perhaps, if there is any com¬ 
munication from beyond the veil that separates this life from what¬ 
ever exists hereafter, Tesla may look down upon earth's struggling 
mortals and find some way of dropping a hint concerning what he 
accomplished; but, if the situation is such that this cannot take 
place, then we must await until tho human race produces another 
Tesla. 



Thank you for your letter of April 20th, with 
enclosures. It was certainly most thoughtful of you to 


furnish us this information, and your interest and 

courtesy are indeed appreciated. 


MAILED 6 


APR 3 01976 

—* 

FBI 


Sincerely yours, . 

_ C'- 

C. M. Kelley " 

Clarence M. Kelley L ~ 

Director t ■ 


NOTE: Bufiles indicate limited correspondence with 

last outgoing 6-27-73, in reply to his request concerning 
papers of Dr. Nikola Tesla* Dr. Tesla was a world-famous 
electrical inventor, and at the time of his death in 1943, 
all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous 
to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands, 
book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neill, alleged that 
d...ab Jthe FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his 
*«..oi,.: property. Bufiles indicated the Office of Alien Property of 

ct^sr.. _ 1Jie Department of Justice did so. Bufile 100-2237-23. 
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QlCnticb /Siated Senate 


To ensure proper handling please return all 
correspondence TO THE ATTENTION OF: 


Respectfully referred to: 


Please respond to the attached inquiry in 
duplicate anc return the enclosure. Than 
you for your cooperation. 
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of Jane Uth 


The effect.* of Dr. XIXola Tesla were impounded, aft 
his death, ty the Office of Alien Property of the Department 
of Justice and not by the PBX. fines we did not participate 
in the headline of Dr. Tesla *e belongings, X an enable to 
furnish the information you desire. 

A copy of yoor o orarasii cation and of this reply are 
being referred to the Department of Jmstice and the enclosure 
to your comunication is being returned ss requested. 

Sincerely years, 

C. M. Kelley 

Clarence N. Kelley 
Director 

Kneloeure 

1 “ Assistant Attorney General - Enclosures (2) 

Civil Division 

1 - Milwaukee - Enclosures (2) 

off £f<f of Congressional Affairs - Enclosures (2) 

NOTE; This response is consistent with past responses to 
inquiries of a similar nature. Bufile 100-2237 reflects 
that the Office of Alien Property took possession of 
Dr„ Tesla s papers following his death* 
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Memorandum 

Mr. Bresson >V' 


--"UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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date: 2/25/80 


A»»«c D». __ 

Or* AO K6m _ 

D** AD Imv. __ 

An) Do. 

Ad- $err: 

Gift |*». _ 

I dent.__ , 

Lull__ 

Labofotory__ 

Lef af Cm* . 

Plan 6 Imp_ 

Rat ktqnt_ 

Tack. $**•»._ 

Troiaia)_ _ . 

Pablu Ath. OR. 
Trlapkoaa R» . 
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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT DISCLOSURE 
REGARDING DR. NIKOLA "TESLA 


PURPOSE: 


,-tnMr^TWitU 

if o , 

\v \$ VJVX^_ v 5 ; z0j(\vfdi 


To reduce time spent on handling of requests for 
information on captioned subject and to promote uniformity 
of disclosure. 


DETAILS: 


A search of FBIHQ central records indices reflects 
that Dr. Nikola Tesla is carried as the subject of Bufile 
100-2237. Virtually all information in this file is inquiry- 
type correspondence. For purposes of FOIA releases, copies 
of this material have not been made and requesters have been 
so advised. Copies of the remaining material in the file 
totalling 29 pages, however, has been processed for disclosure. 
Numerous requesters have sought information relating to 
Dr. Tesla under the FOIA. Therefore, it is recommended that 
the disclosure documents maintained in Bufile 190-16504-4 be 
considered the preprocessed release appropriate for responses 
by the Initial Processing Unit for any further requests for 
information on this subject. 

RECOMMENDATION: 


That the^Initial Processing Unit, FOIPA Branch, 
Records Management Division, add captioned case to their 
list of preprocessed cases and an Y future requests 

for such information. *06 



4 l p 0 t -a '6 ?O4^bU 


/ 


ii/ auu uaj/LX' 

a m3 ‘ 


i_uO 




V r RQX 

27 1980 



Buy U S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savinas Plan 


F B< COJ 


Angust €, 1979 


£7/ 


sowci 



^•WSSSE? 


%e SSS5 


ur recent letter requesting information concerning 
aal* has been received. 


death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of 
Justice and not by the FBI. We have no preprinted material 
available for public distribution regarding Dr. Tesla. How¬ 
ever, under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 
(Title 5, United States Code, Section 552), requests have been 
made in the past regarding your topic and there may be docu- / 
aents available to you under Title 28—Code of Federal I 

Regulations. \ 

If you are interested in seeking such docuswnts 
under the Freedom of Information Act, you should make a 
separate inquiry, clearly marking the envelope and letter as a 
Freedon of Information Act request, and direct It to the 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 9th Street and 
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, D. C. 20535. Zn the 
le tt er you must request documents regarding the specific topic 
-qf linterest to you. REC* 79 
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RESEARCH AND 
ENGINEERING 
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Of.^t . THE UNDERSECRETARY OF DEI /SE 


WASHINGTON. D C 20301 


federal govekhmswT 


9 FEB 1581 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
SUBJECT: Papers Recovered on the Death of Nicola Tesla (U) 

(U) We understand that the FBI may have possession of_a number of papers 
found after the death of Nicola Tesla in 1943. NicolarTesla was a brilliant 
electrical engineer (i.e. the Tesla Coil) who was a~ pToneer in various 
aspects of electrical transmission phenomena. 

(C) We believe that certain of Tesla's papers may contain basic principles 
which would be of considerable value to certain ongoing research within the 
DoD. It would be very helpful to have access to his papers. 

(U) Since we have really no idea of the possible volume of these papers, 
we would be happy to provide a researcher who could assist you in reducing 

the magnitude of the search. If there are further questions, I am the ^- 

point of contact within the DoD and can be reached at 695-6364 or 695-7417": 
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Allan J. MacLaren 
LtColonel, USAF 
Military Assistant 
.Strategic and Space Systems 
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'lilit-ry Asuij.vd-t 

Strategic and Space Systems 

Office of the Under Secretary _n^rngMEirt 

of Dcfer.es ’ fBBBUI.wv 

Washington, D. C. 20301 ' ^ i".,-—''TlOiI COliTAINtl 

Dear Colonel Ktel<u*n> _ jg foy ^ 

Your rer orarioor. of February 9 requesting access to 
tht scientific i>apcr« of Dr- Mikola ^Tesla which right be ir. 
oar files has beer. referred to —y' office for reply. 

A prelir irary review of cur files indicates that the 
r_: dir net participate in the handling of nr. ?e*it‘B belon;- 
iiu-s fcllovihit death ir* 'iov Yorl. City in January, 1943. 
his pai<?re were erarinoJ by rs: Tsser.tatives cf the riffle- 
of .Mien Property, the wavy Departiuent an - the Office of 
Scientific kesearch anti Development, In February, 19il^Jfctatr~rx 
pAj*crB apparently were released to Hr. Sava h". hoaar-yrv^^T a ^\ 
Dr. ‘fcali's nephew and the a-iainistrator of his eata^ep^y--' 

;*.r. ci>'; wic'y a,', _-cr.es et thrt *,i wrr 11. Ce* trnl‘>?ar5\ 


.cat... 


: <r. * vl - * 


.\ cc.-.pietc 8v*.rcii of c.'r ifeiucs is b'ii.'j »adc to 
dttor- ir.c if we nave or.y information that right be useful 
tc you. You will be notified cf the resalto of this soarch 
at un earliest possible date. DZ-llO^p ^ J?£ ^3 

Sincerely* **- 
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2 Roger c. Young ' —- 

Assistant Director in Charge 
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trievahlfc file* concur:;* 
jtes and satariul i?« hi j 
of hi a loath ©n January 7, X 



were placw in t!u* cuito-'./ cl the All or. froperty Custodier. 
u::Ici seal Ly the Ji.itel 5,tr.t*f Covrr nxr.nt. Those xattri-ls 
have never teen 1;. the cure or cuetce 


'■'r. January 2C ar’ 27. 17J2, r 
thorough review vi the e'£.*tt? o' T-r. 
iC-uo v>r i>i v:.l;:e * - t.e 'J 


coaid i*e i^uac. his * I feel 


r 


of t:.c 

TZ1'. 

c :-_-rai 

authorities sa-le 

?e;-la 

to J.tcn-.i T ‘*' if 

r.ix.;i 

tatur vur <:i- jrt 

ncl at 

the ’lani.attan 



. are iCaie ar.i Storage Co. at 52 n! nr. 1 7 th Avauur, Lev York, 

’>:» 7 or>., where they apparontl/ verc taker. after hie death. icr- 
tiei^Lir.- L.>. tnij* Ci;*eir»atio:i vsrc r<jprcs:ntativf-e fro-; the 
he.; York «.:;•! ;:aeV-.ingtcCificee of the Alior. Property' Cuttodiin, the 
office of Scientific research and Dsvelop-ent *t‘ ths H«sia- 
chusatts Institute of Techr.do'.y, the Office of Laval Intel- 
licence, and unite i States hovel Kti.iQurch. Ch* I'd did not 
participate ir. this siia-i nation. ( 65-47953 section 1) 

It wc.c the considered opinion of a S7oh•; jar. of those 
cnautiners "that there exist, aucr.y or. Tesla's papers and posses¬ 
sions no scientific notes, descriptions of hitherto unrevealel 
^thods or devices, or actual apparatus vhlch could he o r 
aianiiicant value to t! is country or which voul-1 constitute a 
hazard in unfriendly hands." There was thought to be no 
technical or riilitary reason why further custody of the property 
should bt cctainei. JLcyvevcr , our files Indicate that certain 
papers, which vere regarded ae typical of Kiiola Tesla's writings^ . 
-R-- thought.*, ir. the period of 1925 ftp 3*042, vsr:-^ o.'. cvj ’ for /) f 
t'v. !of r-fcpql- to the Tfflch'oA the Alice. 

■:u. (65-47953 section 1) u tg /CO ' ^ " <S 



V ^38 DE-n^‘ 
«E 


MAR 25 1031 



>:o“~ p.% 7 '. T:inr T :) 



ab 





Col. 4. j. AjacC-aran 


4 m»mo d<a ted October 17, 1945", frowi our M«w Yorf 
Office said that at that ti**»e Dr. feffla ; s effecti 
at the Manhattan Storage v/arshOH^e in some 7 $ packing boy es 
and trunk* odder seal the Mew York Qepert*«nt of Taxation. 

The rental for this storage, approximately J15 p 4 r aontb, 
was being paid by Charlotte Kutar, 134 Cast €3rd Street, 
i.'cv York, rev York; who was listed ao arj agent for Sava Xoaanovioi;, 
Dr. Tesla'a nephew and adoir.ietrator of his estate. ( 65 - 47953 - 14 ) 

On October 26, 1943, “ 

a you nr scientist who ha 1 been Tec la ' s protegeT" 

With him were 



Ltvj that the ?ni allow the bearers of the 
effnets of Kiv.ola Tesla. (65-47953-15) 


uest- 

accesfl to the 



Zt explained to that the 

FET had no jurisdiction over Tosla's effects, and they ware 
referred to the Cf^iee* o? the Alien Property Custodian. Bureau 
files do not indicate whether the men ever examined Tesla’s 
belongings. (65-47953-15) 

The Tesla effects remainsc) In rcO»e 5J ani 5L of the 
Manhattan Storage Company. Ln the 1950s, FBI Agents were told by 
company management that the only recorded v isit had b ean made 
by “Federal authorities” in January, 1943. 

I^l^^rocalle! that the a^n ha ! taken B’luiiroua phoi 
bis description of the equipment oseJ would ten- to show that 
a oicrofil~ reproduction was cade of the papers of the deceased. 
(65-47953-27) 

Our files do not reflect any pertinent information 
on the Tesla aatcrialo since that date. Their current vheroabouts 
or condition axe not reflected in our files. 

Ter further information regarding this matter, you aay 
wish to contact the offloe of the Alien Property Custodian and 
thu other Federal agencies mentioned above. 

I hope that vo have been of asnlstance to you. 
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nr ’ Public Affairs 

(C0!TI'!7TP - OV~.:\) 





Ct. COl. A, J. facLtrdn 


yore.* 0r» February $, 1$$), Col. NacLara* wnrote to us irtqoirioy 
about the scientific papers of £>r. (vi tto3>9 Tesla. In 3 lOtUPn 
letter of rUroh 9, ee informed hi* that, a thorough review of 
our files would be wale it search of the inforeetion fee requested. 
Thic vas done end he Is being inform?! of the results. Tesla's 
papers h&vo been the subject of nuaerous inquiries by various 
individuals end organ 1 rations since bis death. Ft I received 
over 20 roiA requests on this setter during the period 1973- 
1930. better coordinated with FQIA Section, 8 0. 
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WASHINGTON, D C. 20301 
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rjSmiAJ j GOVERNMENT 


Mr. Roger S. Young 

Assistant Director in Charge 

Office of Congressional and Public Affairs 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Mr. Young, 


//' 



Thank you very much for your letters of March 10 and March 20, 1981, v in 

o 

response to our request re Dr. TVala. We very much appreciate the effort 


that must have gone iTTC 


A 7 /•;./>. 

r cvr tl T is. 


On behalf of the Deputy Under Secretary 


(Strategic and Space Systems), Dr. S. L. Zeiberg, I would like to thank 
you and the people who spent their time searching out the relevant data. 

Sincerely, 


ALL J 


DATEL 



obtained 

; UNCLASS 





Allan A/AMacLaren 

ToIcfneT r*tTS7CF- 

Military Assistant 
^ Strateg±c~arrd~ Space" Systems 
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AU^NFQRMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE Mi-93 BY 

WA N*. 
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Director of the FBI 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 



■;._d • 


While attending college, I came across, an article about the 

Q // i n r 

electrical genius, Nicolai Tesla . nr. tesla' was an electrical 

genius with such peers as EDISON and WESTINGHOUSE. Tesla _ 

OUTSIDE "re¬ 
designed the basic generator and was the first man to introduce 

alternating current to the people. The article, written in an 
underground SanFrancisco newspaper, stated that Tesla also 
worked with electromagnetic waves and supposedly built a plant 
that could harness the electromagnetic waves out of the earth's 
atmosphere sufficiently enough to use them as a source of elec¬ 
tricity. The article stated that Tesla built such a plant and 
lit up a city street 150 miles away by sending the electromag¬ 
netism via radio waves. This method is presently being used in 
electronic warfare. After that, the article stated that the’ 

FBI confiscated his plans and buried them in your archives. 

Their reasoning was that such a free form of energy would knock 
out a big chunk of the oil, coal, and nuclear forms of energy 
and their contributions to the economy(money for research and 
employment). All I want to know is if there is any truth to 
this story and if so what was the FBI's reasons and when are the 
archives opened again so that Tesla’s work could come to light 
again. Now bear in mind that this man was anvelectrical genius 
and even had a unit of electrical measure nimed afte*^ 

he did figure out a way to utilize the earth's electromagnetic 

, 1 y \ »7 , c 

waves then I believe that we are ready to gradually phas e ou t 
our dependence on oil, ease the volatile tension in the Middle 
jEast and put all that money presently going to the Arabs into 

(Orb> 



f 

i 



space research, joint international research and deep-sea 
research to help solve our population problem. I am talking 
about huge sums of money being released that could speed up 
the experts present projected times of producing significant 
gains in these still relatively new fields. 

You could at least take the time to check out what I am 
saying and judge for yourself whether or not the archives 
should be opened now to put the world back on a more secure 
heading. 


Sincerely, 



smm 


August 7, 1981 


all iN::r.:‘vrr.:r codt/ im-d 

KEfilu'W 13 UNCLASSIFIED ~ -V 

A T 1 F t\ _ v \ ti vr , K fv,,. 


0kntm sour eg 


Dear 



Judge Webster has referred jour letter of July 21st 
to me for e reply. A check of our files indicates Dr. Mikola 
Tesla's effects were impounded after his death by the Office 
of Allen Property of the Department of Justloe and not by 
the PBI. While your interest is indeed appreciated, the FBI 
is unable to answer your questions as we did not participate 
in the handling or have anything to do with the storage of 
Dr. Tesla's belongings. 

To be as helpful as possible, Z am for wa rding a 
oopy of this communication to the Department ef Justloe. 


T 


mogar s. roung -r 

Assistant Director ip Charge 
Office of Congressional 
end Public Affairs': 


I sec AD lev. 
issc AD Aim. _ 
Evec AD LC5_ 

A»M. Dir.: 

Ade £erv»._ 

Cne. lev. _ 

West,_ 

Istsll_ 

Lsksrstsry - 

Lv^ol Cmh. _ 

PJon & Imp _ 

fisc Mjat _ 

Tech. W*». _ 

TreisMf_ 

Public AH*. Off 
Telephsee Rm. _ 

0 <r«cter’t Sec y 


P - - Acting JSksistei*t4httommpDGe»eral'5eDaBtelosure S U 

Civil Division i± 

& * £ 

NOTE: is not identifiable in Bufiles. Dr. 

i died on 1/7/43 and we have receive^ correspondence 

Y; regarding his belongings whidn.lw^e impounded by the Office 
' of Alien Property of the Department of Justice. , 

' _ ^ i • ■ i r. t /Ai ^ ^ 
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TRANSMIT VIA: 
□ Teletype 


PrECEDENCE: 

□ Immediate 

□ Priority 

□ Routine 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATTN: INTD, SUPERVISOR 


SAC* CINCINNATI 


CLASSIFICATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLASEFTO 

□ UNCLAS 

Date _ 8/18/8 


JIKOLA 


l TESLA 



,6») 


S0 


entirety. 


This communication is classified "Sedret" in its 


Re telephone 
Division, to Supervisor 



Cincinnati 
:HQ, on 8/11/83, 


Enclosed for the Bureau and New York is one copy 
each of pertinent pages from the 1981 book titled "Tesla: 

Man Out of Time" by Margaret Cheney, with important passages 
underlined. 

For information of Bureau and New York. 


at wright-Patterson Air 


also at wt'Af b, have corn been in contact with SA 
Jf at the Dayton, Ohio RA regarding possible FBI 


SECRET 


ClassifieJJby: 8262 

VV Declassify^!*; 

^Tf^^Bureau (Enc. 1)®^^ ^ 
"2 - New York (Enc. 1) 

_ r> 2 - Cincinnati A 


CUssfe/by, ifdt 
Deda^fy on:^WDR 


"jSkss&jtjOO — u *>7 t ^ 

nc. 1) T s 

f\ ALL Wrm^ATIQN CC'JiTAlMED ~ 


Approved: 


53 NPV ■ / 3 C 



TransipKfed 


f :: - • 


(Number) (Time) 


17 AUG 22 1983 
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Involvement in the seizing of Nikpla Teslas research papers 
and other documents and scientific instruments after his death 
on January 7, 1943. 

* * They both'expfinfnSar that Tesla was a Scientific 
genius and experiiMpter.who w as born in Yugoslavia of Serbian 
parents o n 7/10/56. went to school later in Grata, Austria. 

, Prague, Czechoslova kia and Paris, Franca* He imaigrated to 
'the U.S. In the“early i860'a, worked for Thomas Edison's labotator 
for a oowple of years, then started his own lab after being paid 
$1 million dollars for rights to his patents on his polyphase 4. 

Systems of alternating current dynamos, which lepd to the 

harnessing of Hiagra Falls for producing electricity f-J- - 

end then the power system of the whole country. He was naturalize 
in 1889. He predicted wireless communication (radio). His later 
experiments in Colorado and elsewhere W* to hi8 producing 
artificial lightning in the millions of volts. He also had 
patents on the concept of neon and flourascent lights, but he ___ 
later made little mpaagr on hie later invent lone , v al though he v «' 
continued to do experiments leading to devices of great 
potential worth, which he never patented. He became more 
reclusive in his later years, living In various hotels in New York 
City. In the 1930‘s he claimed he had developed the concept and 
method of building a "death ray", which could destroy planes at 
many miles distant, for defending America. Also, there ere report 
of resonance machines or devices whereby he could shake one or 
many large city buildings from some distance away. 


Both and Hm^Pald that Tesla donated "some" 

of his papers (or copies thereof) to the Tesla Institute in 
Belgrade, Yugoslavia; set up in the 1930 in his honor by their 
government. Biographies on Tesla claim that either the custodian 
of Allen Property and/or the FBI seized his papers and other 
personal effects, including a safe or safes, and other property 
immediately after his death in 1943. This is elaborated on in 
the enclosed copies of certain pages of Margaret Cheney's book, /r 
*Tesla: -Man Out of Tims". * A 


v. VIIIHr eald that after 4forld Har II Tesla*a papers were 

shipped toU^Tesle Institute in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, bv his 
nephew . , who had become Titir 1 * Ambassador to the //\ 

~u.&. There were reports that some microfilming of Tesla's -—. 

papers by government agents while they were still in storage 
in New York under Kosanovic's custody. 



Cl 




f s> 


(#/) 



Alao, the Soviet IMon has allegedly bed at 
to some of Tesla's papers, possibly in Belgrade and/oi 
else where, which Influenced their early research into directed 
energy weapons, and Butler feels access to auch of Tesla's 
papers on lightning, beam weapons and/or "death rays” would 
give him more Insight into the Soviet beam weapons program. ' 
This Is Butler's area of expertise and responsibility. He - 
hes been unable to locate any Tesla papers or copies of same 
in the classified or unclassified libraries at WPAFB. However, 
there are reports that some portions of them were shipped by 
the Custodian of Allen Property Office in Washington,’b. C. to 
a technical research lab at WPAFB, possibly the "Equipment 
Lab”, now closed for some years or reorganized into another 
organization. 




_ id ■■■^■^Vare both desirous of learning 

the locations 01 such papers ef Vasia *e how.ejfclst in the U*8.' 
for both intelligence and research purposes.' "Therefore, • 
would like to examine FBI files relating to Nikola Tesla aL 
possibly any on Sava Kosanovic, his nephew who received the 
bulk of his papers after Tesla's death, and may possibly 
have been the subject of FBI investigation. 

travels to the Washington, D.C. area on 
FTD busineaW^eriodlcally and can review FBI files et FBIHQ 
relating to Tesla and Kosanovic. 

REQUEST OF THE BUREAU 

’• ‘-.'•■I . V*>v- 

The Bureau Is requested to conduct full indices checks 
on both Nikola Tasla and Sava Kosanovic. 


Hew To 
above 
interes 

LEADS 


Should there be such files at VBIHQ, as well as at 

-lasted that Bureau consider granting the 

of FTD, Official access to same, in the 
security. 


Should thei 


,-4 - 




NEW YORK 

AT NEW YORK. NEW YORK 

Will conduct same indices check as requested of 
Bureau and advise the Bureau and Cincinnati of results and 
confirm such files and references still exist there 
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pitoeurtnners in physics, Millikan, Compton, and James Fra 
in a eulogy to the inventor as "one of the outstanding Intel 
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Mr. Edgar Hoover,Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D.C. 



/> 


Uv dear Mr* Hoover: 


I do not know whether or not the recent series of 
air crashes on the west coast has attracted the at- 
tention of your department, or whether, if invest!- 


_ ~ 4- 4 4_ 2 -t ~ ~ 4. J 

get nun f? cri. tr xnu -nja Ocru , 


_-t_ 4 _ 3 4 .i. 4 ___ 1 J 

uuer jui'i&uiyuuu wuuia 


ye 


your own. An idea as to the cause of these crashes 
has occurred to me, however, and I thought it might 
hear a bit of checking up. 


ir you will check newspaper riles as far back as 
1934, I believe you will find that the earliest of 
the unexplained ( and apparently unexplainable crash¬ 
es) occurred about that time. 

As I remember the events, it was during that year 
that three small planes exploded in the air over 
Texas and southwestern Kansas- and Oklahoma. These 
crashes were not accounted for, either by subsequent 
investigation where the plane occupants wore killed 
or by the experience of surviving plane occupants 
in one case. 


Following these tragedies there came a lapse of about 

o vfiar fi f f U/Vi t r* ri +- o /l ^ Irnwi on 4 - Vk^^+* 

»-* j y vwa v«4V4 v vv v U4. a vu n ^ l AJV/ u P 

apparent reason) the series of crashes which cost the 
lives of a senator, of Knute Rockne, and a number 
of others. All crashes again occurred in the South 
and Southwest. 


Again there was a lapse of time, this one not qqite 
a year, and there started the worst series of air 
disasters the country has yet seen. One plane lost 
in the Southwest and not yet accounted for. One plane 
crashes into a mountainside within sight of its air¬ 
port. And now the most recent incident, the falling 
of a United liner into San Francisco Bay while cir¬ 
cling its airport, preparatory te la n din g-;-—- 

hLUniiJf.U & L\O LX£ If/ L —■— /✓ "7/' UQ _ / 

Now in this most recent Incident of , ~t 
the radio operator at the airport f seems to me to be ^ 
highly illuminating. This operator reported a_^oft 
buzz interrupting his communication Earner 

a lmiri rncT cnnh nc H\r +■ Ho tunrct ^ mu <7 i 

WWW w* * w • WI^A w V* W\A w WV* W J V tiV »* w « pin * t-y 


able static ... then silence. The plane 
into tne bay like a plummet. 
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*Craok pilots do not sudd'enly become rank hams and 
bungle in handling a ship. Nor do the three motors 
(or even two) on the large airliners, atop simul¬ 
taneously without extremely sifflc&fent^ reason. 

Th ese things might happen once or even twice in 
a lifetime. They do not happen six and eight times 
a year. It is not logical that they should. 


To digress for a moment, I recallI reading an article 
In a magazine a year or two ago, written by K^l Q - 
|\ Tesla_, the inventor. The article dealt with a new 
"“Invention of Mr. Tesla’s ... a giant induction coil 
which would project power (high voltage) through the 


atmosphere without the use of transmission wires. 
Mr. Tesla devoted some space to the possible social 
benefits that would result to the public should his 
invention be perfected arri become practical. 


I have not heard of Mr. Tesla now in two or three 
years. Perhaps he has left the country. Perhaps he 
is still here. He might still be working on the in¬ 
vention described in the above-mentioned article. 

It might have been stolen from him. 

In any case, his views on the ideas presented by these 
two unconnected subjects, would he well worth while 
having. And if I had the money and the time, I should 
certainly make an effort to smoke him out myself. 

The thing is simply this: if one man can make an in¬ 
strument that will project power through the air for 
even so short a distance as 500 yards (the then- 
practical limitations of Mr. Nikola’s device) it is 
entirely possible for another to project power for 
several hundreds of miles. And the effect of such 
uncontrolled power on metallic objects in its path 
is entirely unpredictable. 

Please do not think me a "crank” letter writer. I 
have never before written a letter of this type to 
anyone. But the idea seems to me so within the bounds 
of possibility that I most sincerely feel it will 
bear some practical study. 



1[>C 
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iM EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR j 


liberal Bureau of Inurctigatton 
Unitrb States Srpartment of 9uatirr 
Baiifington, 9. C. 


i us 1 H 


Mr. Toibod_ 

Mr. E.A. Tanur. 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. Ladd_ 

Mr. Nichols_ 

Mr.Roaen_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 


JBLred 


January 11, 1943 


MEMORANDUM FOR !'!?. LOD 






? TT ' Q - T r 

YXPraitTITT A >T D ‘ HR V A D CH 
OF KIKfl/ FSU (Ofceased) 
ESFjr^v - 1'■ 


Mr* Coffey_ 

Mr. Hendoa_ 

Mr. Kramer_ 

Mr . McGui re_ 

Mr* Harbo_ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Keaae_ 


In a teletype/from the New York Office dated January 9, 1943, 
tie Bureau's advice ie/reouested ar to w^pt action should be taken in 
connection with tl^ic /h.atter. It is to be ro+ed t>*at Tesla died January 7, 1943, 

anH rac ! s + +■ V\ 4 - « 1 y fr\ rVi; r 14^ tare o nno n "0 +- Via »• *! r? T c? nuf fi+s nrr r±\ 


.1 r® ™ ;Ui \^r 


scientists in the *ieNu*ical field and has 1 
in connection vri+Jh wireress transmission of 
conmonly referred to as the "Death Ray", 


uxjc ui viic wuriU’3 uuiotai:u*a^ jgi 

beer conducting many experinerts (j) 

’ electrical power and wnat is C Q 


Sava Kosanovich, a distant relative intensely disliked by Tesla, is 
taking steps to get possession these important documents and plans* Kosenovich 


taking steps to get possession these important documents and plans* Kosenovicf 
on January 7, 1943, with Geor gejclark, in charge of the I'useum and Laboratory for 
RCA# And KenretmSwezey of Brooklyn, New York, entered Tesla's rooms in" the Hotel 
Hew Yorker and, wi^h the eid of a lockerith, broke into a safe containing some 
of Tesla's valuab ye papers* including important electrical formulae, designs, 
et cetera* (y/ffc) 


Tesla is reported to have completed and perfected hie experiments in 


a revolutionary type^of torpedo not presently in use by any nation* It is 
reported that Kosanovich may possibly make this material available to the enemy. 


ACTION: 


I called of the Tew York Office at 12*30 P.K* and pointed 

out the apparent burglary violation on .the part of Kosanovich. I told him this 
matter should be discreetly discussed with the State's Attorney in New York City 
with a view to locating Kosanovich and anprebending him on a burglary charge in 
order to determine the nature of the material he took from Tesla's safe, I 
pointed out the necessity for the State's Attorney keeping any action most secret 
in view of the highly confidential neture of the plars involved* I also suggested 


that the New York Office contact the Surrogate Court in order that Tesla's effects 


to preserve the — 
& war ar.<L.natioralj 


as well as the contents of his safety deposit boxes might not be entered without 
the presence of a Bureau Agent in order that we tuay end eavor to preserve the 
seq re c y of any plan3 or items essential to thg, conduct iki 1 Tna war and,Tuitioralj 
PqgGCTORY security. it i [( US U7 ?S3 - 1— 
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Clark and tumth fseaay a—fp— Mntwl • Wr Q1 aiy rlalatic* hy entering 
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adrlaad tola setter atow tottw—tf die —a aa d with tta ttata'a Attorney, 
9 — i«rk 0lty» with a vtor ta laaatlm paaeacvlch aad apprehending his an a 
burglary eharg«. In onlar ta ascertain tbs —tsre af tha seterial taken fres 
tha aafa of Vlkola Taala. It waa also ruftrl-ri that tha Saw York Office 
contact tha Surrogate Oourt, in order that Taala'a off acts, as wall aa tha 
contests of his safety deposit bases, sight sat ha as t ar a d withe at tha presence 
af an Agent, in ardar that tha aeareey of a—r plawa or its— essential to 
tha conduct af tba war or —tie—1 aeourlty ad#t ha preserved« It waa stated 
that Xasaavrlah sight p— clhl y sake certain —tarlal available ta tha mommy * 
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liberal Surrau of investigation 

VniteZi States Department of dustire 
New York, New York 



KBC:PM 

66-12290 


March 19, 1943 


Director, FBI 

___ ^2 _ 

Be; uoXNOWN oudi/jsCTS; SAVAaOSANOVIui; s' 

EXPERIMENTS Aim RESEARCH OF NIXOIAHTTSLA 

(Deceased)• 

ESPIONAGE, MISCELLANEOUS 

Dear Sir: 


Reference is Bade to the Bureau letter la the above—captioned 
matter dated January 21, 1943, in which it is etetod that it is desired that 
the Bureau he kept promptly and currently informed of all developments in this 

Case. -r " 


In view of a telephone call fron Mr. Little of the Bureau 
to Mr. T. J. Donegen, Assistant Special Agent in Charge of the New York 
Office, dated Jfammrv 14 1QA.7 \ n wV>4s%v. l/*» T.< f fi « a. ±v~ _v- 

■ -- *f ** , am W*«*W4 «a , w VJ.C ovawou WltlL VA1C auu VC” 

captioned matter was now being handled as an Alien Enemy Custodial Detention 
matter and therefore no further action should be taken in the matter hy the 
New York Field Division, thi6 case is being considered closed in this Office, 
unless advised to the contrary by the Bureau at some future time. 


Very truly yours, 

e _ 

E. E. CONROY v 






Special Agent In Charge 
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Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


NEW YORK CITY, N.Y. 


REPORT MADE AT 

DATT WHEN MADE 

PERIOD FOR 

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 

3-29-43 



(9 


SAVA K. KGSANOVICH, with alias 
Sava M* tosonovitch 


FlhX WO. 1X-8189 



CHAEACm or CASK 


INTERNAL SECURITY 0. 
pESBSDUCL QECQinon 




DETAILSt 


AT DOVER. DELAWARE 



__ stated tha- 

he had been a very good friend of NICKJSESLA '"ho has died recently and that 
he believes that the subject is a third or fourth cousin of TESLA and that 
when TESLA died, the subject was his only close relative in this country and 
TESLA'S effects cane into his possession* 

SPINEL related that the subject had recently turned over to the government 
the aajorlty of the patents of KICK TESLA* SPANEL described TESLA as being 
one of the greatest inventors that has ever lived. He stated he Md more than 
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900 inventions and patent* „ SPAHEL stated that at one tins TESLA had 
an invention In which ha was able to direct alaCtrl cal current without 
the Maas of a conductor* B» felt that this type of an invention would 
be of invaluable assistance to any country at war and for this reason 
felt that TESLA'a inventions and patents should be put into the hands 
of proper Qoverment of fi dais, where they night be put to the best 
advantage for the United States* Be does not believe the sifcjeofc ie 
engaged in any un-Ai—riaea activities snd stated that he was wore than 
willing to turn thus# patent* and Inventions ever to the proper Oovera- 
Mnt agency* Be asserted that before TESLA died, he had spoken to the 
subject regarding tads be sowing a united States cdtisen sad SPAHEL 
believes that 1» is wow taking the proper steps to achieve that end* i 




SPINEL also stated that tbe-eebjeet bed bended all of the effects of f 
the deoeaeed TESLA to the Alien Property Custodian in Mew Ioric City* j 

SPAHEL advised that the day before TESLA died he had tried to get in \ 
touch with War Department officials in Washington in order that he night 
wake available to thaw patents end inventions that he had developed* 
However, bo was not able to get in touch with the proper authorities 
end he died the following day* 

SPAKEL advised that the Yugoslavian Governwent had been sending TESLA 
approximately $600*00 per month for sonatina prior to hie death and 
this was described as being a sort of pension* 

w 

SPAHEL stated further that he has previ ously turned ove r information 
regarding the subject to Special Agent Mow fork 

Field Division* Us also advised that WAUjBB^BBtcRT, Sdenoe Editor, 
Dow fork Times and BILL LABBENZ, Sdenoe Feature inter. New York Tines 
and the Sdenoe Editor of the Herald Tribune would be able to elaborate 
on sods of the aooowplishnents of NICK TESLA and that the June 1900 
issue of the Century Magaalne also contained an article relating to 
the inventions of TESLA* 


SPAHEL also stated that he believed BLOTCB FITZGERALD, Pisrpont Hotel 
Brook lyn* New Y ork* Secretary to TESLA, has been contacted by Special 
Agent ■MBPbnd that if the M ew Y ork Office wishes to contact SPANEL 
be reached at ds hose 
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to be interviewed concerninr certain information she possessed 
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case entitled Uhh,_l. i buEJlCTf, ?h *>. }.-1 ..E^Td A;. 

it, t chi jJ purcsu file briefly, t 

the^e teletypes is that snorti^ after nicoia Tesla, one c 
ecientists in tie electrical fie^a, diec in nis noie^ roc 
January o, 1913, dava Kosauovich, a distant relative, ana 
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IWFLY. PLCASC KJJ ' E-W TO 

no. 65- 12290 


HER:mhm 


Director, FBI 


Jfrbrral Bureau of Jnaeatigatton 

Hnftrb states department of JJuattre 

New York 7, New York 



on: 



’UAL 


Dear Sir: 


1 4.4 t-n 

Re: UN^&T S%.TE7rSj V ^ P 9/^6© 

SAVA v KOSA?JnVTCH; 

Experiments and research of NIKOLa'VesLA (deceased) 
ESFIONA^ - V 


Reference is made to the Bureau letter dated January 21, 1943, which 
bore a caption similiar to that mentioned above. 


The re^er^rced letter dealt with the death, on January 7, 1943, of 
the famous inventor, NIKOLA T"01A, who as well as being the inventor of 
Alternating Current, perfected many electrical deviceg. He is also credited 
with having developed the- so calledJidealh ray* 1 which would safeguard any 
country from attack by air. j 


r*. Jun* 9 , 1945,1 


New York Citv furnished 


in for—.? tier) of a nonspecific nature indi cat in; - that it was his belief that 
persons sympathetic to Russia were making an effort to secure the effects of 
NTKOIA T-SLA in orde^tr^alvsre therefrrv. ar.y models or designs of possible 
military value. that he heard that A9RAKAY N. 

, President of the.NATIONAL LAT"~ —° c ' 15 A"T0’’, of Dover, Delaware was 
th a motivating influence behind th- ; s attempt to obtain TESLA’S peoers which 
are presently h-ld in stcrarr at tbe-^A^ATTA*: S T DRA^ WAR^rnuSE in New Ycrk 


Oity.j 


'remised to return to the New v *rk ^ield Division shortly 


furnisn further and more specific information to 

&BOC , '//'y 

~ - - j | 1 T' / 

He was hot Vieard from again, however, until September 27, 19(f?, a 
t A v. c - h*= ^rrv ; sh-d t-h* following additional information: 


a*ter hi s Initial v;sit and 
suonort- his cla^T.s. 
enclosure attaCITED v ■ 

• 1 ' *" • Tip nor. Toe 


He sai^ that a boyhood chum of his from Wichita, Kansas, 3L' 

'^TTTf^.RAI D, ha^b^j^T^SI a f S protege and one of the inventors few confidents. 
According 17 TTZ r T c 'RALD who is now an Army Private stationed 

at. Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, is a brilliant 29 year old scientist who scent 
endless hours with "ESLA prior to the lett ers death, du ring which time TESLA 
explained to him roosu secret experiments. stated that FTTZCERAID 

met TESLA in November 1942, but h* had been corresponding with the latter 
sinc~ 1935. According to the informant, riTZOTRAlD had developed some sort 
of anti-tank gun, the details of vdr ch he presented to TESLA who made certai 
corrections in design and soecifications to further perfect the weapon. 




_ HV related thgt so’-et.'r,° in December 1°42, when v TT r T 7*- 

wa« attending a meeting o-~ the^DRTOAV S"~ r '”iY * r ?n-’AftPAV ’O'TU-mFS, b 
made the acouaintance os A t3 RA.H.VN^ c /d~i* who became interested in 

- - - r\ i 
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gun. SPANEL offered financial aid to FITZGERALD and the two were in the 
closest conta ct with each other for a considerable period of time. 

said that FITZGERALD had lined up a deal for the purchase of 
the gun by the^TOJOTON AKVS (Xln'PA.^,but for some reason SPANEL blocked 
this deal by reaching top men in the-'lferrNOTON COMPANY. SJANEL is then 
reported as having obtained a job for FITZGERALD with th^HIGGENS S’-TP 
BUILDING COMPANY in New Orleans and negotiated a contract with FITZGERALD 
for the purchase and manufacture of the gun in a manner which would return 
80^ of the profits derived to SPANEL, 

stated that in November of 1943, for some unknown reason 
but which he believes to be attributable to SPANEL, FITZGERALD was fired by 
the UIGGENS COMPANY. In September of 1944, FITZGERALD was inducted into the 
Army and for a considerable period of time was located at a n ordinance 
experimental station at Elgin Field, Florida. stated that at 

the present time FITZGERALD is engaged in a highly secret experimental 
project at "Wright Field in Dayton, Ohio. In suite of his rank of Private, 
FTTZ' , ER4I.P actually is the director of this research and is working w^th 
many top young scientists who were inducted into Army from leading industrial 
posts. 


According fttzorratp is presently working on the 

perfection of TESLA'S "death ray^whi ch in FITZGERALD'S opinion is the only 
possible defense against offensive use by another nation of ther-Atomic Bonb. 
In this connection, it is noted that the-'Tew York Times'of September 22, 1940 
in an article entitled ^SCIENCE IN THE NEWS" by WILLIAM A^AURSNCE, Science 
Editor states that TESLA devulged to I-AVRENC 5 '. the fact that he had developed 
a "death rav** or ^tel-force" which TESLA c" 1 aimed would melt airplane motors 
at a distance of 25C miles, so that actually an invisible Chinese Wall would 
be built around a country against attack by an enemy air force. 


According to the article in the’i TV ES, this electrical device would 
operate by the generation of power from a plant, a number of which might be 
located strategically along our coast lines anc tie beam from which would 
melt any engine within a radius of 25C miles. 


stated that during FITZGERALD’S acquaintance with 
SHAN'T., FITZGERALD had " old S r Ai:EL of his associations with TESLA and hac 
apparently described to S r A!'EI, some of TESLA’S most secret work, 
believes that SPANEL, who he claims is definitely pro-Russiar. in attitude, 
is nor: attempting through legal procedure tc secure custody of TESLA'S 
effects wh J ch are now held by TESLA’S only h°ir, one SAVA KOSAK'-’ECH, who 
is presently in Yugoslavia occupying some governmental post. 


> It will be recalled that in an article published on w arch 15, l c 45, 
by the'r T NG F r A' ni ’°’ SYNDI GATE INCORPORATED, TEST BROOK'LL GLEE charged S’-'ANEL 
with spreading oro-communist and pro- Russian propaganda through his full 
page advertisement in the newsraoers, which SPANEL characterized as being 
published for the>VT r R’'ATONAL LATE 1 ' >> R^P.A'!T0N, as a public service *Vatu;e 
It is aiso interest'-ng to observe tha - ir. the New v ork Times of Oct.ob~ v " Z, 
1945, an article a.;pears which states that SPANEL is suing the KING FTA' r "?.E 
SYT " TCATE T NCERDERATED for six million '.ollars alleging the column by 
z-frrLY. hsve been litb^lous, 

000-02 
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stated that through ETTZDERALD he too had met SPAKEL 
and from this personal acquaintance he formed the opinion that SEANEL was 
] definitely a communist and is probablyon^o^the financial supporters of 
/ /the\Communist Party in this country. stated that SPANEL was 

jj born in Russia, but.is now an American citizen. He also charged that SPANEL 
I exerted tremendous political influence in Washington^ D. C., and said that 
j one of SPANEI'S closest political friends was HENRY ^ALI-AdE. 

■H|H^ advised that two agents from Army Intelligence contacted 
and stateatna^ir^n investigation to determine the qualifications of 
EITZCPRALD for a commies!on, they had developed information indicating that 
SPANEL was definitely endeavoring to secure possession of TESLA’S effects. 

;1 indicated that Amy Intelligence was pursuing an investigation 

a^n^tnese lines in an attempt to ascertain the cor.plete story in this 
regard. psyci- 


s n oyt 


Stated that ^T’0~ALu naa interested a groun o: young 
Arr.T scientists now working wi t h him at Viright ?i e 1 d in this foundation, and 
their ultimate goal is to secure th° support of a wealthy backer in order that 
a foundation might be established and that a sort ofj^idea factory” might 
result* He said that they intended to contact HENRT^ORT), SR.> to solicit 
his aid in this regard. 

lHHH^related that probably fhegreatest idea of TESLA'S was 
that involving the wireless transmission of electrical power* He claimed 
that T1SIA had performed a successful experiment many years ago at Pikes 
^eak, at which time he harnessed local current from t he quo f s rays which he 
built un into a huge Potential electrical energy. that 

accordinr to ^TTZ^ALT), if this idea could be furth-'rea^a^^^Tectrical 
enerr rr to ooerate the world’s machinery might be gotten absolutely free rather 
tnan by the costly method with which electrical power is presently generated* 
He Sr:-*d that his idea was to conduct further experiments along this line 
:n ^ina where the nec^ r or electrical power is very great. - 

Inquiry was mace at the 11 AN K ATT AN ST OR A (7? ?AR*3TnuSB in New York City, 
and it was determined that the effects of NIKOLA T0S1A are contained in some 
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Y5 packing cases and trunks and are presently under seal by the New York 
State Department of Taxation. It was learned that the rental for this 
storage, which approximates *15 per month, is being paid by one CHARLOTTE 
^J<UZAB, 134 Past 63rd Street, New v ork, New York, who is listed as the agent 

for SAVA ffOSANOVIfS. 


Inquiry was also made at the office of the Alien Property Custodian 
in New York City, concerning 8n investigation conducted by this office at 
the time of TPTIA'S death, and at which time the latter*s property was placed 
under seal by the "hr* ted States Government. Vr. WAIT Vi OORST’CH, Chief 
Investigator fcr th® Alien Property Custodian, provided a cower letter and, 
a summary of materials owned by TESLA at the time of his death which was 
examired by JOHN GjCRDV?, of the office ofifSCTSSTTflC BPSPARCH *• p—i.qp- 
*'P!*T. Vr. OORSUT a^s"' stated that hie file in this matter reflected that 
on the night TPSLA died his safe was forced open by a representative of the 
—SHORE *■. WALKER SAFE TPfPANY. It was Vr. OORSHCH’S belief that a Vr.^SYPPZPY 
r;ho is believed to be one of the editors of the^0 T5 *’LAP STuNCS VACAHTI was 
present in TESLA 1 5 roan shortly after the safe was opened. These individuals 
were V/T LlS^t-POERE, PDTYAPD N 9AJ,' , EP, and JOrD-I J.NQ1RBFTT. 

There arc enclosed herewith tre typewrit tor. copies of the report by 
Vr. TB'J” r of the ALT IT FR1-FR? V 7A* reflecting the findings of Vr. 

TP’r'Oj following his examination cf '""'CIA'S effects. There is also enclosed 
herewith a ohotcstatlc copy o r a list of 
TT3IA. This latter item was furnished by 

The above information i? '"umished for the Bureau’s information, 
and no irvesti .cation is brine conducted by this office. 
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Mr. Walter Qcreuch, 

Ilian Property Custodial, 

120 Broadway, 

!•» York, law Tork. 

Dear Bir» 

* 

it your request and that of Mr. Joseph T* King of the . 
Washington office of the Alien property Custodian, I hare ex— * 
seined the private papers, writings, and other property of the 
late Dr* Mikola Tesla with tha vies to determining both their 
possible usefulness to this country In Its war effort and the 
possible hazard attendant on their felling Into unfriendly 
hands* 



This examination wea made at the Manhattan Warehouse, 

52nd Street, Mae Tork City, on January 26-27, end included ail 
of the motes and material in Dr* Tesla's lasedlste possession 
at tha time of hia death and now in the custody of your of floe* 

For reasons Indicated belos, too Investigation was made ef material 
in trunks which had re m ained wntcmched la the basement of tbs , 
Mew Yorker Hotel tor ten pears prior to ft-, Tasla'e death. 


I 



As s result of this examination, it is mj considered 
on that thsra exist meomg Dr* Tesla's papers and possessions 
no Scientific notes, descriptions of hitherto uarevealed methods 
devices, or actual apparatus which could be of significant 
▼sine to this country or which would constitute a has ard in s m- 
Qlcxyflj hands- I can therefore ee^no)technical or military 
reason why further eustody of the property should be retained* 

" ' • > ’> ' 

•* Vv ‘ toe year records, there bee been removed to your office 
• file ef various written material by Or* Teals which covert 
typically and fairly completely tha ideas with which he wee 
earned during his later years* These documents are enumerated 
and briefly abstracted la the attachment to this letter* 


t v\v . / * *■}' V’ . •* .v -i ' y\ s'*-V £V-* «*'*£* '*• 

'/ '■ .'•••• - * * '■ ■ ■ . ■*■■■■ .:*■*’ ■ ' :£ 

• ; • *. :/ , ■■••...• » ' /,.<■ • Mu ■:% h 

OOTTB wcmar*p fc'W 


id! oerse 










- * 3811 




WQ -2- January 30, 1943. 


It should ba no dLaoradlt to this distinguished engineer and 
aoiantlat whose BolldL^ontrlbutlons to the electrical art were 
Bade at the beginning of the present century to report that Ms 
thoughts and efforts during at least the past fifteen years were 
primarily of a speculative, philosophical , and sanewhet promo-* 
tional character— often concerned with the production and wire— 
leas transmission of power—but did not include an sound, work¬ 
able principles or methods for realising such results* 

Very truly years. 


JOHN 0* TROUP, 
Technical Aida, 
Division 14, UIBC. 


Enclosure* 
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AB8TRACTS OF HI. NIKOLA TESLA'S WRITTN08 
RETAINED AS EXHIBITS 
FOR THE ALIEN PROPERTT CUSTODIAN 


I 


On January 26 and 27, 


ilnatlnn w am mad* at tha 


technical papers of Sr* Nikola Tsala which, after his decease, had 
been stored in the Manhattan Warehouse In Nee Tork City. This ex- 
asination was Made for the purpose of determining if any ideas of 
significant Talus in the present United States war effort could be 
found among his possessions. Participating in this examination sere 
Mr. John C. Newington, Nee Tork Office of the Alien property Custodian; 
lfr. Charles J. Hedstnieni, Washington Office of the Allan property 
Custodian; hr. John 0. Trump, office of Scientific Research and De¬ 
velopment, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachu¬ 
setts ; Willis George, Office of Naval Intelligence, TblrdNsval Dis¬ 
trict; Edward Palmer, Chief Teaman, USNRj John J. Corbett, Chief Teo- 
man, USNR. 






m 


The following papers, which are regarded as typical of Nikola 
Tesla's writings and thoughts in the period of 1925 to 1942, were removed 
for the purpose of record and are listed below in the random order in 
which they were found, together with a brief individual abstract. 

Exhibit A 

S ppoaslbllitlas of Electrostatic Owner store* - an undated 
’ •rtlele probably written about 1934 discussing the possibili- 
ties, as a source of high-Toltags D-C power, of the Tan da 
Oraaff type of alaotroatatlc belt generator. The article 
states correctly the eleotrostatic principles employed in this 
device end points out that such generators are not suitable 
for commercial high-pemer applications, though of undoubted 
scientific value. Tesla’s wireless tower, erected In 1902 on 
Long Island, is stated in this memorandum to have bean charged 
to JO million volts. *; 

' ■ 

y*aaaotivs Fcroee of Glycerine and •pywmaif * - an undated 
m aaorandf Involving some calculations of the explosive power 
of certain oempounds and than deviating to a discussion of the 
. possibility of transmitting poser by mechanical vibrations 
along the earth's orust. 


000007 






frMMt n 

«fr 6>Proceaa of De-Qaaalfving. fcaflnlng. and Purifying Metals* - 
• 41-pagS memorandum probably written about 1930 dealing with 
the abort subject end proposing new theories of capillarity and 
eurfaoe tension. This correspondence Indicated that this had 
been auhaitted to various industrial companies* 

Exhibit P • - ' 

"Reply to Amtorg re 'ths generation -of high-voltage and the 
acoeleratieTo^ charged particles 1 * - This document. dated Mo- 
▼ saber 8, 1935, answers questions raised by Soviet engineers and 
scientists regarding Tesla's proposal of May 16, 1935* Tram 
this answer, it is deduced that tbs proposal concerned the gen¬ 
eration, of high voltages by electrostatic means. These means 
consisted of a high-voltage terminal presumably supported on an 
insulating column sod charged by a gasaons charge conveying 
medium passing between ground and terminal* The ideas contained 
In this memorandum are fairly similar to the belt-conveyor 
eleotroatatio gensrator methods proposed b^rVan ddrora&ff and 
do not appear to offer any unusual features* 

Exhibit E 

^Art of Telegeodynamlos. or&rt of producing Terrestr ial 
Motions at Distance* - This document, in the form of a letter 
dated &ne 12, 1940, to the Vestinghouaa Electric 4 Manufacturing 
"Company, proposes a method for the transmission of large amounts 
of poser over vast distances by means of mechanical vibrations 
of the earth's cruet* The source of power la a meehanioal or 
electromechanical device bolted to some rooky protuberance and 
imparting power at a resonance frequency of the earth's crust* 

The proposed sobeme appears to be completely visionary and un¬ 
workable* Meetinghouse's reply Indicates their polite rejection 
of this Idea* ■ ' . ->■ 


Exhibit 


libit T * 

Jhg* 

ag&jai 
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>-2f 


Sr, ?7 


irt-nf.Jnolectlni[ ^ffneantr ated Mon-TWapareive gnancr 
through Na t u r a l M e dl a H - This undated document by Teals describes 
Wr-wlSctroetatic method ef producing very high voltages and e*» 
pable of vary great power* This generator is used to accelerate 
charged particles, presumably electrons*' 5uoh a beat of high- 


elec trona passing through air is tw wooncentrated 
dispersive* means by which energy la transmitted through natural 
media* As a component of this apparatus there is described an 
open-ended vacuum tube within which the electrons are first ac¬ 
celerated* 
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Exhibit r (cant.) 

the proposed schema bears sons relation to present Mans 
for producing high-energy cathode rays by the cooperative nee 
of a high-voltage electrostatic generator and an evacuated 
electron acceleration tube* It is sell known, however, that 
such devices, while of scientific end medical interest, ere 
incapable of the transmission of large anonate of power in 
non-diaperaed beans over long distances.. Teals'a disclosures 
in this neaorandun would not enable the construction ef workable 
ca&binatlocs of generator and tube even of Halted power, though 
the general elements of such ,a combination ere succinctly de¬ 
scribed. 

Exhibit Q 

A circular by Carof\j5ird, dated September 10, 1936, en¬ 
titled J^fremendous Hew Power Soon to Be Unleashed*. This de¬ 
scribee In popular style some biographical information concern¬ 
ing Hikola Tesla and some ideas for the transmission of power 
cn which he is stated to be working. It appears that the 
method of transmission Is by the mechanical resonance method 
outlined in Exhibit P, above. 


Exhibit B 

This exhibit oonsirts of a series of letters to represen¬ 
tatives of the British Government dated August 28, 1936; Octo¬ 
ber 26, 1937) December 15, 1937) end April 5, 1938. It includes 
s reply dated January 7, 1936, from the British Goverment. 

These letters offer to the British Government, for a fee, the 
disclosure of a means for accolerating to high energies minute 
particles • Such beans would constitute a death ray capable of 
the protection of Great Britain frost air attack. 


The method proposed is essentially that described In Exhi¬ 
bit T above, yellowing the initial letter dated August 26, 

1936, the subsequent letters attempt to clear up the "misunder¬ 
standings* of the British representatives and to expedite their 
acceptance of the Teals proposal. The British reply dated Janu¬ 
ary 7 is a polite expression of disinterest in the proposal. 


■ ‘ftthlblt I '• 






An undated memorandum written after Tesla's 79th birthday 
describing several discoveries which he believed he had made. 

The first related to e dynamic theory of gravity which Is de¬ 
scribed as not yet completed. The second stated as e physical 
truth ths belief that ■ there la no energy in matter other then 
that reoelved from the environment*. This second statement, 
which is discussed at length In this and other writing* of Tesla 
Indicates his disbelief in ths atomic or nuclear 
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Exhibit J 

"iKMethod of Producing Powerful Radiations* - an undated 
memorandum in Tesla'■ handwriting describing "a new proceaa of 
generating powerful ray a or radiation*"* The memorandum rerlewa 
the works of ^nard and Crookes, describes Tesla's work on the 
preducation or high voltages, and finally in the last paragraph 
gives the only description of the Invention contained In the 
memorandum. This description la as follows t "Briefly stated, 
ay new simplified 10 * 00*88 of generating powerful rays consists 
In creating through the aediua of a high-speed jet of suitable 
fluid a vacuous space around a terminal of a circuit and sup¬ 
plying the sane with currents of the required tension and volume" 

Exhibit K 

A letter to prospectire licensees on telegeodynaaics dated 
December 27, 1941. This is a single-page letter with the type¬ 
written signature of Hr, Vlkola Tesla, in which he addresses 
himself to the prospective licensees of telegeodynaad.es, states 
that over a half million dollars was spent on this development 
with funds contributed by the Morgans, Crawford, J. J*^stor, 
and Fish, as well as commercial organizations, and states this 
to be a new art with which "unvelierable wonders can be achieved" 


Exhibit L 

Teels'* jL System of Fluid Propulsion"» This is an un¬ 
dated memorandum of about 20 typewritten pages describing a sys¬ 
tem of fluid propulsion in which the conversion from hydraulic 
to rotary mecfannical power Is achieved by passing the fluid be¬ 
tween flat circular disks, shaft-mounted and enclosed in e cas¬ 
ing. 


This memoranda written about 1925 describes In general 
terms a kind of hydraulic turbine which seems practical. There 
is copious evidence among the other of Tesla's papers that this 
idea was generally disclosed to appropriate Individuals and 
that it received favorable comment and possibly soma use. Seme 
of these conente are contained on the last page of the exhibit. 

* r . , ; __ r . . ^ r | n . 

Exhibit ■ *• i ■: -• ' 

"The^Power of the Future" - a memorandum apparently written 
by Tesla and probably in response to a request from same popular 
science group for an opinion as to the source of future power* 
This memorandum reviews tbs gradual evolution of power ooureee* 

It discusses in acme detail the possibility of atomic power and 
itates as his opinion that atomic power is not feasible* Tbs 
discussion of atomic energy la apparently confused to acme extent 
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Exhibit M (cont.) 




with planetary energy* The article further discusses the 
subject of wind, tides, lightning, and water power as a source 
of commercial energy* The last sentence of this memorandum 
states: mftth ay wireless system, it is practicable to trans¬ 
mit electrical energy at a distance of twelve thousand miles 
with a loss not exceeding 5 per cent* I can conceive of no 
advances which would be more desirable at this time and more 
beneficial to the further progreae of mankind." This memorandum 
constitutes an interesting generalized discussion of the various 
sources of power* It is qualitatively correct for the most 
part except probably in that portion which deals with atomic 
power* 

Exhibit N 

"The Transmission of Electric Energy Without Wires" - an 
article by N.SJesla in thc vElectrlc NorId . March 5, 1904, pages 
429-431. A general, somewhat biographical article on Tesla's 
early work with some speculation on the possibility of long¬ 
distance wireless transmission of large amounts of energy. 

Exhibit C 

>/ ^7?orld System of Tireless Transmission of Energy* - an 
article by N* Tesla ln ^elegraph and Telephone Age. October 16, 
1927, pages 457 and 460* An article which traces the early 
work on the production and transmission of electromagnetic ra¬ 
diations, describes Tesla's efforts to increase the amount of 
poser which can be transmitted without wires and concludes 
with a proposed/*)?or Id System” for the wireless transmission 
of both power and communications. No workable disclosure of 
a means for accomplishing this is included, and such generali¬ 
ties as suggest the approach which Tesla had in mind do not 
seem capable of accomplishing the desired result* 


Exhibit P 

■“^’Interview with Dr. Nikola Tesla" by Alden P*yJrnagnac 
for^popular Science Monthly, May 24, 1923. An 11-page memoran¬ 
dum written in popular conversational style describing an in¬ 
terview with Dr* Tesla and reporting bis present work* This 
report includes statements on a new airplane, on rocket ships, 
on the wireless transmission of power, on a world system plan 
for the transmission of speech and television, on the imprac¬ 
ticability of harnessing atomic energy, on radio activity, end 
on the acceleration of charged particles, such as cathode rays, 
by high voltages. 
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Exhibit O 

An agreement dated April 20, 1935, between Mikola Tesla 
and thattCmtarg Trading Corporation, in which Tesla agreed to 
supply plans, specifications, and ccaplet* information on a 
method and apparatus for producing high voltages wp to fifty 
million molts, for producing very small particles in a tuba 
open to air,^Sor increasing the charge of the particles to 
the full voltage of the high potential terminal, and for pro¬ 
jecting the particles to distances of a hundred miles or more. 
The maximum speed of the particles was specified as not less 
than 3$0 miles per second* The receipt of $25,000 fee for 
this disclosure was acknowledged J in this agreement, which was 
signed by Nikola Teals and by A^Bartanian of the Amtorg Trad¬ 
ing Corporation* The method referred to in this agreement is 
apparently that described in Exhibit F, above. It la probable 
that Exhibit D, above, is an effort by Teela to clear up the 
questions raised by Soviet engineers after the subject dis¬ 
closure had been made* There is no evidence that the inven¬ 
tions and information referred to in this agreement are other 
•than those described in a number of Tesla's papers and pub¬ 
lished articles* It should therefore be expected, and it is 
substantiated by Exhibit D, that this disclosure subsequently 
proved unworkable. 

3* 

An examination of several items of scientific apparatus among 
the Tesla efforts at the Manhattan Warehouse and in a deposit box at the 
Governor Clinton Hotel showed those to be standard electrical measuring 
instruments in common use several decades ago* *" 

" • . < ... .* , ■ . 

•••*.. i r v •' • f ■' ; : • 


JOHN 0* TRUMP, 
Technical Aide, 
Division U, KRC. 


Maes* Inst, of Tech*, 
Cambridge, Maas*, 
January 30, 1943. 


JOT/O 
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LIST OF BERSONS ASSOCIATED WITH NIKOLA. TESU 






* Kerrigan, William - 89 Logan St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Employed as building supt. Washington Market, Brooklyn* 
Mr. Kerrigan was the messenger boy for Postal ;••• 

Telegraph some years prior to Jan. 1943. At Mr* Tesla’s 
,™. request, he continued his services as special - 

messenger when convenient* He had called upon Tesla 
the week prior to his death and has much valuable data 
. and information concerning Tesla’s contacts. I first 

met Mr. Kerrigan at the Frank Campbell funeral churoh* 

* ^ - . • ' „ • - t • ’ Nr-. •• 

V - . ’ o. * ’ • • 11 1 “ ” ’v'O-.- 

~ ' Baumgarten, Charles - Room 1203, Municipal Bldg., Budget Bureau, N.Y*C* .*v 
v.'. Mr. Baumgarten was met at the funeral and 

' ■ ' Mr. William Lawrence of the New York Times and myself 

k had lunch with him. Mr. Baumgarten knew Tesla and 

* . his connections with the Queensboro Bridge and many of 

" * his developments of Clvio interest* I--"-' 

i>: Skerritt, Miss Dorothy F. - Office, Biddle Purchasing Company, 107 Chambers 

Street, N*Y*C* # Wo. 2—S500. 

■p :■ . Residences Hasbrook Heights, New Jersey 

^ .-'7 Miss Skerritt was secretary to Doctor Tesla from 1912 

until 1922. She is familiar with the Maroon! patent 
- suit, many of Tesla’s scientific theories; knows the 

names of some of his friends; has witnessed 
. demonstrations in his laboratory, then at 6 W* 40th St* 

N.Y.C. Miss Skerritt also knows that between 1916 
and 1918, Doctor Tesla was at the Blackstone Hotel, 
Chioago and may have material there. She oan give 
account of many of his deals with various firms* 

Herrington, Marguerite - 46 W. 97th Street, N*Y.C» - Riverside 9-8186 

Miss Merrington has known Doetor Tesla sinoe 1893 
and has been a guest of his on several occasions at 
the old Waldorf Hotel and at his laboratory in 1894 
on Houston Street* Kiss Merrington recalls the 
lighting effeots without filaments and his radio 
controlled boat demonstrations. She also reoalla 
statements regarding communication without wires by 
means of a small instrument. She has witnessed many 
laboratory experiments including power transmission 
without wires over 6hort distances in the laboratory 
\ t and also metallic plate suspension. He had also ^ 

, T” t? - h * r ' . " , f f 

ifolSen, Mrs. Agnes, J - 327 E. 52 'st. N.Y.C. - Plaza 3-2341 

Mrs. Holden is the daughter of Robert 0. Johnson 
(deceased) (1936) who was a close friend of Tesla 
for many years. Krs. Holden first met Mr. Tesla / 
at her father's home when she was about 12 years old. 

, The Johnsons were connected with the Century Magazine 

' which published many artioles regarding Tesla. 

-a*- Mr. Johnson wrote several poems about Tesla, one of 
which appeared in the April, 1095 issue of the 
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Century Magazine and the others appeared in 
“Poems of 50 years, 1880-1930 by 
V* Robert Underwood Johnson* Mrs* Holden has been 


la close contact with doctor Tesla and has 


witnessed many of his demonstrations including 
that of the oscillator of 1899* She recalls the 
C" near destruction of the laboratory* Since 
h T"World II" 9 she has talked with doctor Tesla 




' with regard to instruments of war and he told Vi 
her in response to her inquiry regarding tanks 
' * recently that he oould stop them or the war. 

H She recalls his discussions with her and her ' 
- ~ father regarding transmissions of power and 
Mars, etc. She says that she, knows that Tesla 
v‘i;.‘,has thing* for our Government only. Mrs. Bolden 


.’£rr * ■ 




witnessed many of the experiments and,was 
present at the .radio-controlled boat demonstration 


many years ago. 




Lowen s te i n ,F r i t’* (jjeoeased) Brother, Emil Lowenstein - 182 Bennett Ave. 
.1 K.Y.C. - Wa-7-4519. Business (Artist) 420 

‘i. -V • •• ■ W^y^-itfUacingl 




ington Ave. N.Y.C. -Mu-0-8065. 


Mr».,/rits Lowenstein was the assistant to ~ 

Dr. Tesla during his historic laboratory 
experiments in Colorado Springs in 1899. He w a s 
also to have appeared as & defense witness 
for Tesla in hi s Marno ni patent suit* dur i ng 




1915, but for some reason failed to testify. 
The brother, Bnil, address above, knows of the 
.relatives of Mr. Fritx Lowenstein who have 
^doouraents pertaining to the 1888 experiments. 

. {Mr. G.5. Clark provid e d information re 


‘■ft*’ 


documents and Lowenstein) (Mr. Csito mentioned 
^Lowenstein). Mr. Bnil Lowenstein is not on ■- 
friendly terms with the entire Lowenstein family 
and a Mr. Massey, 62 Vanderbilt Ave. can 
furnish additional information re Lowenstein. 


Shirk, A.J. - Inventor's Model Shop, 70 West 100th St. N.Y.C. AO-2-9466. 

f Mr. Shirk has met Tesla on 3 occasions and 
to know 


appear* 


quite 


occasions 

a bit about his modal work 


* *.* 






and laboratory developments, particularly 
within recent years* His exact status can only 
be determined by another call or exaefc-*t*t*e 
interview* He is attempting to determine the 
dddtefie of * that existed At about^ 

^ 57th and 3rd Ave* and with whom a certain 
Dr. Walker was connected* 




* 4 ' * 


Arbus, Muriel, Miss -Rest 600 W* 13th St* Telt Vunderbilt 4-9816, 

Bust WPB, Chanin Building, N*Y*C. 

Miss Arbus has several photographs of Tesla 
_ and was a secretary to him before Mi* s Dorothy 
, Skerritt, 1*6* before 1912* She has not been 
' . interviewed except by phone* 
























Berg, S*igurd (or Sigmund) Copenhagen, Danmark* Business! Paris* Prance *'":•■■■ 

He ha# not been interviewed* See Mr* TB* Fleneen 


<*r. 


of the International Latex Corp., Dover, Del* -- 
for information, lie* Berg was a close friend 
of Tesla in Europe and mentioned other members' 
of his family* Ur* Ernest and Mr. Elko Berg . "" 
are f o und In corre s pondenc e from Mrs . B « A» flhrend . 




Behrend, Bernard, A. Mrs. - 


to Mr. Kenneth Sweety in 1955 and 1954* 

' ■ «■ • 

Bond Point, Aiken, S.C* Phone 156* ‘ 

Mr* Behrend and Mrs. Heaviside were very olose 


friends of Dr* Tesla* Mrs. Behrend has many 

notes and technical data concerning Tesla's 
work either stored near Boston, Mass or at; 
Aiken, S.C • Mr. Behrend was Chief Engineer 
for Weetinghousc and supervised the 






\rWr y ; ' 




construction of a great number of Tesla's 
’motors and generators. He is author of 
"The Industion Motor" pub. 1921 in which a f ’’ 
considerable portion is devoted to Tesla's work* 


Boskan, Slavko, Mr. 


Engineer and author, Belgrade, Yugoslavia* - ? 

Mr. Boskan published a book in Dresden, “ 
Germany entitled ’‘Nikola und Ms Werk tt in ;v 
1952 (Approx) Mr* Boskan was a olose friend Of 


Mr. Tesla and has considerable engineering 
data in his possession aooording to Mr. Sweety* 




Denton,Clifford, Mr. « Science Reporter** New York Daily News, 

220 E . 42nd *t . N . Y.C . Mu - 2 - 123 4 Ext . 


557 


Mr. Denton has been present at many of 
Dr. Tesla’s press releases and has many notes 
• .. . regarding the conferences. He said that he 

gave most of his data to Mr. 'Sfm. Lawrence of 
— “ . the New York '’’imes. “ 

Brown Brothers (Mr. Arthur Brown) 220 W. 42 St. Bryant 9-4742. ^.y.C. 

"■* ' '’rown Brothers are photographers and have a 

- _ large number of photos of Tesla and his 

laboratory equipment from which may be 
deduced mechanical construction details* 

Curtis, Thomas Stanley - Address: unknown. Author ^Experiments with 

High F r equencies ourrent s " 






i, : w * ** 

ix.lt-Us importMnt to v locatb Mr* Curtis because'** 
he discussed many of Testers problems and * 
appears to have technical data regarding his 
work* v 




Cramps# Shipbuilding; Co. Philadelphia, Pa* 

Mr. Crosby, former Sec. of Commerce, and 
■ * Mr* Cramps became interested in the radio 

o6htr611ed boat of Dr* Tesla about 55 ye a r s 

a£o. Negotiations were carried on between 

Dr. Tesla and the above executives* This 
information was furnished by Mr* Kerr# 























It may be wall to 'contact Ur. Crosby*a 


relatives v or Mr. Cramps. 
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Clark, Mr. Geo. H* - Rest 349 E 



Plushing, Long Island. Telt Flushing 7-4711. 

Mr. Ctito was mentioned to me first Ijy 
Mr. Kosenovioh and later Mr. Spanel had 
received his name from Mr. Wm. Lawrence 
Mr. Csito is a machinest by trade and * t *.V 
..worked for Dr. Tesla as such from 1916 to ' 
1929. He was particularly concerned with ' ^v 4 ' ' 
the construction of a turbin, and a fountain 
developed for a Mr. Hatmaker.' Amonfc other ,j£ ; 
things t he. worked on an extractor for 
sulpher from sea water ar\d mechanical 
device for measuring the resistance of a v., 
ballbearing. He has little data left of 
. P Tesla’s work but has a very good 
memory. He mentioned the Boston gear it 
works, Mr. Bradley, Mr. Miller, the 
gumbach Machinery Co, and Mr. Barney Levi 
Mr. Ceito’s father also worked for ~ V 
Dr. Tesla in 1894 and was with him at his 
Houston St. laboratory. Mr. Ctito, Sr. 
aoocmpanied Dr. Tesla to Colorado Springs 
in 1899. Mr. Ctito has a very good memory 
and oan furnish additional information. 

He has discovered a photograph showing all 
of the employees of the old Tesla laboratory. 

Be worked for Dr. Tesla on the development 
of a speedometer for the Waltham Watch Co. 

(This information from interview). 




' ■ xZf'f' : 




..49th St. Tell El-5-1603. Bust RCjI Hfg. Co. 

(Library) 25 Beaver,$t, N.Y.C. Room 514 a. 
Tell Hanover 2-1829. Ext 125. .... 

Mr. G.H. Clark was contacted by virtue of a 
call placed in December to Kr, Oran Dunlap 
of the RCA Corp. Mr. ^lark has a very 
large collection of personal data pertaining 
to radio pioneers, particularly Marconi. 

His business has been to collect such data 
in order to assist the prosecution of a suit 
of infrigment against the Marconi patents. 

Ee,ha^ neveryret Dr. Tesla but.he knows of. - 
his Wo^rlf^and is‘interested in collecting 
historical data for preservation. Mr/ Clark 
Is a friend of i-r. 5 wee 2 y. 




Crosby, Former Sec. of Commerce, Washington, D. cj(address ur.kno-.vn) 

See Cr&jr.ps and Kerr 


2 E. 44th °t. Murry Hill 2-6757. K.Y.C. 

Tv.is firm was tailor for Dr. Tesla 
throughout most of his life and may have 

tT™: ti0n With re 2 ar d to his friends, 
not otherwise listed. 
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French, $hriner, and Urner- Shoe Shops. 250 Madison Ave* fcurry Hill 2-0519* 

• • N.Y.C. V- '■-* 

'.‘V- Dr* Tesla purchased most all of his shoes from 

^ ^ this firm for the past 50 years and data may be 

gathered frcir their records such as mailing - 




addresses, etc. 

.Cornels, Fredrick C. F.3*I. Office Federal Court House 31dg. 12th Floor t 
f ... Regent 2-2315 ' ; . ; 

. • ' v ^ Mr. Cornels was informed of the possible value 
^ ' . 5 ;!• Dr* Tesla’s data immediately following' his 

<*>; ■ >: death. So far as known, no actionwas taken. 


g:. 

, \ X 


- vSf '’-Hr- 


, Commercial photostat Company, 11th Floor, Woolworth 5ldg. K.Y.Q. .*■%. 

Firm which made photostats of Tesla patents for 
Kerr. • • " ' • . V" ,• 


" 


^ Cramir., |:rnest R. to. contaot call Mr. Clark of FCJt. . % 

■' Kr. Crarm knows a great deal about Dr. Tesla’s 
£ . ' relations with the RCA Company. Kr. Cramm' - 

fr■ _• ; . ■ v • .was a former employee of RCA. 






Gilder, Eodr.an - 108 E. 82nd St. N.Y.C. Butterfield 8-7397. . .. 

. . Son of Richard Watson Gilder, former Fub. of 

Century Magazine. Kr. Gilder knows of some 
. old Tesla manuscripts and what has happened to 
-r. hie files of the Century Magazine at its . ; 
dissolution. This name was received from^ -•'-f 
Kerrington. . 


.. -*• 

*>£'■« V 


O' 


Denmark, Lt• 


1270 6th Ave. Room 811, Cirole 6-1484 (restricted number) 

N.Y.C. U.S. Army Int. G2. ” 

... - _ • Lt. Denmark and hi6 superiors were notified 

by K r . Spanel and Washington with regard to 
Tesla devices. Lt. Denmark was interviewed 
•' personally with a group of 4 other officers 

including Kr. Ritchen. ' 

Kirsch, Leon - a former draftsman for Tesla - name from hiss Dorothy Skerritt. 

This party should be located because he had a 
lot of confidential date of Tesla’s and made 
many drawings according to Miss Skerritt. 

Drews, Lillian ^Married to an Austrian by ^i&jne of. DePree about 1914. * , 

T * •' ^ Miss T)rews was ’feec’hetary to Dr.'Tesla prior* 1 1‘ 

-** to 1912. Her preser.i address is unknown'and'* 

she was not in good favor with Dr. Tesla, 
according to Kiss Skerritt, the informant. 

■ . ^ 

Dospassos, John - Attorney, and very good friend of Dr* Tesla. Address unknown* 

. . Wanted Tesla to stop the Spanish American War* 

Formerly lived in New York# The Gentleman was ;i : „ 
expensively dressed and wore frocked coat 
TV . T ’similar to Tesla wit.h bright checkered vest* 


r" 
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Had office in vicinity of 200 Broadway, as 
late as 1520• Kr* DosPassos is believed to ' 
have engineering; data of Tesla T s according 
to Thocac 3yrne* ^ ^ 


DeForrest, fcr. tee- 6190 Hollywood Blvd. Los ArSHp, Calif. - ^ > 

T., / V--‘ .- Vi , Dr. DeForrest is JhkI alive and was a '<■ 

1* . --..trf/ friend of Dr. TeslaTln the late 90 and 

j'2'i ■ ... rly lSOO’s. There is a possibility ’>' 

; *■“ : • *• / ' f • ~ ..that .he rnay be able to assist in inter- 

■ - _ * “7 preting Tee la’s works." ’ ' ' v-'- ■ '.’j, - 

Dubilier, William'- President of Cornell Ifc&ilier Co., Vdnufacturers of'^^ 

*•' r ,C CCondensers, Kr. G.E. Clark informs 'xr&y? 

~ : £*rc that lfr. Dubilier has.in his possession 

v .. some of the original notes of the 1699 . 

' v: : .. experiments inColoradoSprings. • • • 7 : 5* :: :7 /' 




* Fradenburg, A-E. A reporter for .t*ie Brooklyn Eagle during 1930 who had 

•• -*/*" - .numerous contacts with Tesla with regard 

‘ to Power Transmission. His present address 

~ * ts unknown but^e formerly resided in 

;f Brooklyn until ^934. 


9ti- 




... Fitzgerald, 'Francis , a. 


“ Niagara power Commission, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Mr. Fitzgerald, according to a personal :• 

interview with Dr. Tesla, was a^friend 

. of hi6 pn the A.C. power proposition for 
1 . th ® 4©v®lopment of Niagara. He also told 
me that Hr. Fitzgerald attempted to 
- ^influence the Canadian Power Commission In 

1627 for a project to transmit power without 
; wires. There Is a possibility that he may 
have some data* 






Gernsback, Hugo ? Publisher, Fes; 230 West End Ave. sohhler 4-2120 - 
’ " Bus: 26 W. Broadway, Tel: “Rector 2-9690. 

A Friend of tesla for about S6 years. 

Published many articles about Tesla during; 

191S in the "Electrical Experimenter and 

later in Science and Invention." Has main? 

' ^Tesla’s original manuscripts and photos. " 

Believes in all of Tesla’s theories and has 

♦ _ a working knowledge .of them. This party 

^^^^{.Mted.-keyeral w*eks %rlor te t 

''* P r -^es?la’s death. Uri Gernsback attempted " 

to i !lit ? r# Te " la P ersona lly and appealed 
to Westinghouse for funds in 1S3S* 




Hammond $ John Hayos, Jr* 




»"'y"' '* * '' 


Glochester, Mass* Tel. 2080 

■* Vr - Sr *, financed some of 

Dr. Tesla’s boat experiments and only 10 
years ago John Hayes Hammond. Jr*, operated 
one of Tesla’s original models. The 
family has one of the boats in their 


IV 







•w- ? ^ v^Jr ■■ 






.:’• v.>..v. >%;*'**'*'- - S? 

■\*' ••• ■ '•■,•. ■ :3r>l • ' -rv. 


;jv* 


0 I* t. I.-?’.- -v^ 


possess Ion now. * Much technical 4&ta om 
be gathered from this souroe* - , - 


r 


it. i. Hassell, Eugene Floyd - Rest Belport, -Long Island 

'' 71 4; ' * VI A V ____ m 


• . - . $*?; 




'i*: 


i - ' -f • 


- :• J ’ 


5tf ' 3 7w s "• '•"*" 


.-■»■•. Maohinest, Sperry Gyroscope Company, 

4; ^ Garden City, 1.1. "Employee Number S470, 
.'"fc-" Phone Vlgileht 4-5400 (Restricted number) 
**>. .Ext., 211. bee any New |ork phone. .Name 
^ Prom Czito. This party knows of Tesla's 
W f laboratory on Long Island/through the - 
" laundry driver named Tonny Wallen* v 




* 5pringfiald Gardens, long Ifland* - : > , 

■-v->v! r f J^d ■ r" i »ot been contacted) v ■ •' : 

*• (no initials) party who financed fountain built by 6 s lto. •' 

' » v ’;>-£* ; ' . ■/ Has hot been Oontaoted, but he lived in the 

v ' ; 7~:. ' • • -//>, ; 'St. Regis Hotel in 1920. : -.*•» •. 

'-•■■■" v-! •■•.••■ • • ■ ■ . - ■ : . . ---: > ••■ 


•; 7, 1 


. ... f .. ^ 

v 4 ^^^«onovich f Sava - Navarro Hotel 9 apt« 17B* 112 Central park south* Ne^TeC* 

Telt Circl e 7-7 900, Office- Regent 7-4662« 






i&l 








5AVA 


Resident of the Central European Powers ‘ ^ S- 
‘7Association and former Minister of Yugoslavia 
.to the U.S. Mr. K. is one of the two living 
nephews of Dr. Nikola Tesla (see Nikola Trbjevich) 
Mr. K« Was present in the Hotel New Yorker •>.. 
on the morning following Dr. Tesla's death. ; - 

Others present were K.lt. Sweeiy, G.H. Clark. , 
s M r . jc. knows of many blue prints that were 
in the roams and a black notebook with 


several hundred pages containing the last 
notes of Dr. Tesla. Mr. K. says that some 
of the papers were marked "Government" and 
that Dr. Tesla had told him he had valuable 
Information. Mr. K. is of the opinion that 
it may have been for the Yugoslav Gov't. 

He sayB that no will was found. His attorney 
is Mr. Wittenberg. He was appointed heir 
by the Surrogates Court of New York County. 


-: V 


He said that the other nephew waived any 


interest. Mr. K. is not in accord with 
t. - Mr. Fotich, present Ambassador of Yugloslavia 

to D.S*» now in Washington. There is a bit 
- / . of political unrest in the ^Yugoslav organisation. 

i ■ *:■. ^ .V 

v/john - Attorney, 253 Broadway, N.y.C. Cooper Kerr - JXmham (att. at>law.) 

* v ■ Courtland 7-9334 - also associated by ByrnB. 

7. - This firm was the patent attorney for 112 of 


th e T e sla pat e nts.Th e y also instituted the 




proceedings of the infringement suits for the 
Tiestinghouse Company. Mr. ‘‘err knew Tesla 
very well anc can give considerable data. 

Mr. Cooper, now deceased, was however, the 
main instigator of the patents for Tesla. 

Mr. Cooper left this firm so me time ago and ... 
Tesla apparently took some of his business 
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C^gp.i*. <!/ .? 



;' / '■' 


./i • 


‘ *•- ' 


w. • • •* 






“to the new Cooper associates. Many of the '*■ 
old patents of Teeia In hie own handwriting 
are available at this offioe. . Byrne 
has additional information. I am of the v > 
opinion that this firm still ha* a connection 
with Festinghouse. 




3 




X, • - V Byfne, Thomas, J works for Cooper Kerr and punh&m (see John Kerr above)* 

•T . ^ - * :• £ v - »r. Uw _ VwiswSw Tael a trn »nr wel 1 art^ si e/\ Vn^ve ••:. -V?- 

i-r O&T" ’ ' —: '"'X • " - 


/kir-: 


3# ; ' 


j» ' <■• ■ • •' 


5v" 


Mr* Byrne knew Tesla very well.and also knows 4>.r7?- 
v of the connections with the Union Sulpher' ..Jx'- '*7„|. 

' Compnay and the turbine for whioh see biito. VX-i v.-V. 
There is a wealth of information in the 'c‘ : / ' ; 'X 
office of this company regarding the system XV ^Vf 
of Power Transmission and any patents on r;.. 

r ^' file which were never issued. Mr. Kerr and X ^ 




Mr. Byrne were contacted before Mr* Tesla’s 
death* 


. „,*2 »** 


. ■ \T- 


, 7 <U Ko*tioh (firet name unknown) New York, Offioial photographer for the X 


; • A**?- 




■tar 


Yugoslav group. Office believed to be 



235 E* 72nd St* and Residence in Long Island 




City. He may be reached through Regent 7-4662. 
H« is a friend of Mr. Kosonovich. - ‘ . '• 


r .■Jtullehich* Prof. Kosta Rest Belgrade Yugialovia at the Tesla Institute. 


,v 


Ee was a school mate/ of Tesla in Grots. See 
the N.Y. Sun of August 27, 1931, . • — ‘ V 


I * ^ P a S e # £• &• HI Nassau St. N* Y. C. Engineer, workd for Leon Ottinger> >* / 
“ * Courtland 7-6500* .fpK i 

V 1 He was a friend of lir* J*S. Leach (deceased} 77 

. ... formerly of Redbank, K. Ye who made electrical ; " 




. V . ’ 
. *T 


parte for Tesla f s laboratorye H e save that 
he can get information regarding Leach^ *V,. : ; 'X ' 7 :*^ 

relatives and perhaps drawings. ' ■ j. v ^ 


• V v Levi, Bernard - Kaohinest, Eumb&ch Machinery Co. 134 F. >54 St. N.Y/C. V, 

".X'- ■■■'■XX *’ V. V- ,7 Circle 7-1444 . 

>V • Received this name from Csito who said that 

'I. 'Levi knew of other work by machinests on - ' 

Tesla’s equipment# V- /v 


; ‘ ■‘-■T 


S tucan, John - address unknown - presumed to be in tanliattan. A former % 

j * . y ^ ^ Western Union Messenger boy during June of ^ 

-* > ■# ' V;1937 wKo ha-s either ta regarding recent 

\ \' ^ ? * • v r cbntact* by Tesla during his services ks ^ 


messenger. He has not been located. 


Lynch, Arthur. Lived in England. Believed to be near London, now deceased. 

Family had considerable correspondence with 
Tesla regarding transmission of power without 
’v wires. 


...•> '<=■ 
*f ■** 


Lawrence, William. Science Writer, New •‘ork Times. 22 & W. 45 St. N.Y.C. 

Lackawanna”4-1C00. Res: 541 E. 72nd St. 
Rhine land, r 4-5538. 


■VjSS's 


I ssa 






m 


A friend of Tesla's for about 25 years. Has 
much old data regarding Tesla and has talked 
to him on many occasions regarding power 
transmission .and the war effort. Has Assisted 
greatly in prodding information for gathering 
material, etc. This party was contacted 
before Dr.JTesla’s death. . 



, M.C. V 52 Vanderbilt Aye. Y.C. 


*8* 


- : '^45J i '\.' r iVaie^T = ‘Huth B. 

V?""-r r v: « 7 - V" ■ 

.. \y*, ~ /■ . 




UKi ■ ;-v; , u 


The Tugo Slow Society, 565 Sth Ave. Room 807. R1-8-025& 

” _This is the information center and serves'as . 
; .’^;.: l;he publicity'agent for the group* ’ • ■ . 

Kiss £. Oppa also works there and has many 
a ''names of Tesla’s friends. ^ 

* ii 1 ' -.*T % . 




^Martin, Octavo. Employee of Hotel Hew Yorker and friend of Teela. 


v 

" *-7 V- 


V.VjTi. 


- 


:&Zr; 


7' f .'..J^atBiews , Grenville (deceased) wife was Gana Walker, Met. Star sponsored 
>f —• ■- by McCormick, the family lived in England 

until his eath and his wife now resides in .. . 

New York, Mr. Matthews was refered to in 
tesla’s articles for the Telephone and Telegraph 
Age for Oct. 1927. Mr. Matthews had correspon¬ 
dence with Tesla on the so-called "Death-Ray"* - 


. 




f - ‘ 


Gana Walker has, 


A- • £ Ol' 


. w 






4 






:ti£ 




las all of her husband’s data.,, 

< V 

Mott, €• Jordan, Jr. 620 E* ,90th a t. N.Y.C. Buss 6 E. 45th St* 'y 

... Tel: Vanderbilt 6-0345. • • t* *L ' 

J V The Mott family financed Tesla in various y 
/■ '“ ventures. They may have some of this data, v 

•’jc’-’-a ■■ ' ■■y •? 

Ford Museum, Detroit, Mich. 

.. V"y/r...Mr. ^ossett is associated with a Mr. Black 
. y whije he is on leave of absence to the Amy. 

' Mr. °lack may be reached regarding some models 
,.v - "r,: ‘ , of Tesla *ji which are understood to be on 

display at the Ford Museum* -.5 

2/: • - ^ 

Nathan, Thoma, A* 25 E* 83rd St. N.Y.C* 

** y .We do not know what connection this party had 

Vith Tesla but his narte was secured*. 


* c 

V 


.Gossett, W* 0* 




Jf. - ■ ^. 4 X ! 


r, 

7 John,' J 


- *x- 
v 

Res: 






. . ^WSTT _ 

S09 N. Lonf* Beach*Ave., Freeport,"‘Long ^Island. * 
Telt Freeport 2-493. . •* 

Science editor of the New *ork Herald Tribune, 
230 W. 41 St. N.Y.C. Pennsylvania 6-4000. 

Mr. O'Neill has known Dr. Tesla for 40 years. 
He has hrtd many discussions with him regarding 
his equipment and scientific ventures. He' 
interested Dr. Tesla in 1934 and 1935 to 
present the matter of national protection 
devices to the 0.$. Govt* Mr. O’Neill made 
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& 




a few contacts and the matter was dropped. 

Mr. O^eill has notes of 1938 and 1939 wherein 
Dr. Tesla declared he had been approached by 
the British Govt, through Stanley Baldwin and 
Seville Chamerlain to negotiate for one of hjts 
devices# Mr. O'Neill thought that the sum 
offered was for 30 millions of dollars. In the 
interview. Dr. Tesla stated that his device'.** 














would operate over a range of 200-250 miles. 

.. Mr. O’Neill Is of the opinion that Teels had 
'"•/ vinusual powers. Mr. Lawrence is of the opinion 4 V, 
... , ^.,^'that he does not know what he is talking about.' ~ 

•:O’Neill can furnish much additional information."' 




& V ' r \i 


IBS* 




M 


Dr. Pickard w a s a very good I’riend of Dr. Tesla. 
'T'.’'J'" . . i. Dr. Pickard developed the vertical antenna 

.4.7* , '■ "* system and.has correspondence with Tesla - 

-,-e V--v 7*- concerning "wave propagation"* This information 

' ‘ • . . 4 . • ' should be valuable. . •• . • , ' . 

'-r^' »' .7 •• 7 , , 'V '■ . 

'^arony^Tinc. photographers, 562 Strive. N.Y.C* Wis 74715 * 

v-v.;. ' They have photos of the old Tesla Laboratory and 

^'pictures of Tesla to 1914. 




'•/Cft? 


'■ .V 

f-rf 1 


y*>. ‘ 


5Page, Parker W. Attorney, Present address unknown, however he resided in 
V . v *-t • jHanhattan for about 40 years and Was formerly 

^ ■ V MSoeiated with-Cooper Kerr and Durham. N He 

•• ^?v was last known $0 be associated with an 

" attorney by the name of Bean in Manhattan. He 

~ ’.' .: t ; ... worked out many of Tesla’s details concerning 

->V - 7 . / Power Transmission and Tesla gave him many ; 

notes according to Mr. fterr. * 




JRadosavljevioh, Paul# R. 


i y?. 


New York University, Professor, Education Dept. 
Telt Spring 7- 2000* 

A friend of Tesla for 35 years and knows much 
of his work with regard to the retina and bile 
ohemlstry. 


Kitchen, (first name unknown) Anti-Trust Division, Custodian of Alien 

Property, 18th Floor, 120 Broadway, N.Y.C. 
Regent 2-3582 (restricted number). Mr. Ritchen ' 
v 8 u Pervis>d fcb. varipye agents who ifer..*-, 4 




^ T y • '■^“ r v7 f- ^ F .-»<£ ^ ' y ' ^ ^ 

responsible for the sealing of the 1 ’property In 


the Manhattan warehouse and various hotels. On 
Saturday eve., January 10, 1943. This office 
worked with Lt. Denmark. 


M. 
' >'• 




- Aetor, Mrs. John Jacob (Lady Rlbblesdale) now living in the U.S. 

420 Park Ave., Plata 9-6646 

>i '^ T-adv Rihhl©R/it>io i* Mother of Vincent Actor 


■ 


who financed many of Tesla’s developments about 
1910 and their family may have data of importance. 
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Sweeiy # Kenneth, M» 


7*: : vi. ' '* 


Seoor* Harry. Island Hoad, Ramsay* H»J. Res. Business i Vodel Craftsman V 

. ' ' Publication. Ramsey* Hew Jersey* Tel* Ramsey 619. S 

' ,This party knew Dr. Tesla very well and 11.. " 

;' r l ;talked"to him several weeks prior to Tesla's 
‘ ... death. He has some plans of Tesla equipment. 

165 Milton St. Brooklyn* R. T. Evergreen 9-5809 ; . £i ’= 

Mr. Sweesy has known pr. Tesla for approximately 
15 years. He beoame a olose oonfident of hi# *'l 
'®n many things and did a very notable work in .. 
j-' j 1935 when he arranged for a collection of 100 
.letters from various scientific authorities 
o odk emorating Tesla's 75th birthday. Mr. Sweesy -•^f*? 
wrote many articles about Dr. Tesla and has - 
some old clippings and misoellaneous data 
Including several books detailing Tesla's work. . 

K r. Sweety corresponded with MrT Boskan and 
Mrs. Behrand. " He is a friend of kr. Clark. . ^ 

lfcr. Sweety would like to write a book of 
Tesla's life and had spoken be with Dr. Tesla 
regarding It. I contacted lir. Sweery several **' 

_. v - -weeks before Dr. Tesla's death. (Much 

* : • - v ■ information ban be obtairfsd here). 

Scott, Prof. Charles F. Instructor of Electrical Engineering, Yale .... 

.'V ’ ^-<v’University, Hew Haven, Conn. ' j.- 

JProf, Scott fcas a friend of Tesla for about 
43 years. ,H« worked as an electrician with 
Tesla in the early days and knows a great 
deal about his work. Profi Scott and Te6la 
did not enjoy close friendship during recent 
years because Prof. Scott could not understand • 
in full, all of Tesla's work. More 
information can be obtained here. 








Soherff, George, Mrs, 


219 Grant Terrace, Varoneok, N. ,Y. . 1. ■ 

Mrs. Scherff was the auditor for Tesla for *? 
many years and has much information to give. 

She has information concerning Tesla's personal 
things and teohnieal data and can provide 
much of value, including old documents. 


i-« *- . Skerrett, jJojin.* Author- believed to bd"from Philadelphia, pa. who 

g• 4fc - $ ' ^' ^^^itn^sed^ manV'of^t^sla's’ demonstrations.** *' * 

*' ‘ -\ '-"T ’** • *.« U w' Miss Dorothy Skdrrett ean furnish additional 


«*■ 


information regarding him. 
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June *4. 1949 


MEMORANDUM FOR 

2E: SAva J. KOsAHOYIC 


% 


Mr. Tolson_ 

Mr. Clegg_ 

Mr. Glavin_ 

Mr. L*dd_ 

Mr. Nichols_ 

Mr. Eos en_ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Egan_ 

Mr. Gurnea_ 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Mohr_ 

Mr. Pennington^ 
Mr. Quinn Tamm 
Mr. Ne&se_ 


fc) Gandy. 


INtEBKaL SECURITY - R 
(Bureau file 65-4/953) 


ALL WFORKATIOMCOKTA1TO 

**** iinrtt itfCT l?Tffn 

tc incorporate all the pertinent 


This memorandum is submitted to incorporate all the pertinent 
references in the Bureau files concerning tne entitled individual who is 
tne Yugoslav Ambassador to tne United States. 


A case was opened on this Individual when information was 
received that Kosanovic had taken possession of tne scientific papers 
of his uncle, Nikolases la t tne internationally known inventor. Subsequent 
investigation determined that Eosanovic had turned over the possession of 
tnese scientific papers to the Alien Enemy Custodian in Hew York City. 

(t>5-47953-XI & serial 3 & 4) 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 04 


Office Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


?he Director 


_ SUBJECT: 


D. Ladd 

FATA N. KOSANOVIC 
I'TtRI’AL SECURITY - YU 
Bureau File 65-47953 


DATE: April 3, 1959 


1 9 ■> 


ALL lKFLr- v .ATCONTAINED 

HLREIAi IS UJj1CLA$S1FI£>^ „ 

ruTC 


Reference is made to my memorendum dated -larch 2°, 19 r 0, 
relating to telephone inquiry by the Yugoslav Ambassador Cava 
N. Kosanovic as to the possibility of obtaining a co~ y of a micro¬ 
film copy of the technical papers of theUate ITikola^esla, world- 
famous scientist who died in New York in 1943* 

Kosanovic claims to have beer a nephew of Tesla and is 
known to have tried to obtain these papers at the tine cf Tesla's 
death* However, they were taken over at that tine by the Alien 
Property Custodian. If any copies were ~ade of these paper3, they 
7 :ere made by the Iffice of the ilien Property Custodian which tool* 
possession of Tesla’s papers in 1943 or the Pepartner.! of the Amy 
which was interested in copying Tesla's notes in 194% "he 
interest apparently w-.s developed by a young scientist named 
vdir had been a protege of Tesla and cne cf 'is few 
ccrMid-.-.r.tr. who kne~* thrt Tesla had be-n endeavoring 

to ptrfoo* t 1 ’-! virflc'r A r r h? v lssi^n cf e" ?ctr:‘ cal current, or^ cf* 
tie basic concepts; irr clvei ir. tlw- promotion cf ?. "Peat!; hry ,f 
hod subsequently entered the Arm;/, and in October, 1945, appeared 
at or* Ver York Office, together ?ith three other members cf the 
United States Army, to request our assistance ir obtaining access 
to Tesla’s paper: which were stored an a warehouse of the Ponhettan 
Storage Companyand his associates were referred, at 
that time, to t}:^^^^r^Prope"ty Custodian *hich wns reported to 
have made an investigation cf Tesla’s belongings following the 
latter’s death. 


Although the Office of Alien Property or the Tepr.rt^ent 
of the Army night bo able tc furnish a c r pv of Tesla’s papers to 
Kosanovic, it is not believed that the Trl should facilitate his 
serre’’ for th: ? material, which although possilly of wo present 
v lue from a National Defense standpoint, could still conceivably 
b< of assistance to the Yugoslav Government. 


COPIES DESTROYED 

il 4 ^C^G I960 ^ ^ 
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PECO' EKEATICESi 


1 . Th't the attache:’ letter explaining thrt y> r - heve never 
had such e coyy as '• e r^ouess, be sent to hr. Xos novic. 

2 . Thrt the attached mono to the her: York Office, instructing 
then tc nahe further inquiry at the I'anhattan Storage Company and 
advising that firm that we have no co y of Tesla's papers as they 
allegedly claim, be forrr rded. 


/ 


■j 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


*yro ; 
>r\FROM : 


Director, FBI 


SAC, New York 


date: April 17, 1950 


SUBJECT: SAVA N. KOSANOVIC 

INTERNAL secukity-yu 

(Bufile 65^7953) 


ML INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED^) 


Rebulet dated April 3 last. f)/\TE^-i 


'\4sr 


On April 7, 1950 agents of this office interviewed Mr. J.V. POTTS, 

Vice President of the Manhattan Warehouse and Storage Company, 52nd Street s 
£t 7th Avenue, New York City, and at that time 1C. FOTIS advised that the 
rules of his firm required that all persons gaining access to goods stored 
by Manhattan first had to fill out an appropriate form setting forth their 
names, date of visit, and reason for requesting access to the goods. 

In a, review of the file pertaining to the storage of the effects of 
NIKDJAj^SSLA, 1'T.. PO^'TS revealed that only one such visit had been made by 
persons outside of the management of Manhattan Storage itself. This one 
occasion took place on January 26 and 27, 1943, at which time representatives 
of the Alien Property Custodian made a thorough review of the entire effects 
of the TESLA estate. 

The TESLA effects are stored in rooms 5J and 5L of 'Manhattan Storage's 
warehouse at 52nd Street & 7th Avenue, New York City. ME. MICHAEL KING, who 
stated he had been Floor Supervisor for approxinisSfely 10 years on the floor 
in question, stated that he could recall only one occasion in early 1943 
when an examination was made of the TESLA effects. Ke stated that at that 


+/• nip niimsTOus Qhnt.nrrranhs were bv + hp evaminers, 


Wis descri n-M on of 


the equipment used would tend to show that a microfilm reprod otion was made 
of acme of the papers of the deceased scientist, if.. KING added that several 
of the group making the examination wore U.S. Navy uniforms, and during the 
two days required to complete the examination the civilian assistants in the 
group were identified to him only as "FEDERAL AUTHORITIES'*. According to MR. 
KING, no other instance of microfilming of the records of the TESLA estate has 
taken place since that time. 

It should be noted that the Bureau was informed of the examination men¬ 
tioned above by New York letteam (with attachments) dated October 17, 1945» 
entitled 'iNKNCVtN SUBJECT; SAVAuKCSANOVICH; Experiments A Research of NIKOLA 
TESLA (Deceased), Espionage "lie 


CCi 65-12290 
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Letter to Director, FBI 
NY 105-1391 


I *3;. POTTS stated that no inquiry had been received by Manhattan from 

f SAVA N. KDSANOVICH, nor had Manhattan informed him, in any way, that an ex~ 

I amination of the TESLA effects had been made by anyone. In fact, added MR. 

| POTTS, the only correspondence relating to the TESLA estate has oeen in the 
form of bills for storage. 

MR. POTTS stated that any personal inquires regarding the estate would 
of necessity be directed to him, and to date no such inquiries have been made. 

Interviewing agents explained to MI;. POTTS that the examination made, 
as mentioned aoove, was not instigated by the Bureau, nor had the Bureau taken 
part in that examination. 

Unless advised to the contrary, this investigation is being placed in 

a closed status, and no further investigative action is crntenylated by this 
office. CL05II). 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


_Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following 

statements, where indicated, explain this deletion. 

E Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material 
available for release to you. 

Section 552 Section SS2a 


0 (b)(1) 

□ (b)(7)(A) 

□ 

(d)(5) 

□ (b)(2) 

□ (b)(7)(B) 

□ 

(j)(2) 

□ (b)(3) 

□ (b)(7)(C) 

□ 

(h)(1) 


□ (b)(7)(D) 
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subject: 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAC, BUFFALO fj 






/ date: 8/20/76^ 


L(RUC) fC\ 

(€/ 

(Q CONFIDENTIAL 


NEW YORK 


/ Re Buffalo airtel to Bureau, dated 7/13/76. 

✓ Enclosed for the Bureau are six (6) copies of an 

LHM, captioned "NIKOLA TESIA MONUMENT, NIAGARA FALLS, NEW . 
YORK," which is self-explanatory. One copy is being c 

designated for Legat, Ottawa for information. Two copies 
are being furnished to New York, one to Newark for information 
since they had previous interest in this matter, and one copy 
to WFO for information because of U. S. and Yugoslav 
dignitaries who attended the unveiling of the monument. . ,^/;i 


Nothing adverse came to r.he attention of this (/ 
office concerning the dedication c' the Mikola Tesla 
Monument which was a bicentennial gift from the Yugoslav 
Government to the United States. Diplomatic representatives 
from the United States, Yugoslavia and Canada reportedly 
attended the arfncr. No furtner inquiries being" made at 
Buffalo and it is closing its case administratively. 
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In Reply, Pleat « Refer to 
FUoNo. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Buffalo, New York 
August 20, 1976 



MONUMENT / 
NIAGARA FALLS, 


NEW YORK _ 



An article appeared in the ’’Buffalo Evening News,” 
a daily newspaper published in Buffalo, New York, on July 24, 
1976, which in part contained the following information: 


The article was captioned "Dignitaries Unveil 
Statue of ’Genius' Tesla.” 


The article contained information that NIKOLA 
TESLA was the inventor of the alternating current and the 
first man to successfully transmit electric power. The 
background of TESLA set out in the article revealed that he 
arrived in New York City in 1884 with four cents in his 
pocket and plans for an airplane and a book of poetry. 

In 1868, he invented a system to m ike the transmission of 
alternating current practical, at J7 was a millionaire 
but died at the age of 88 in New York City alone and 
penniless. 

The statue, approximately nine feet high, was 
erected on Goat Island, a site which is located on the 
property of the New York State Park and Recreation Department. 

The article revealed that more than a thousand 
people listened to FRANK G. 2ARB, Federal Energy Administration, 
representing President FORD, and Dr. IVO MARGAN, President of 
the Socialist Union of Croatia, representing Yugoslavian 
President TITO, as both pulled the cord unveiling the nine 
foot high statue of TESLA. 
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NIKOLA TESLA 
MONUMENT 

NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK 


The sculpture was created by Yugoslavian FRANO 
KRSINIC and was the bicentennial gift of the Yugoslavian 
people to the United States. Both of the above men read 
official greetings from their presidents and exchanged 
pledges to continue good will and friendship between the 
two countries. 

The article stated that following the unveiling, 
a reception-luncheon was held for several hundred persons 
at the Parkway-Ramada Inn, Niagara Falls, New York. Mr. 
ZARB toasted the Yugoslavian delegation which was answered 
by that country's Ambassador to the United States, DIMCE 
BELOVSKI. 


According to the article, there was a bit of 
diplomatic byplay between Mr. ZARB and Ambassador 
BELOVSKI during the ceremonies. In his remarks at the 
statue unveiling, Mr. ZARB included an appeal to Yugoslavia 
to stop all harassment of Americans visiting that country. 

In responding to Mr. ZARB's toast at the luncheon, 
the Ambassador gave assurance that his country wants American 
visitors and will welcome them. 

According to the article, some observers thought 
that the Yugoslav release of an American held for the past 
seven months was timed to coincide with the unveiling of the 
statue. 


The tribute to TESLA was sponsored by several 
Yugoslavian groups in cooperation with the Niagara Mohawk 
Power Corporation, We stinghouse , and the New York State 
Park and Recreation Commission. 

An article appearing in the "Niagara Falls Gazette," 
a daily newspaper published in Niagara Falls, New York, 
captioned "Zarb Calls for Energy Independence for U. S." 
the article dealt with the unveiling of the Nikola Tesla 
Monument and stated that accompanying the Yugoslavian 
Ambassador to the ceremonies on July 23, 1976, were Dr. 

PAVLE SAVIC, President of the Academy of Science of Serbia, 









NIKOLA TESLA 

MONUMENT 

NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK 


and VASA VESKOVIC, Yugoslavian Consulate General in New 
York City. 



An article appeared in the "Niagara Gazette" on 
July 24, 1976, captioned "Aide Almost Missed Event." The 
article in part indicated that friendship and cooperation 
between the United States and Yugoslavia was the theme of 
the day as that nation dedicated a statue of NIKOLA TESLA 
on July 23, 1976. 

The friendship was personalized when a Yugoslavian 
tried to cross the border from Canada to the United States 
to attend the dedication without a visa. 

The individual was GOJKO SEKULOVSKI, who was in 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada, as the Chairman of the Olympic 
Commission of Yugoslavia. He also happens to be the 
Assistant Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in that 
country. 


He did not have an American visa and almost 
missed the unveiling of the statue. 

Fast thinking on the part of representatives of 
the Niagara Frontier State Park and Recreation Commission 
sent an official car to take the dignitary across the 
border, which saved the day. 

In the "Niagara Falls Gazette" on July 24, 1976, 
there appeared an article concerning the unveiling of the 
statue which indicated that Dr. BOGDAN MAGLICH was Chairman 
of the Yugoslavian-American Bicentennial Committee and was 
a speaker at the affair. Dr. MAGLICH also serves as 
President of the Fusion Energy Corporation, Princeton, 

New Jersey. Dr. MAGLICH eulogized the inventor TESLA 
and stated "only America could have taken a giant of Tesla's 
stature, embraced him and provided him the means he needed 
to bring his talent to its best use of humanity." 
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NIKOLA TESLA 
MONUMENT 

NIAGARA FALLS. NEW YORK 




.tion to 

Tesla Monument, stated that no 
adverse information came to their attention concerning the 
dedication of the statue on July 23, 1976. 


- 4* - 



3 ALl 

i 






-750 (Rev. 12-14-88) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 



Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file, 
statements, where indicated, explain this deletion. 


One or more of the following 


12 Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material 
available for release to you. 

Section 552 Section 552a 


B (b)(1) 

□ 

(b)(7)(A) 

□ 

(d)(5) 

□ (b)(2) 

□ 

(b)(7)(B) 

□ 

(j)(2) 

□ (b)(3) 

□ 

(b)(7)(C) 

□ 

00(1) 


□ 

(b)(7)(D) 

□ 

(k)(2) 


□ 

(b)(7)(E) 

□ 

00(3) 


□ 

(b)(7)(F) 

□ 

00(4) 

□ (b)(4) 

□ 

(b)(8) 

□ 

00(5) 

□ (b)(5) 

□ 

(b)(9) 

□ 

00(6) 

□ (b)(6) 



□ 

00(7) 


□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your 
request. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

□ Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred 
to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. 

_Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be 

advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation 
with the other agency(ies). 

_Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):_ 


D For your information: 


□ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
X NO DUPLICATION FEE X 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

FBI/DOJ 





July 7# 1*75 


'>•' * 

* /. * 







This will scXnovlsdgs your Uttar of Jtms 9th. 

C ^ 

JT^xnsponae to your inquiry# tbs papers of 
Or. Hikolar^Tesla were impounded# after his death# by the 
Office of Alien Property of the Departnant of Justice. 

\) l __ 

— Bincerely yours# s* 

&JL i£e//ey 

Clarence K, Kelley 
Director 




D«p. AD Adrr 
Dtp. AD In*. 

* 15 ’. Dir 


■ A OSSBS*e»t —s u safi M. Hqm b c£ £C 22 ^ j /H 

NOTE: Bufile 100-2237 indicates that Dr. Tesla was a 

world famous electrical inventor# and at the time of his 
death his personal papers and effects were impounded by 
Office of Alien Property for national security reasons. 

Since Tesla 1 s death in 1943 the Bureau has received numerous 
inquiries about the disposition ofhhis i-ppVmiral papers. _ 
The above reply is forwarded in answer to these inquiries. 
Bufiles con tain no information identifiable wi^h J^ u | s fg^ s * 
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SMITH, IDA B. WISE -Conimmtd 
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wuiivjivr wu * v ice-rresiaem or tiie 
Reichstag; former director of the Deutsche 
Bank in charge of its oil interests. 

Obituary 

N Y Times pi7 D 12 r 42 

JYKES, CHARLES H(BNRY) Nov 12, 

1882—Dec. 19, 1942 Nationally known as the 
newspaper cartoonist, "Bill’* Sykes; drew 
famous war cartoons for the First and Second 
World Wars; editorial cartoonist of the 
Evening Public Ledger of Philadelphia from 
its founding in 1914 until its suspension in 
January 1942. 

Obituary 

N Y Times p44 D 20 *42 




ESLA, NIKOLA (tesla) July 9, 1856- 
Jan. 7, 1943 One of the world's greatest 
electrical inventors and designers; American 
citizen of Greek origin; worked with Edison; 
credited with many "epic making” inventions 
since he came to the United States in 1884; 
in his old a^e claimed to have invented a 
be V n ' P° werfu1 «K*igh to destroy 
10,000 airplanes at a distance of 250 miles and 
to annihilate an army of 1,000,000 soldiers 
instantaneously. 

Obituary 

N Y Times pi 9 Ja 8 *43 por 




TNNEY, CAL(VIN L.) Feb 2. 1908- 
Radio commentator 

'■ b- c/o Mutual Broadcasting System, 
1440 Broadway, New York City 

Since August 1941 Cal Tinney's slow Texas 
drawl and homespun humor, with intimate, 
folksy interpolations, have been heard over 
the Mutual network in Siting up the News 
each Monday and Wednesday evening from 
8:00 to 8:15 p. m. Tinney's colloquialisms, 
which the folks "back home" chuckle over— 
-between-you >and-me, ain’t it the 
truth” "it shore is" method—has captured 
many a listener bored with the formal, polished, 
or cut and dried comments of other news¬ 
casters. 

■But there has been more to Tinney than 
his mannerisms. Speaking usually as a repre- 
soitative of what the "common man" thinks 
about affairs at home and abroad, he has taken 
more than one direct and shrewd pot shot 
left of center, at stuffed shirt policy, the doings 


-politicians wl___ 

** tbe ex pense of democracy under high-sound¬ 
ing terms of Americanism, etc It is not 
surprising that the sandy-haired young man 
, West has occasionally found him¬ 
self in hot water. Objections have at times 
been made to the FCC on the "character of 
the broadcaster’s utterances." But Tinney has 
apparently survived the allegations against him, 
since he currently continues his bi weekly 
talks. 

The outspoken homespun philosopher, who 
has become a kind of Will Rogers columnist 
of the air, was bom February 2. 1908 on 
a ranch in Pontotoc County, Oklahoma. His 
family however originally came from Texas, 
where his grandfather, a rugged individualist, 
had strange politics for those parts. "My 
grandfather was a Texas Republican” Tinney 
«>> *»dly. "*nd thty shot him. Stan, ht 
exploited his sentiments one Saturday night 
y a *** room. Ever since then my Pop has 
been a Democrat So has the son and, judging 
by his broadcasts, a fervent New Deal-support¬ 
ing ooe. 

After attending the Oklahoma public schools 
Tinney enrolled at the Murray State School 
of Agr, culture in Tishomingo, Oklahoma 
There, however, his education lasted only two 
wetks "I never did Stay there long enough 
to find out whether it was a high school or 
i. 1 * Young Tinney apparently 

decided he could get a better schooling by 
traveling and seeing the world a! first hand. 
For some years he tramped around, often as 
an ordinary seaman aboard freighters off for 
foreign ports. He was a newspaperman of 
sorts, also, and found jobs in Shanghai and 
Pans His work in the pre-War French 
capital was rewriting material found in English- 
printed newspapers. "It was easy," Tinney 
explains, "All you had to do was change 
words like lift to elevator, and caretaker to 
janitor. 

After getting his education by travel, Cal 
Tinney settled down in Oklahoma to edit a 
country paper, and began to advertise it over 
Station KVOO at Tulsa That was in 1932. 
His humorous, drawling voice soon became 
more popular than his gazette. So he gave 
up his job as an editor, but since 1934 he has 
written a weekly feature, "Man of the Week,” 
for the McNaught Syndicate. He is the 
author, also, of abook called Is It True What 
They Say about London! a Non-Partisan 
Portrait (1936). When Tinney turned to 
radio for a living, his voice was heard suc¬ 
cessively, on the March of Time (1932), the 
Voice of America (1933), and the Maxwell 
House Show Boat program (1934). From 
1937 to 1939 he was on the Fmtily Fair fea¬ 
ture, and from 1939 to 1940 on Youth vs. Age. 
That year be originated, but did not appear 
on Stop Me If You Heard This Otte. 

Tinney is married to Mary Maxine Noble 
The couple have two sons. David N. and 
Scott. 

It was in 1940 that Tinney hit on the idea 
of a folksy newscast and tried it out in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. Farm listeners chuckled, appre¬ 
ciated a commentator who spoke their own 
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PLAIN TALK 


i 


ni*m; they wanted quick Action by the 
democrats. And he had the courage to 
teli this to Tito. Although he vu for¬ 
eign minister, be was arrested, 

l wts with Kosaoovicb in his room 
in Belgrade’s Hotel Majestic when Mrs. 
Suhasich telephoned and asked for im¬ 
mediate help. Her husband was arrested 
and ill. Kosanovich tried to reassure 
her. He telephoned Lt General' Ranko- 
vich, OZNA’s chief trigger-man. The 
Communist hangman answered coldly 
that nothing would happen to the for¬ 
eign minister. Precautions were merely 
being taken to defend him from any 
attempt of the "Western r e actio n aries" 
upon his life. 

We had just been reading Dante 
there in the hotel room—the part where 
Count Ugolino hungrily devours the 
brain of Archbishop Ruggieri, describ¬ 
ing the merciless end of all traitors. The 
blood and turmoil of ancient fratricidal 
war rose before us: it seemed very near 
to oui own Yugoslav tragedy. 

Only a little later Kosanovich entered 
the new People’s Front against the will 
of the Independent Democratic Party, 
of which he was Secretary-General. His 
party issued a clandestine communique 
describing his defection. Soozv^fter that 
the chairman of the party, DiJS&Seth- 
Jcovich, was terribly beaten for three 
hours“by a Communist youth mob. He 
was lying in a hospital the same night 
that Kosanovich was dying to the Lon¬ 


don con fer ence of the Big Four, aoom- 
paoyiog the Coenmairist Kardelj as a 
"liberal and democrat." Before he left, 
Kosanovich had published an article in 
the Gommmnrt official organ, Borb*, in 
which he attwked Subasich and the 
leadership of the party with whom he 
had worked closely for twenty yean. 
The Communists wanted a proof of 
"betrayal." And the price was paid. 
From Lopdpc, Koaanovkh went to the 
Paris Peace Conference, and from there 
to Washington—to attack American 
democracy, which he had formerly 
poised 

I cannot believe Kosanovich is a 
happy nian 1 though he has attained 
his ambition. Those who once opposed 
fascism and are now serving commu¬ 
nism have lost all faith in themselves 
and in mankind. There are no Store 
miserable people than the intelligentsia 
who know better—but who have been 
afraid to resist in the list battle for 
man’s liberty. 

Kosanovich once asked for a synthesis 
b e t we en political and economic democ¬ 
racy for the good of the people, and he 
is now defending the complete subjuga¬ 
tion—economic, political and moral— 
of Yugoslavia to the Communists. Ko¬ 
sanovich once wanted Yugoslavia to be 
free of the influence of any big power, 
and he is now ambassador of a puppet 
state in Stalin’s empire. 


THE SOLUTION FOR PALESTINE 

A comprehensive and authoritative discussion of the Hoover 
Plan (pages St2-33) and of the Lowdermilk Plan (Palattin* — 
Land of Promige) y offering an engineering rather than a political 
solution for the crisis in the Near East, will be presented in the 
nest bane of Plain Tale. 
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Translations of SLCBC PFA HEC as containe d in thie report vere made at the Pitts¬ 
burgh yi eld Office Sert o-Croatian translator, ^ 

rnsem^, Slavonic translators 


V 


OBGAnZAllOm STRUCTURE 


X - OIFICSHS 

•#* 

In the "Statement Of The Ownership, Management, Circulation 3tc. .Required^ 

The Acts Of Congress Of August 24, 1912, and March 3, 1933, regarding P P® 
ntnu ^g the mails as a means of transmission, furnished the Pittsburg C fKf 

Pittsburgh Post Office, the following are given as &{/, 

officers or 5ijUi5Uu.NA ifciCi 

Punisher J.-^mslOTICE 

Sdl t o r CHABUEsVUI CK 

Managing Editor Hone . > 

Business Manager 
Owner 


'igEU'SHNAE. 
i ERSTOVICH 


This statenent was filed at the Pittsburgh Post Office by MAHE SHUSHNAB. on Octo¬ 
ber 2, 1945. 
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*2. It is true that this year's calendars were printed too late, 
tout we have Inspite of thiB sold a sufficient number of calendars 
and gone of the eollerg have not gent in their money. In addition 
to the excellent success in advertisements for the calendar and toe- 
sides the fact that the calendar was excellent, the work of the sale 
of the calendars is not satisfactory. Our activists should have paid 
more attention to this then thAn before selling the calendars. 

”3. Soon we shall have received several hundred copies of the new 
toook ’Guns For Tito.* We ought to do our toest to sell these "books 
as soon as possible. The book was compiled by an American Major who 
organized a shipment of weapons to TITO's Army and met TITO person¬ 
ally several times. The price of the book is $2.75. 

n 4. We must finish the sale of the book of F IKDI J^TESLA. We should 
particularly interest the American engineers and unionists in it. 

"5. Soon a book of .HIRED M ABEQV ICH w ill be off the press: ’That We 
May Understand Each Other. 1 Therefore it will be necessary to organ¬ 
ize the sale of the same. The book contains 350 pages and the price 
of the same is $2.50. 

"The working committee decided that bv the end of the month of March 
or in April, KIHKO MAEEOVICH should start for the Pacific Coast, to 
California., to work in the strengthening of our movement and news¬ 
paper and in building up of clubs and the apparatus. This will be 
discussed in detail at the meeting of the Supreme Board in Cleveland. M 

August 14, 1945 "Reorganization Of Leadership Of Serbian Pro¬ 
gressive Movement In City Of Akron Carried Out." 
This article, which is quoted below, indicates 
the then policy of SL030DKA EEC in its leader¬ 
ship in the Serbian Progressive Movement in the 
United States. 

"Akron, August 10 - Last week, on Thursday evening, there was here 
held a special meeting of the Serbian political progressive club, 
which was attended by the editor-in-chicf of S1C30DHA EEC, MEED 
MAKKOVICH, and the manager of the paper. KAHE SHJJ5HITAR. 
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Vffice ISASunJtUildutn • UNITED GOVERNMENT 


FROM 


Director, ?BI 
SAC. Pittsburgh 


date-. November 7 , 19^7 


subject: gLOBCDBi BBC 

MTSaSAl SECURITY - C 
RXG1STRATIOS ACT 


The following ertiole which appeared in the November 1, 15 ( 4 . 7 » issue of the 
above captioned Cornualat line newspaper published at 1916 Bast Street, 
Pittsburgh, Pa,, ia furnished for your information: 

Address of AmbassadoTTcesAJlUVICH at Banquet of 2nd Serbian 
Congress, fretoWr ^6 in Httsburgh, KT : . 1_ 

all itOTautroM ccstaihb 

K?mii is ircifiSsinzD^j 

Brothers and Sisterst DaT£ A- 6*+*-—^ 

c 

I oosne among you to extend you the greetings of the peoples and the 
government of the Federated People** Hepublic of Yugoslavia, headed 
by Karahal Tito and to thank you for the considerable aid whioh you 
have given your brothers in the old homeland. 

by coincidence, I found ^self in the period of lsLN^ in this great 
oountrj where I did my best to defend the truth an! contribute to the 
best of my ability to the thwarting of spreading untruths on the 
part of the official representatives of the then Yugoslav government 
in exile and of all those who wanted to oonvinoe publio op ini on of 
Amerioa and its official eiroles of the impossibility of restoring 
Yugoslavia. I recall your valuable help of that time. I remember 
a dear friend in the person of the late Rev. KRAJNOVICE and his ocn- 
rtant struggle, as wwll as of so many others of that period. 

You Americans of Serbian desoent were hit the hardest. You were 
exposed to the greatest trials and the heaviest attaoks. You 
to exercise the greatest self><lenial and perspective oorreotly to 
see the oours# of events because every effort was made to confuse 
you. The idea was that when Serbian Aasrleana follow the wrong 
path, when chauvinism and national hatred get possession of them, 
when hatred towrd the Croats and Slovenes a t^ toward Yugoslav unity 
is aroused in them, then It will be easy for the same attitudes to 
work among Croatian* and Slovenes as regards Yugoslav unity, giving 
ohauTinlsm full sway and thus contributing to the weakening of the 
war affort in Amerloan and rendering impossible the struggle for the 
salvation and restoration of Yugoslavia and the Balkans* ~ - 

In a letter of thanks for an honor whioh was shown me ^ February, 
19 W+, by a great number of you who are now assembled at this 8erblan 
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To: 

Set 


Director, FBI 
SLOBCDNA. BSC 

16 - C; REGISTRATION ACT 


Noramber 7 , 15^7 
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Congress when I was elected an honorary president of the Vidovdan 
Congress I said: 

*In an extraordinary difficult period of mankind you have with 
sacrifice and self-denial done your duty also toward your people from 
whom you sprang and toward America of which you are good oitltens, and 
toward mankind. Since ny arrival in Amerioa in 19^1» in an. official 
capacity, I found among you the best tinder standing and best oooperation 
for an ever greater unification of national foroes in the struggle 
against all manifestations of fascism* Together we tried to be as 
serbs - bearers of Serbo-Croato-Sloveno-Maoedonlan harmony and unity 
at a time when the eneny banked his entire hope on disharmony and 
hatred* Working thus we have contributed to the correct understanding 
of the national-liberation struggle beset with so many obstacles and 
bedevilled with so much gossip* Time and events have borne out the 
truth thereof*" 

And when taking leave of Serbs In Amerioa in a letter of July 2l±, 

1&4, among other things I wrote: 

*Yte have here been those who have defended the purity of the Serbian 
name at a time when it was being most degraded by the ignorant* 

History will show that we were right and that by our defending the 
unity of Serbs, Croats, Slovenes, end Macedonians we have best rep¬ 
resented the true national Serbian interests thus represented the ^ 
interests not only of Yugoslavia but also of America and all United 
Nations* We have by oammon sacrifices of a liberation war achieved 
p*eat successes in the oountry, but there still are great triads* 

Enemies will particularly seek to confuse the Serbs and destroy them 
with false defense of Serbian interests* I ask all sy good friends 
to make every effort to promote harmony and unity* I ask all those 
who were being deceived in returning to Serbian tradition and. enter 
the great circle of national harmony . • • I ask friends who have had 
the opportunity and bravery of seeing the right path from the very 
outset, that they forgive thoa&who haven't seen it because they were 
deceived by those who thought they must be believed* The true 
national champion is known by his setting the errant ones on the 
right path* Besponsible culprits who misused their positions and 
misused the credulity of the ignorant will answer to the people far 
their misdeeds* The more you will promote harmony, the better it 
will be for Serbdom, for Yugoslavia, and for Amerioa - toward which 
you have the greatest obligation** 


-S - 
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Tot Direotcr , FBI November 7. 1SU7 

Re t SLOBCDSA. EEC 

IS - C; REGISTRATION ACT 

.That was th« path to which yq» were o ailed until his last days by 

our great countryman MIK OtA/fs glA. 

•I 

And you, by your moderation, have contributed to the interest of the 
democratic struggle of the world* You have contributed to the unifi- 
oation of all national forces in America in the organisation of the 
war effort* And at the same time, as Amerloans of Serbian descent 
together with other Yugoslav Americans, you have shown your American 
fellow-cltisens that your brothers in the old homeland are with 
united efforts residing fascism and struggling far freedom and the 
restoration of their independent state, Yugoslavia* 

In this you were able to be the beet spokesmen* You and your predeces¬ 
sors have come to this country in search of freedom and better 
economic conditions* 

Most of you and those before you hare fled from Hapsburg serfdom be¬ 
cause you were being oppressed both nationally and economically. 

You and your predecessors made valuable contributions to the develop¬ 
ment of the World* You with your brother Slovenes and Croatians 
have sweated, shed blood, worn your bones, expended brains, and what¬ 
not far the progress of this oountry* Long is the chain of miners, 
farmers, scientists, and soldiers who gave their best for the general ^ 
progress and prosperity of the American Union* You have conscientiously 
been doing your duty and you have become good oitizens of this great 
land. Who of us is not proud of the work, life and nobleness of 
NIKOLA TESLA without whose work and mind eleotrioity would not be what 
it now is in the world; whose motor has harnessed the Niagara and the 
Dnieper, turning the wheels of industry wherever there is eleotrioity? 

In every spark of eleotrioity, shines his name* America is the 
greatest beneficiary of TESLA'a geniua* He asked for no riches* 

And so, brothers and sisters, when during the war you have raised your 
voice for your brethren in the Balkans struggling not only for their 
life but also for a better and more seoure existence of mankind, your 
voice thus had significance and importance* You were able to be the 
authorized spokesmen of the struggle which was going on over there* 
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H would-be radio repair man, advised this office that 
pril ^^^^^^^^h^inetallec^^^, the home of captioned 

* "Hammerlund H.Q* Beceiver 
#120*" # that since this type receiving 

set is of a kind which is generally used by amateur radio 
experts or professionals and since the radio set itself was 
in such condition as to indicate that it had been purchased under 
a very high priority* he inquired of the subiee^how he happened 
to be in pos session of such a radio set* according 

was vague as to where.he got it f saying that it 
had belonged at one time to NIKOLa TESLA* S sen and was purchased 
before the war in New York City* JHHHHB^dld not sake any 
notation of the serial number of this radio but advised that under 
pretext he can review the operation of this set in the apartment 
of the subject and at that time get the serial number* 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


line new Yugoslav Ambassador, SAgA IjT "^ 

has stated to the newspaper that 
they do not contem plate hostilities over the 
Trieste Question* 





DETAILS: 


Report of Special Agent 
July >22, 1946, at Washington, 

AT WASHINGTON. D. C. 

QEMgUI ACTIVITIES 


t^S?0?S.V?i%« car- *»■ 

iSVSCULtSin® 
,rE?I tr.SRt •• 

hTtSiAfiiSS 


HHHF dated 

' U a&&22 , 




4Am? 


D BY 


The “Washington Post 1 * for July 23, 1946, carries a heaffiafl^ 
relative to an interview had with the new Yugoslav Ambassador SAVA H. KOSAMOTIC 
entitled War Over Trieste Not Anticipated by Yugoslav Envoy". The article 
stated ne had declared on the previous day that his country would not be 
provoked into any action in Trieste which would conipromise the peace. He also 

l^ e r.: ney would not Accept a hY solution of the problem which did not accord 
with their essential interests. He said his Government opposed Italian » 
proposals for a plebecite in the disputed area because the Yugoslav population 
had been diminished by twenty-six years of Italian rule and the additional 
loss of 56,000 men in the fight apainst the Nazis. ' 
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The article in the ’’Evening Star* which was referred to above 
appeared July 23, 19hS, and was entitled '"New dnvoy Disclaims Ajy Yugoslav 
Plans for Coup at Trieste.' 1 This article was written by NE1VB0LD NOYES, JR. 
The article quotes the Ambassador as saying that Yugoslavia would not be 
'’provoked into compromising the peace.” The article stated that the 
Ambassador had indicated his country would boycott Trieste if they did not 
get it. The article stated that KOi-dvOVIC is a nephew of NICOJAfesiA, the 
Yugoslav-American inventor. t 
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a copy of a 'bulletin entitled "iii.ws Flashes from Czechoslovakia 
under Nazi Domination", published by the Czechoslovak national 
Council of America, 4049 West Twenty-sixth Street, Chicago, Illi¬ 
nois, release no. 132, dated May 11, 1942* 

This bulletin contains nous concerning the American Slav 
Congress held at Detroit, Michigan, April 25 and 26, 1942. The 
article contains the permanent committee set-up of the Congress 
and a list of men of eminence among the delegates to the Congress. 

This article is being quoted below; 

"AMERICAN SLAT CONGRESS FOR GREATER WAR EFFORT" 

The coordination activities of all groups of Slavic 
extraction in America for an intensified war effort 
moved a long step closer to reality as a result of 
the American Slav Congrecs held in Detroit April 25 
and 26 and attended by more then 2300 delegates re¬ 
presenting church, fraternal, labor, social and 
cultural groups from all parts of the country. Every 
substantial American Slav organization in the country 
was represented. 


Permanent Committee Set Up 

A permanent committer was elected with LE^&RZYCKI, 
Vice-president of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers 
for President; Prof. J. J.'SiZMRHAL, of the Czechoslovak 
National Council, Vice-president; STEPHSH^EMAN, JR., 
of the Slovek Evangelical Union, Secretary; VINKO^CDK, 
of t he Croatin Fraternal Union, Treasurer; and BLAIR F. 
^UNThER, member of the Educational'' Committee of the 
Polish National Alliance, Chairman of the Board of 
Directors. 

Participating Slavic nationality groups elected vice- 
presidents to the Board of Directors. Vice-presidents 
for the respective nationality groups elected were; 
EDMUND^pINC, Polish; W. J.^MUZIK, Czech; V. S.'^ATEK, 
Slovak;' VASIB^ICOFF, Bulgarian; SAMUEWWEIfLlNICH, 
Serbian; JOEJfSUTKOVICH, Croatian; VINCENTTpAIHKAR, Slo¬ 
vene; PETESwfiATI CA, Csrpatho-Russian; GEORGE^KRINSKY, 
Macedonian; RARR?7JUBESHK0FF, Russian; MICHAEL^ATCS, 
Ukrainian. 
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The various nationality groups also elected members 
to the nationality committees of the Board of 
Directors. The National Committee of the congress 
held its first plenary session in Pittsburgh, May 10, 
to plan steps to translate the decisions of tho con¬ 
gress into action. 


Anti-Hitler Measures Adopted 

Main decisions embodied in the resolutions of the 
congress were: 

1. To make a direct appeal to American Slays com¬ 
prising more than half the workers in the wax essential 
industries of the nation to intensify their production 
efforts to outproduce Hitler and the Axis. 

2. To intensify vigilance against fifth-columnists 
operating within the various Slavic groups in this 
country aiming to sow division and disunity in the war 
effort. 

3. To chart a plan to recruit 50,000 American Slav 
volunteers for a house-to-house campaign among American 
Slav families for raising the amount of war bond sub¬ 
scriptions to 10 per cent of income. 

4. To take all measures to strengthen the bonds of 
solidarity among American Slav groups and between them 
and the Slav peoples of Europe for a concerted effort 
against HITLER. 

5. To increase support of all war relief agencies, 
particularly the Russian, Yugoslavian, Polish, Czecho¬ 
slovakian, British, Greek and Chinese. 

6. To take steps to counteract the appeasers. 

7. To set up a permanent organization to coordinate 
and assist in carrying out the decisions adopted by the 
Congress. 


Response Exceeds Anticipations 

The response to the first American Slav Congress ever 
held in America exceeded all anticipations. It re¬ 
vealed the douth of anti-Axis feeling that has seized 
hold of the Americans of Slav descent who came expressing 
desires to do their utmost to the end that the power of 
Hitlerism, arch-foe of the Slav peoples ns of freedom- 
loving peoples everywhere shall be decisively smashed. 


r.•■•••• 
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The delegates wore mostly "brawny men from coal mines, 
steel mill8, machine shops—the men on whom the nation 
Is counting for ouch of its war essential goods pro¬ 
duction and wholesome-looking women *4iose faces showed 
hardening lines of determination beneath war smiles, 


Men of Inifience Among Delegates 

Among the delegate were men and women of distinction 
in many fields of activity—scholars, writers and 
clergymen, amon^_them Rev. VINCSSAfSOUCOVIOZ, who re- 
ureBented the ffiry) Rcv. Bishop BTE&N S t VOZNICKI v 
at the Congress. and delivered the opening invocation; 
Metropolitan^Jt s hop Benjamin, of the Russian Orthodox 
Church; Most Rev. JOKN^SrAJlTOVICH of Johnstown, Pennsy¬ 
lvania, and Rev*4<SAWL0WSKI, Of Buffalo, New York. 

among others present were JOSEPffitfATTRAS , director of 
the Polish National Alliance of Pittsburgh; CHESTER A. 
^MZDROJ, President of the Polish Central Citizens' Com- 
'mittee of Detroit; Judge VS NftHONZOVSKZ of Hamtranch; 
Captain Polish Wen Veterans, Chicago; Dr. W. 

tSoSOWSKI; chairnan Michigan All Slav Committee, Detroit; 
Mis. M.^ESTEROWICZ, dear of Polish Journalists, Buffalo, 
New York; Zl*TK$*itALGKOrtICS, famed Croatian violinist; 
FHiullNSitIGQRSKI, assistant district attorney of Milwaukee 
and president of the Pulaski Council there; VINCENT^&LEIN, 
Secretary Chrysler Local No. 17 of UAW-CIO; Michigan State 
Senator, STANLEYTJOWAZ; Prof. J. J.^MRHAL, President of 
the Czechoslovak National Council; ^rHTINEK t Exe¬ 

cutive Secretary of the Czechoslovak National Council, 

_ C hicago; KARE^^iRCEAL, President of the American 8okol 
Union; ADOHJSSJACEE, President of the Czech American 
National alliance; VINCENT^TRDSKY, Secretary of the Cxech 
■hBcrlcan National Alliance; Rev. JAN St^EADAC, Honorary 
president of the Slovak National Alliance; Rev. ARNOST 
*7^IZ2A of the Federation of American Czechoslovaks in 
Texas; NICO L*.]fej ESLk , Serbian American inventor; EIBIN 
-4CRISIAIT, prominent Slovenian writer; Dr. D. Z^j^TICH, 
'first vice-president Michigan All-Slav Committee; SAMUEL 
^fiSRLINICH, President of the Serbian National Federation, 
Pittsburgh; Judge ANTHONY-^LUGAS, Pittsburgh; Ohio -Stat-e - 
Senator^BDYB-BOICH; Judge GEORGE Sls^ENESY, Cleveland; ' 


w 
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jEJlY MGNB^SEaVNIK, Slovenska ITarodna Podporna Jednota; 
Bov. k. F»-i|KliTK0, Cleveland; W77EOZIK, President of 
N the Czechoslovak Society of America; and Mrs. MkBUJ 
y^LRAl of the Nat 1 1 Alliance of Czech Catholics. 


From the serious and restrained mood of the delegates 
it was visible they had cone for the one purpose of 
agreeing on a common line of action to be taken to 
guarantee a speedy end of HITU5R and the. Axis. There 
was a notable absence of the usual convention hilarity 
and abandon. 


An International Event 

It wa6 a wartime meeting dominated by a wartime gria- 
ness. That the deliberations of the congress would 
have international repercussions was evidenced in the 
more than thousand telegrams from all parts of the world 
that reached the congress during the sessions. 

One of the wireB greeting it was from a Czech group 
in Teheran, Persia; there were many from Slavic groups 
in Chile, Argentina, Canada, and throughout America. 
Soviet writers and scientists and members of the Yugl- 
slav government in Kuibyshev wired the congress messages 
of greetings end good wishes. 

The Congress was not only an event significant in the 
history of America’s 15 million Slav-descended citizens 
but fraught with meaning for the destiny of the more 
than 2Q0 millions of Slav peoples across the seaB en¬ 
gaged in a life-and-death struggle against Nazi enslavers 

For the first time the peoples of the diverso Slavic 
groups in America were reaching a common understanding 
on a world-wide issue—a matter that gars delegates ft 
feeling of considerable satisfaction. 

Far beyond the brilliantly delivered keynote speeches 
and the iron note of resolve sounded in the resolutions— 
all of which raised the assembly to wild cheers of en¬ 
thusiasm—was the vibrant sense of unity which, given 
expression by the congress carried to the Slav peoples 
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throughout the world its reesage of redoubled effort* 
to crush. HITLER and guarr tee a democratic victory 
for the world. 


Keynote—Production for Victory 

Production and sacrifice ;;ere the keynote motifs of the 
main address of the congress delivered by LEO KRZYCKI. 
Reminding listeners that American Slavs occupy a key 
position in America's war industrial pattern, he called 
for greater efforts this year to turn the scales of 
victory in favor of the democracies. 

How to safeguard American war production and American 
morale took up the following sessions which were ad¬ 
dressed by Prof. J. J. ZMRHfJj, President of the Czecho¬ 
slovak National Council of America, on fifth-column 
activities and measures to be taken against them; FRANK 
fr>tlSBEY, chairman of the Michigan Defense Savings Pro¬ 
gram on'national morale; ELNGLIVER, of the Labor Division 
of the War Production Board and GEQRGBi^DDES, Secretary- 
Treasurer-of the Auto Workers Union on problems facing 
labor in the war industries. These subjects were treated 
in further detail In special panel discussions later. 


10,000 Hear Hon. Paul V. McNutt 

Two thousand plates were served at the banquet tendered 
the delegates and guests by the Michigan Committee of the 
American Slav Congress in the Masonic Temple on April 85. 

But the climax of the congress was a victory rally in 
the Michigan State Fair Coliseum where 10,000 persons 
assembled to hear the Hon. PAUL V. MoHUTT, Federal Security 
Administrator and U. S. Government representative to the 
Congress who greeted the delegates and drew thunderclaps 
of applause by his-apoeal for "more tanks for TIMOSHENKO". 
"In this first Slav Congress you have shown the world the 
miracle of American unity," he declared. 

A. message from President ROOSEVELT was received wishing 
the Congress success in its work." 
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’In radio irpadcest 7/27/47 4SC official assarted vr; , 
that first ASC Coojrtss’held 4/25.26/42, -Detroit,' 
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Nikola 

TESLA 



Whose daring imagination and concrete accomplishments are among the wonders oj our age. 

By PAULINE KLOPACKA 


THEN Nikola Tesla died in 
/ January of 1943 in com* 
▼ * parative seclusion in a New 
York hotel, he owned no more than 
the few personal possessions that had 
become dear to him during the 86 

years of his life. Yet his estate was 
so fabulous that its value can never 
be truly assessed. And his heirs were 
the men and women of all the world. 

What price can be put on the work 
of a man who brought into being the 
electric power era? The industrial 
giant that the U. S. is today rests on 
the series of brilliant discoveries and 
inventions in the Harnessing and 
transmission of electricity conceived 


by Nikola Tesla, who came to this 
country from the land of the South 
Slavs when he was 28 years of age. 

It was at midnight between July 9 
and 10 in 1856 that a son, Nikola, 
was bora to the Kev. Milutin Tesla 
and Djouka, his wife, in the little 
Serbian village of Smiljan, in the 
province of Lika. Now a part of 
Yugoslavia, it was at that time under 
Austro-Hungarian rule. 

Tesla’s father, a Serb, was a priest 
of the Greek Church, and his mother 
of a distinguished Serbian family, 
came from a long line of inventors. 
Both father and mother gave to the 
child a valuable heritage and culture 


developed and passed on by ancestral 

families that had been community 
leaders for many generations. 

It was at first planned that the son 
prepare for the priesthood but Nikola 
would have none of this. Physics and 
mathematics fascinated him. He 
would be a teacher of these favorite 
subjects. But then he switched to elec¬ 
trical engineering and at the age of 
25 a graduate of Prague University— 
earlier training had been obtained 
at the Graz Polytechnic in Austria— 
he was set for his first job. 

At that time the American Tele¬ 
phone System was brought to Europe 
and an installation set up in Buda¬ 
pest, where Tesla was a successful 
applicant for a position. 

fTiHREE years later, in 1884, he was 
A U. S. bound. There were 4 cents in 
the young immigrant’s pocket when 
he arrived in New York, but that did 
not disturb him. He had the names of 
friends. He would soon get to work. 

His confidence was well founded, 
since within a few years be was 
counted among the ranking scientists 
of the country, his discoveries bring¬ 
ing in handsome royalties. > 

It is interesting to note the descrip¬ 
tion of Tesla at this time by his biog¬ 
rapher, J. J. O’Neill in the book, 
“Prodigal Genius”: "Tesla was a 
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spectacular. fi c ure ia New ,rk in 
189L 'A tall, dark, hands< well* 
bmh individual with ft flare lor wear* 
iug clothes that gave him an air of 
magnificence, who spoke perfect Eng¬ 
lish hut carried an atmosphere of 
European culture. He was an out¬ 
standing personality to all who be¬ 
held him.” One of his colleagues 
described him as “immaculately 
groomed, and of delightful courtesy 
and charm.” 

A review of Tesla’s work is noth- 


mayor: “There is something in m 
which is only perhaps illusory . . 
Tut if I were to be sufficiently for¬ 
tunate to bring about at least some 
of my ideas it would be for the bene¬ 
fit of all humanity. If these hopes 
become one day a reality, my greatest 
joy would spring from the fact that 
this work would be the work of a 
Serb.” 

Teala dedicated his life to peace, 
to lightening the burden of toil from 
the shoulders of his fellow' man. As 


mg short of amazing. To quote from 
J. J. O’Neill’s book; 



“It was TcsJa’s invention of the polyphase 
alternating current system that was directly 
responsible for harnessing Niagara Falls 
and opening the modem electric super¬ 
power era in which electricity is transported 
for hundreds of miles to operate the tens 
of thousands of mass production factories 
of our industrial system. 

“Every one of the tall, Martian trans¬ 
mission lines that stalks across the earth and 
whose wires carry electricity to distant cit¬ 
ies is a monument to Tesla, every dynamo 
and even' motor that drives every machine 
in the country is a monument to him. 

“He discovered the secret of transmitting 
electric power to the utmost ends of the 
earth without wires and demonstrated his 
system by which pow« could be drawn 
from the earth anywhere by making a con¬ 
nection to the ground; he set the entire 
earth in electrical vibration with a genera¬ 
tor which sprouted lightning that rivaled 
the fiery artillery of the heavens. It was a 
minor portion of this discovery that he cre¬ 
ated the modern radio system. He planned 
our broadcasting methods of today 40 
years ago when others aaw in the wireless 
only the dot and dash message that might 
save ships in distress. 

“Tesla was an inventor but he was much 
more than a producer of devices. He was 
a discoverer of new principles opening 
many new empires of knowledge which 
even today have been only partly explored. 
In a single burst of invention be created 
the world of power of today. 

“He brought into being oui electric power 
era, the rock bottom foundation on which 
the industrial system of the entire world is 
builded. He gave xu our mass production 
system for without his motors and currents 
it could not exist. 

“He gave us every easestia] of current 
radio. He invented radar 40 yean before 
k# use in World War H. He gave us our 
modem neon and other forms of gaseous 
tube lighting. He gave ns fuoreeoent light- 
tag- He gave as the high frequency cur- 
lama *Web art perfomfa* their electronic 

-.Matters ttamgheut the industrial and mad- 
t wU. Hi gave m remote control fay 

file**-,, % 

a 

Always proud of hia national ori¬ 
gin, Tesla spoke as follows during his 
visit to Belgrade in 1892 ia answer to 
a speech of welcome by the city’s 


every scientist who so interprets his 
function in society, he was stricken 
when he saw the coming of World 

War II and his inventions being pre¬ 
pared for destructive purposes. He 
sought desperately to prevent the war 
and made available a device which he 
offered to the world, maintaining that 
it would make any country, no mat¬ 
ter how small, safe within its bound¬ 
aries. His offer was rejected. 

But once the war was an accom¬ 
plished fad, and when the people’s 
armies rose in defense of their na¬ 
tions in what appeared to be an un- 
eaual fight, he did all he could to 
rally his countrymen to work to the 
limit in the war effort. 

Shortly before his death he wrote 
as follows to his nephew, M. Sava 
Kosanovic, now Yugoslav Ambassa¬ 
dor to the U. S.: 

“President Roosevelt and Donald 
Nelson , Director of our War Produce 
tion have repeatedly urged the Amer - 
icon people , workers and employers , 
to meet as fully as possible the goals 
established for the production of war 
materials. ... For that reason, my 
dear brothers and sisters, as the old- 
est Serb , Yugoslav and American in 
the V . 5., / am addressing this letter 
to you, asking you to answer the call 
of President Roosevelt. 

“The achievements of oW brothers 
in the old country are worthy of the 
spirit which permeates our folklore 
. *. the fate of the Serbs , Croats and 
Slovenes is inseparable" 

Teala was not satisfied with hi s 
achievements in releasing the earth’s 
energies so that men could work with 
lens backbreaking effort and live more 
comfortably. The man who could 


draw up a desi c n for a perfect motor 
was also concerned with drawing up 
a plan for a better world. When 
Tesla read the address of the then 
Vice-President, Henry A. Wallace, on 
The Future of the Common Man, he 
was fired with enthusiasm. The Yugo¬ 
slav edition of the speech included 
a preface by Nikola Tesla written in 
October, 1942: 

“Oat of this war, the greatest since the 
beginning of history, a new world must be 
born, a world that would justify the sacri¬ 
fice* offered hy humanity. This new world 
must be a world in which there shall be no 
exploitation of the weak by the strong, of 
the good by the evil; where there wil) be 
no humiliation of the poor by the violence 
of the rich; where the products of intellect, 

science and art will serve society for the 

betterment and beautification of life, and not 

individuals for the amassing of wealth. This 
new world shall not be a world of the down¬ 
trodden and humiliated, but of free men 
and free nations, equal in dignity and re¬ 
spect for man . . 

This man, whose work was so ad¬ 
vanced of his time that much of it 
still remains unexplored could have 
amassed millions, but he was so little 
interested in personal gain that to 
save his friend, Mr. Westinghouse, 
from bankruptcy he tore up a con¬ 
tract which would have brought him 
512 millions in royalties. Pressed for 
funds during the latter part of his 
life, many of his inventions are lost 
to the world. 

But though he was often short of 
money he would walk over to Herald 
Square and feed the pigeons. It was 
almost a sacred trust, feeding the 
pjeeons twice a day. They had been 
his personal responsibility through 
the yean, and if he could not be 
there to do the feeding, a Western 
Union messenger boy would be hired 
to do the job in his stead. Often he 
would forget an important en*age- 
mrnt so that he might keep his “date” 
on Herald Square. The pigeons were 
a way to relaxation, a note of warmth 
in an otherwise rigidly disciplined 
life. He had few friends and never 
married, since he felt a scientist must 
fcesp himself free of personal rela¬ 
tionships that would be unduly de¬ 
manding. 

fleetless and ea<*er to unravel every 
possible unknown to the very end of 

{Caa ffa ia td Oft page 49) 
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- GEO MILEV 


describes only from theetandpo d 
his art t , . In bis attitude toward 
various events in the life around him, 
which impress him strongly, he does 
not take sides. He does not praise one 
and hurt the other; he merely de¬ 
scribes everything he sees, describes 
it with the delicate, sweet colors of 
-poetry... . 

Geo was fined 20,000 leva and 
sentenced to one year in prison. He 
could not believe that the court could 
make such a decision. With joking 
reference to the dullness of “their 
Honors,” he left the courtroom be¬ 
lieving that the decision would never 
be carried out. 

He was right Unable to enforce 
their decision legally, the government 
resorted to illegal means. 

Next day. May 15, 1925, Geo was 
kidnapped from his home and killed 
by underlings of Prime Minister 
Alexander Tzankoff. 

The cultural world of Europe pro¬ 
tested Geo’s death. Henri Barbusae, of 
France, visited Bulgaria to investigate 
the case. In his book “The Murder¬ 
ers” he made reference to the circum¬ 
stances of Geo’s death. Max Rein¬ 
hardt protested and “regretted the 
loss of a very gifted theater director.” 
Oskar Kokoshka, in Vienna, recog¬ 
nized the loss of “a precious critic 
and learned connoisseur of modern 
art.” 


Many Bulgarian writers were si¬ 
lent. Fearing for their lives, they did 
not dare to speak a word for Geo 
Milev or express regret for his death. 
The more courageous of them stated 
that “talent such as Geo’s is born 
only once in a hundred years,” that 
“He was the most cultured Bulgar¬ 
ian,” “The most honest and courage¬ 


ous. 

T he youth and the common people 
deeply mourned for Geo. They 
~ to* a aiooere friend 

r. Ikubfe to ok the Bnl- 

_Mm, Omj copied 

I Vy land apd learned it by 
Bulgarian Undent* abroad 
•printed It in Park, and in Belgrade. 
4n Prague It via translated into 
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TESLA 

{Continued from page 4) 

his life, he read a paper on the occa¬ 
sion oi his 80th birthday on the per¬ 
fection of a tube for atom smashing. 
As if that were not enough, he also 
presented a system of interplanetary 
communication. 

Thus the fragmentary story of the 
life and work of a Yugoslav immi¬ 
grant who, like so many tens of thou¬ 
sands of his fellow countrymen, left 
their homeland rather than live as 
subjects within the Austro-Hungarian 
empire. 

He made a unique contribution to 
his adopted land, so ideally suited to 
the full scope of his genius, “the like 
of which in all history could prob¬ 
ably be counted on the fingers of one 
hand.” 

It is to be hoped that just as he 
brought electrification to the U. S. 
in the short span of ten years, his 
adopted country might assist in the 
full electrification of the Balkans, 
reversing its present policy toward 
New Yugoslavia. 


Czech and in Russia into Russian. 

A few courageous young people in 
Bulgaria printed pamphlets about 
Geo. They were promptly tortured 
and imprisoned. 

We, his family, searched for him 
for months, but we never learned 
exactly where and how he was killed. 

There were rumors that he had 
been shot in the mountains, that he 
had been burned in the furnace of 
“Public Safety.” These measures 
were used by Bulgarian Fascists long 
before the world knew of Hitler. Both 
stories, however, avowed that his 
spirit was not crushed. 

Geo’s voice was silenced forever. 
The murderers triumphed, but they 
forgot that he who speaks for the 
freedom of a tormented and deprived 
people does not die. In today’s New 
Bulgaria, Geo Milev is honored as 
one of her most cherished sons. Geo’s 
poems axe celebrated especially by 
the youth of today, the heirs of the 
September Revolution of 1944, which 
fulfilled his prediction of a decade 
before that “September sail be May.” 


HE AMERICAN SLAV 
COMMITTEE 
of Canton, Ohio 
welcomes the new magazine 

THE SLAVIC AMERICAN 

ana projects best wishes tor its suc¬ 
cess. This organ, we know, will be a 
great contribution to the enlighten¬ 
ment of the homes of American Slavs, 

Greetings to the Second Issue 
of 

THE SLAVIC AMERICAN 

and 

Best Wishes for Continued Success 
in the Coming Year 

ALL SLAVIC COUNCIL OF 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 

739 Page Street, San Francisco, Calif. 

GREETINGS FROM 

JIM BALANOFF 

Greetings from Lodge 3052 
Americen-RimUn Fraternal Society, IWO 
1010 East Foss Avenue Flint, Mich. 

Greetings from 

CLUB M YUGO-FORWARD" 

Detroit, Mich, 


THE STANLEY THEATRE 
Present* 

The Beet Film* from the U.S-S.R. 

NO W t ‘'THE GKEAT GLINKA" 

7th Ave. 4 , 42 nd St. New York City 

Bast Wishes for Success to 

THE SLAVIC AMERICAN 

American Russian Fraternal Society 
Lodge 3069 

120 Glenmore Ave. Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Efficient Service Since 1919 

UQN ttNOFF 

General Insurance Broker 
191 Eeit 149th St. New York 
MBrote S-09B4 

infurane* le eb eepe r to have then to need 
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DATB: Apiril 11, 19u9 


AMERICAN SUV CONGRESS; 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
(Bufile 100-5667U) 

y Enclosed are two copies of the Fall, 19U8 issue of "The 

Slavic American", a quarterly, published by the American Slav Congress. 

These are being submitted for information only, not for 
evidence. One copy is being retained in the files of this office. 
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The American Way of Life 


by LOUS ADAMIC 

T HE opening Jim** of the Progres¬ 
sive Part) 4 * platform read: 
‘‘Three year> alter the erul oi 
the Second World War the drums 
are healing! for a third. Civil liberties 
are heinn destroyed. Millions cry out 
for relief from unbearably high prices. 
The American Way of Life is in dan* 
per.” 

The American W a\ of Life has 
been the issue in ain American elec* 
tion ever since 177b. Lvery voter who 
poe? to the polls, \oles—intelligently 
or mistakenly : independently or uiv 
der the spell of inveterate partisan* 
ship—for one or another concept of 
the American Wav of Life. 

Of course, various people, living 
in various circumstances, have vari¬ 
ous ideas of what constitutes the 
American Way of Life. I propose 
to state my ideas of it; also 1 shall 
presume to fit those ideas within the 
frame of the new Progressive Part\ 
which must continue to grm\ from it- 
hcpinnings in 19W»- 

As i see ihe American W ay of Life, 
its principles were born of the Ameri¬ 
can Revolution. They were won in 
struggle; nothing as fundamental 
and deep-reaching comes easy. They 
are stated in the Declaration of In¬ 
dependence and the Constitution of 
the Lnited States. Our job now is 
to perceive what policies and meas¬ 
ures will safeguard the W ay against 
decay and corruption, and will fur¬ 
ther its growth and evolution to 
meet successfully the problem of 
changing times and new conditions. 
The principles of 1776 are as valid 
as ever, but life is different today 
from what it was then. KortunateU 
growth and change are of the very es¬ 
sence of the American Way. 

The first principle of the Americ an 
Way of Life is the right to life itself; 
and this must be safeguarded against 
war on the one hand, and on the 
other against poverty, which in recent 
decades has taken a far heavier toll 
than any war in which this nation 
ha? ever so far been involved— 
though the “next war,” if we permit 
it to be drujnmed up. will reverse the 
story. 


“Why Go to War to Keep 
Others From Having Their 
Way of Life , 99 asks Adamic 


The second principle n| the Ameri¬ 
can Wav is liberty ... it ha> al- 
wav* been nur slogan and our pride. 
Hut we have long been cautioned 
that its price is eternal vigilance, and 
we know how to recognize those who 
have designs on it. 

The third principle of our Way 
is abundance . When migrants from 
Europe first began to settle here, this 
was a land rich in the gifts of nature: 
and for all that those gifts have been 
abused by ignorance and irresponsi¬ 
bility. and particularly by exploiters 
and monopolists. Our resources are 
still great enough—if deforestation 
and erosion are checked in time, and 
if our mineral resources are properly 
conserved—1<> afford abundance, the 
good life, to all the inhabitants of 
These States. 

And a fourth principle of the Amer¬ 
ican Way is opportunity . 


T HE Progressive Party promises to 
safeguard the right to life by 
avoiding war—always the saddest 
failure of morality and now the po- 
tenial destroyer of human society and 
the globe itself. 

Whether or not we can avoid 
World W ar III, I don’t know ; but ] 
do know this—that if we don't try 
to avoid it, nothing else is worth try - 


LOUS ADAMIC 

Sforenum Amer¬ 
ican author and 
lecturer, a foremost 
authority on na¬ 
tional groups, he 
is a prolific writer. 
Among his »corks 
are My A afire 
Land, Dinner at 
the White House, 
Two-Way Passage, 
Nation of Nation*, 
My America. He 
als<r edits and pub¬ 
lishes a current affairs bulletin , Trends 
and Tides, issued from his home in 
Milford, New Jersey* 


i 


ing to do nowaday*, ll is futile to 
wonder about the kind of curtain? 
you’ll hang up in your living-room 
. . . futile to write or read books. !<■ 
go to lectures or to school . . . silly 
to worry about being called a Red or 
a Communist, or whatever, or about 
being hauled up before the fantastic 
Un-American Activities Committee 
. . . futile to work at your job, what¬ 
ever it mav be . . . silly to worry about 
keeping on the good side of whoever 
can take that job away from you. 

War or peace? I don’t know; but 
if we want any sort of future for this 
country, for the rest of the world, 
for ourselves and the Russians, for 
\ou and me personally, then we'd 
better \o..k for pear* . . . stand up 
for peace . . . stand up with our new 
political vehicle, the Progressive Par¬ 
ty. 

The Progressive Party further pro¬ 
poses to safeguard the right to life 
by abolishing poverty. Cynics, pressti- 
tutes, and generally people without 
hope and vision say this can’t be 
done. They say Henry Wallace is a 
starry-eyed visionary. W 7 e say it can 
be done if we will jealously maintain 
freedom, bear in mind the limitless 
capabilities of Americans, and keep 
the grip of monopoly from arrogating 
the resources that should serve all- 
and if w-e will insist upon the appli¬ 
cation of the ever more marvelous 
discoveries and techniques of science 
for the common good. 

The Progressive Parly proposes to 
safeguard liberty — not with more 
lip service, but by adhering fully to 
the Constitution, including the Bill of 
Rights and all subsequent amend¬ 
ments, in all their vitality and integ¬ 
rity. and by reviving and enhancing 
ihe programs and formulations of 
Roosevelt's New Deal. The Progres¬ 
sive Party proposes to guard liberty 
(Continued on page 26) 
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A HALF HOUR OF MUSIC 

with 

TWO DISTINGUISHED AMERICAN ARTISTS 
OF SLAVIC DESCENT 

in a unique 

Album of Recordings 

Now on Sale 



ZLATKO 

BALOKOVIC 

Violinist 


/ IVAN 
"PETROFF 

Baritone 


By BALOKOVIC 


HYMN TO THE SUN Rimjky-Korsakoff 

CROATIAN RHAPSODY Lhotk* 

FOR ONE MOMENT OF JOY Croatian Folk Song 

By PETROFF 

LEGEND Bulgarian Folk Song 

PEASANT'S LAMENT Bulgarian Folk Song 

ARIA PRINCE IGOR Borodin 

_By BOTH _ __ 


SONGS MY MOTHER TAUGHT ME Dvorak 

ELEGIE . .. .. Mawanek 


Prize selections for your library long to be 
cherished and enjoyed 


FOUR RECORDS TO EACH ALBUM 
$4 the Album 

postage prepaid 


USE CONVENIENT ORDER BLANK 


The American Waj/ 

I Continued from page 51 

against that danger which most dis¬ 
turbed the Founding Fathers—the 
power of the military. And note how 
aJJ these things are inter'Tel a ted. Lib¬ 
erty is imperiled by poverty, by mo¬ 
nopoly, by war. Every measure which 
the new party proposes is a measure 
tcj safeguard liberU, 

abundance, the new party means 
that our rich land—and our skills, 
brought here by immigrants from the 
Old World in the last 300 years— 
shall produce all that is needed to 
make the good life available to every 
law-abiding and industrious man and 
woman here, and their children, re* 
gardless of color, race or religion; 
and that these fruits of enterprise and 
labor shall not be so ill-divided that 
a few are glutted with a surfeit of 
luxuries while many who toil and 
sweat must for reasons beyond their 
control still go “ill-fed, ill-clothed and 
ill-housed.” 

The pioneers who first possessed 
the Atlantic seaboard and later 
pressed westward through the forests 
and the prairies, could win abun¬ 
dance by strength and industry, by 
the wide swing of the axe. the true 
aim of the flintlock, and the firm 
hand on the plow. There was op¬ 
portunity galore. Almost any man 
could get land for the asking or for 
a few dollars an acre, and become 

(Continued on page 29 1 
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The American Way 

an independent farmer. Am man 
could set up a little store in a new 
community and heroine a prosperous 
merchant as the town grew. Almost 
an) man could start a paper, estab¬ 
lish a factory or mill, or open a mine, 
and become an industrialist. 

This is no longer true. Millions of 
square miles ha\e been rendered use¬ 
less for human use and habitation b\ 
irresponsible deforestation and by 
erosion. The number of Tamil) farms 
dwindles yearly; every day hundreds 
of independent merchants and small 
mining, milling and manufacturing 
companies are forced out of business 
by the power of nionopol). centered 

in Wall Street. 

The relentless limitation of oppor¬ 
tunity. the shrinking of abundance 
for millions, the violences done to lib* 
ertv in defiance of the Constitution 
and in contempt of the tradition that 
began in 1776. the further threat 
against freedom in the ominous form 
of military rule, the denial of life 
itself to unnumbered victims of pov¬ 
erty. and the grave threat to all our 
lives in the probability of a war 
waged with atom bomb- and bacteria 
-—these developments, conditions and 
prospects now imperil the American 
Way of Life. 

The Progressive Party proposes to 
restore and safeguard and extend 
that W'ay—the emphasis is on the 
word “extend.” Nothing in nature 
stands still, and no more can human 
economic and social and political in¬ 
stitutions. Change is the key prin¬ 
ciple of the American Way—growth, 
adaptation, progress. Had it not been 
for that principle, the ISA would 
not exist—we would not now be de¬ 
bating the decisions made in an 
election: we would still be colonial 
subjects, or we wouldn’t be here at 
alb 

If we remembered more vividh 
what daring it took in 1776 to reject 
monarchy and form a republic, we 
would have less hesitation in reject¬ 
ing the National Association of Man¬ 
ufacturers’ notions of “free enter¬ 
prise/' and adopting measures more 
in keeping with today’s facts of life. 
We would not hesitate to defy the 
greatest power on earth—that of mo¬ 
nopoly corporations and cartels, 
whose agents have lately seized con¬ 
trol of the L.S. Government. 


I Continued from pug*' 26 ) 

Under Henry Wallace s leadership, 
the Progressive Party offers itself as 
a medium through which those who 
love their countn and are also in 
favor of their own rightful individual 
interests can express themselves po- 
litkalh ... in 19 V) . . - 1950 . . . 
in 1952, assuming that ihe “nexl war/ 
n >w being drummed up. won't destroy 
us all before then. 

We know now that we have estab¬ 
lished a firm foundation for the new 
parts under the leadership of Henry 
Wallace and Glen Taylor. Person¬ 
ally. 1 was not in this campaign only 
in reference to this year's election 
or because I think, as 1 do think, 
that Henry W allace is a great Ameri¬ 
can who should be in the W hite House 
in this crucial period. In the main, 

1 was in this campaign because, like 
Wallace and Taylor, like many other 
Americans. 1 became convinced that 
neither of the old parties is fit to deal 
with the profound crisis which is com¬ 
ing to a climax in these middle years 
of the 20th century. 1 am in this 
movement because I want to 'help 
build a new people's party that will 
be capable of coping with the crisis 
now comerging upon us and th^ rest 
of the world. 

T IKE many Americans, I am for- 
eign-born; and every once in a 
while I hear or read some remark to 
the effect that I have no right to be 
doing what I am doing—helping the 
growth of a new party which hopes 
to save the peace. Such remarks 
amuse me. It so happens that 1 have 
read rather extensively in American 
history, not as taught in most schools, 
but as it really happened; and I am' 
impressed by this fact—that in all 
crucial or climactic periods in the 
career of this country, the so-called 
foreigners played important roles. 

The Irish and German elements, for 
instance, were the big “foreign" 
groups around 1776. and it was they 
who became the backbone of General 
Washington's revolutionary arm). 
The Irish and German elements also 
furnished the mass support to Thomas 
Jefferson when he started a new pari) 
150 years ago. Jefferson did not tri¬ 
umph immediately (as Wallace 
didn’t) ; his supporters stood it with 
him until he did (as J hope we will 
^Continued on pap* 301 
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Delegate* join in ringing the National Anthem . 


The American Way 

with Wallace). The same was true 
again in the period of Andrew Jack- 
son, when American democracy took 
another long step forward. When 
Lincoln came along and started a new 
party, his most steadfast backing 
came from the numerous new-immi¬ 
grant groups—Germans, Finns, Poles, 
Scandinavians and others. 

This was quite natural. As new¬ 
comers who came here seeking lib¬ 
erty, abundance and opportunity, 
they had a more acute sense of what 
America professed, and they took 
American principles more seriously 
than many of the old-line Americans 
who had begun to be matter-of-fact, 
if not smug, about the country. As 
newcomers, they were somewhat out¬ 
side the mainstream of American life. 
By going behind the cause of Wash¬ 
ington, Jefferson, Jackson and Lin¬ 
coln, they became part of the main¬ 
stream. They promoted themselves 
from second-class citizens to first- 
class. It was Americanization at its 
very best. It made history, it enriched 
the traditions, it integrated the new 
Americans into the country as a 
whole. 

And it is quite natural, and very 
fortunate, that many of us in the 
new-immigrant groups have joined 
with many old-line Negro Americans, 
with many white Americans of the 
earlier immigration waves, with Hen¬ 
ry Wallace, in this movement to form 
a new party and make it competent to 
deal with the complex problems loom¬ 
ing before us. Many of us Slavic 
Americans already in 1946 and early 
in 1947, sensed that Henry Wallace 
was right, and we became part of the 
growing impulse to form a new party. 


(Continued from page 29) 

Regardless of what some of our oppo¬ 
nents have said, this fact is strictly 
and wonderfully in the American tra¬ 
dition. It is part of the Americaniza¬ 
tion process. It is according to the 
American Way. We are promoting 
ourselves from second-class to first- 
class citizenship. This is resented by 
some of the Americans of the older 
strains, the self-styled standard Amer¬ 
icans; but don’t let that worry you too 
much. They, too, are being American¬ 
ized or re-Americanized as you as- 
sunu your full rights and duties of 
citizenship. Americanism has its 
standards, to be sure; very high 
standards; but it is not anything rigid 
or dead; it is alive, vital, open to 
change and enrichment. 

Slavic Americans are part of the 
whole immense American dynamic 
which is as yet little understood, and 
is full of promises and dangers. By 
coming here, we of the new immigra¬ 
tion greatly complicated the Ameri¬ 
can civilization as it was. say, 90 or 
100 years ago. Most Slavic immi¬ 
grants became workers in the great 
industries, and now their energy is 
integral with the American scene as 
a whole. Most immigrants in the last 
100 years or so worked hard, many 
of them too hard at too little pay, and 
helped to create a complex industrial 
machine which, lest it overwhelm us. 
now needs intelligent handling and 
control. It is our duty to take an ac¬ 
tive interest in finding an approach 
to the immense industrial, economic 
and social problems facing us: for, 
let me repeat, our coming here and 
our labors in the last several decades 
have helped to create these problems. 

Most of us who came over were 


ordinary people. But in the new im¬ 
migration waves were also some ex¬ 
traordinary human beings. There 
was, for instance, a man of genius, 
Nikola His numerous inven¬ 

tions now are one of the most impor¬ 
tant factors in the immense American 
industrial scheme which throbs with 
the high promises that pulsated 
through Tesla’s brain, but which are 
also full of dangers. Personally, as 
one who happens to be proud of be¬ 
ing of the same background as was 
Tesla, I feel it is my special duty to 
help do what is necessary to insure 
that Tesla’s work, as well as the work 
of ordinary men and women, will 
go into the fulfillment of promises in 
our American Way of Life, rather 
than contribute to the catastrophe 
now threatening. 

N 1942, Henry Wallace made his 
famous speech on “The Century 
of the Common Man. 1 ’ Nikola Tesla, 
who was a very uncommon man, pub¬ 
licly endorsed that speech in glowing 
terms. And I think that I speak not 
only for myself, but also for Tesla, 
when I assert that the American Way 
of Life is not the way of incredibly 
greedy monopoly profits and prohibi¬ 
tive prices for the necessities of life. 
Look at this picture: Millions of men 
in their best years who fought and 
suffered, many of whom will carry 
greater or lesser disabilities to their 
graves— veterans to whom we said 
“Nothing is too good for you’'—are 
unable to secure homes of minimum 
decency and convenience. Their fami¬ 
lies cannot be adequately fed with 
meat at 70tf to $1.20 a pound. What¬ 
ever wage increases they may secure 
(Continued on pope 32» 
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comments 
from our readers 




Dear Editor: 

Our small club of eight members, from a small 
mining community in Pennsylvania, until re¬ 
cently was known as the Rural Ridge Busy Knit¬ 
ters Club. We are now a chapter of the Con¬ 
gress of American Women. 

We have only fifteen dollars in our treasury 
and out of this we are sending vou $10, be¬ 
cause of our desire to contribute to the work you 
are doing. 

May it help in some way towards The Slavic 
American's fight for freedom and democracy. 

Anna/tominac , Pres. 

Anne Kondrick. Secy . 

Julia Pukavina . Treas. 
Kural Ridge . Pa. 


Dear Editor: 

I send you post haste my renewal subscription 
for The Slavic American . 

In all sincerity—keep up the good work for 
you are doing an excellent job in the struggle 
against fascism. 

I never miss an issue. 

Rev. Eliot White 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Editor: 

How about more profiles on Slavic American 
writers and scientists like Nikola Tesla? The 
field for this type of material is virtually endless. 

Anion Markulic 
Los Angeles. Calii. 

(See page 13 — Ed.) 
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through their unions, increased living 
costs still stay one jump ahead of 
them. 

He of the Progressive Party say 
this is not the American Way of Life. 
And “we” includes great numbers of 
ex-Gls and young workers, old-stock 
Americans and immigrants: Ameri¬ 
cans of all breeds and backgrounds. 

If all Americans are employed at 
better than mere-existence wages or 
are engaged in business or profes¬ 
sional activities at a reasonable com¬ 
pensation; if all Americans are well 
clothed and fed; if all Americans 

are secure instead of uncertain and 

worried, as the majority are today, 
there will be no war. The Hearsts. 
Peglers, Forrestals and Bullitts won’t 
get to first base in trying to prop¬ 
agandize us into fear and hate of 
other countries which are emerging 
out of backwardness and. because of 
their different historic experiences, 
are attempting a different system for 
providing benefits and opportunities 
for their citizens. 
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W by go to war to keep others from 
having their way of life? We in the 
Wallace movement, in the Progressive 
Party, insist on peace in order to keep 
the American W ay of Life. If our ap¬ 
proach prevails in time, there will be 
no war and Russia will be no danger 
to America, to the American W ay of 
Life. The chief danger to this coun¬ 
try and to our institutions under the 
Constitution lies in our present high- 
level politicians and wire-pullers who 
have raised the cry of Communism 
and of the Russian menace as a 
smokescreen to neutralize any pos¬ 
sible militancy on the part of labor, 
to scare us in the new-immigrant 
groups, to frighten the Negroes, and 
to confuse the people generally so 
they won’t be able to figure out who 
or what is responsible for high living 
costs. Henry W allace clearly means 
what he says; so he and his active 
supporters were smeared, lest too 
many voters vote for him and in theii 
own interest. 

The old-line politicians and wire¬ 


pullers and their propagandists are 
not afraid of Communism, but of 
American democracy and of the 
American people; of the people get¬ 
ting wise to themselves and demand¬ 
ing a return to the American W ay of 
Life—the Way defined in the Decla¬ 
ration of Independence and the Con¬ 
stitution of the United States. 

That's what they are afraid of . . . 
that's what ne Progressives stand for 
. . . and that's what will prevail if you 
and I. all of us and all of our neigh¬ 
bors wherever we come from, do 
everything in our power io build the 
new party that has come into being 
around the personality and political 
philosophy of Henry Wallace. We, all 
of us, will have to do all we can in 
this post-election period to make of 
the Progressive Party a party capable 
of saving the country and helping to 
bring about a world in which the 
American Way of Life will include 
not warlike antagonism, but construc¬ 
tive interest in the ways of life in 
other countries. 
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reference report tha t indices of the Hew “fort Office be ohecked against the 
he persona 


S17i\KDS1NOVICH first eane to the attention of the 
Bureau in January, 1943, after the death of NIKOLA TESLA, one of the world’s 
outstanding scientists in the eleotrlcal field. During his lifetime, TESLA 
conducted many experiments in connection with the wireless transmission of 
electrical power and Just prior to Ms death, was interested In what Is 
commonly called the "death-ray* 

The notes and records of TESLA'a experiments and formulae, 
together with designs of machinery necessary for their operation, were re* 
ported to be among TESLA'e personal effects, after his death. <9%^ 

It was reported that KOSANOVICH claimed to be a nephew 
of TESLA, and he attempted to secure possession of TESLA's personal effects, 
and hired a private locksmith to gain access to TESLA’s possessions* The 
Bureau was Interested because of the supposedly vital importance of TESLA’s 
inventions end the desire to keep them out of enemy hands,* as one informant 
Maintains that KQ5AN0VICH was pro-Axis in his sympathies. The matter was later 
handled as an alien enemy, custodial detention natter end no further In¬ 
vestigation conducted by this office.ffv 

The Bureau advised by letter of January 21, 1943, that 
its files revealed confidential Information concerning NIKOLA TESLA and his 
inventions and advised that one NIcaLA\TESLA, who might be identical with 
NIKOLA TESLA, made a speech in Springfield, Massachusetts on July 4, 1922' 
under the auspices of the Friends of Soviet fiussia 


Massachusetts on July 4, 1922 
Bussia. fST/j 
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In 1945, me talked to a Private Bloyce Fitsgerald, 
who stated he had been associated with Tesla, and that the Amy 
believed that Tesla's "death ray" is the only defense against 
atom bombs • 


It was very clear we had no responsibility for Tesla’s 
effects, that the Alien Property Custodian seised them and we 
learned later that Naval authorities made microfilms of all hie 
papers . / 


Kosanovich communicated with the Bureau on March 29, 
1950, and under date of April 3, 1950, in response to his request 
for the microfilms of the papers of Tesla, who was a relative of 
Kosanovich, we advised Kosanovich that this Bureau had never been 
in possession of Tesla's papers . 



Senator^^^^^^Bfurnished the Bureau five communications 
received from a which pertained primarily to 
AbrahahrSpane1.Thisvndividual mentioned the FBI at length in 
these communications, pointing out that Mr • Foxworth had been 
called in on the Tesla oase but was killed shortly thereafter « He 
further stated that he was associated with Fitsgerald and as such 
came in touch with Tesla • He stated the FBI investigated this 
matter but their hands were tied, that there was nothing the FBI 
could do a s they had been stopped from a higher level, that 

the FBI Agent he dealt with, resigned and requested 
never to discuss the matter with him again, that 
wife and family to constder and that the last hope was 
Congress • These communications were furnished to the Department 
on September 19, 1950 . 
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duty 


did have an Agent 


resigned 


who entered on 


does not 


we have ever interview 


allegatione 


The file 
on the basis 


1 should see what specifics iwwta* I 

think we can tell hin on the Tesla papers that when they were 
reported to u$ y the Department stated that the Alien Property 
Custodian was going to seise the papers and that we learned Spanel 
had called t he^ War Depar t ment a bout the papers fallina into the 
wrong hands . " 
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IT. 01*nn 
IT. Ladd ' 
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ir. Rome 
IT. Tracy 
I*. Oaraon 






. .Art ; r 


IT* Hendon 
*/ Ptnr.in 


*r # lyon af ths State Depart® ent info need p* Boach that ha ^ 
obtained * note frcn Colonel Qrcabach, Special Intelligence, Bar Departne 
concerning the above mentioned'individual. Mr* ljo» nee of the opinion 

that the inforaation supplied by Colonel orcBbacb ujy be of intereet to 
the Bureau* J / 


lhe infomation aa obtained fron Oolonelnronbach by Hr, Lyon 
is quoted as.followsi . vl ^ 






RECOlttEKDAHON 


It is suggested this memoranda be referred to the Internal Security 
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administrator, but he has considerable respect for him in many ways*, 
believes that KOSANOVIC emphasized to the Yugoslav government that he 
(KOSANOVIC), would be especially effective as Ambassador because he w 
a nephew of TESLA (mentioned above) and a friend of Mayo r la GUARDI A, 
and other influential persons in this country., 
























-750 (Rev. 12-14-88) 


XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 

XXXXXX 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file, 
statements, where indicated, explain this deletion. 


One or more of the following 


Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregate material 
available for release to you. 


Section 552 


m 

(b)(1) 

□ 

□ 

(b)(2) 

□ 

□ 

(b)(3) 

□ 



□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

(b)(4) 

□ 

□ 

(b)(5) 

□ 

□ 

(b)(6) 



Section 552a 


(b)(7)(A) 

□ 

(d)(5) 

(b)(7)(B) 

□ 

(j)(2) 

(b)(7)(C) 

□ 

00(1) 

(b)(7)(D) 

□ 

(h)(2) 

(b)(7)(E) 

□ 

(h)(3) 

(b)(7)(F) 

□ 

(h)(4) 

(b)(8) 

□ 

(h)(5) 

(b)(9) 

□ 

P 

(h)(6) 

(h)(7) 


□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your 
request. 

□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only, 

ED Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred 
to that agency(ies) for review' and direct response to you. 

_Pages contain information furnished by another Government agencv(ies). You will be 

advised by the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation 
with the other agency(ies). 

_Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):_ 


D For your information: 


□ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
X DELETED PAGE(S) X 
X NO DUPLICATION FEE X 
X FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

FBI/DOJ 



P pprH F crm 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Reporting Office 

WASHINGTON FIELD 

TITLE OF CASE 


Office of Origin 


curttMj 


% 

(O 

Applleant, Fan American Union, 
Washington, D. C. 


Investigative Period 

2/19-3/15/6 v 



3/28/60 

Report made by 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

LOYALTY OF EMPLOYEES OF THE UNITES 
NATIONS ANL OTHER PUBLIC IKTERNATIO: 
ORGANIZATIONS 




REFERENCE 


Bulet dated 2/15/60; 

Bu airtels dated 2/25 and 3/10/60; A '- 5 - 

Seattle airtel dated 2/26/60; t?: ... 

Baltimore airtels dated 2/27 and 3/4/60: 
Norfolk airtel dated 3/1/60; 

San Francisco airtel dated 3/3/60; 

New York airtels dated 2/26, 3/3,4,10/60 
Chicago airtel dated 3/5/60; 

Springfield airtel dated 3/6/60; 

New Haven airtel dated 3/9/60. 


to- y< 
i oeq. ULC 

! m 1 mk 


0>XtXP 


t-i'p 





pies made; , 


Special Agent 
In Charge 


- Bureau (138-4457) (Enc/0/-^*f 

- Washington Field (138-4085)”' - 




oc CSC 



Do not write in spaces below 


uK ^M ~ 


4 MAY 24 I960 




93 


lij 




jperty of FBI This report is loaned to you by the FBI. and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside agency to which loaned 

☆ U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1905 o — 344750 


SU& 










jOi (Rev. 3-3-50) 




UNITED STATES DEPART^ENl^pF JUSTIC. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy (O: 


Report of: -- .--.»-e^OKie«: Washington, D. C. .^ 

Field Office File No.: 138-4085 Bureou File No.: 133-4457 

pplicant, Pan American Union,nL) i utaM 

Washington, D. C. V * c \ _ - » 

Cfcowcter: LOYALTY OF EMPLOYEES OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND OTHER PUBLIC 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 






on various occasions 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 

its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 







in Yugoslav matters, Yugoslav progr?* s in eng .‘Ting , an. 
tnej.x advances in equipment. He salt he .w as also desirou c 
of making the acquaintance of HIKOLA^SESTa. who was an out 
standing Yugos lav scien tist aritf~one of the founde 
Westingnouse 



He said KOSANOVIC wa 


not a great administrator, but ho has considerable recoect for 
in many ways, Hc_ believes that KOSANCYI3 emphas 
jgoslav government that he (KOSnh'CVIC), v;ou 1 d be especially 
effective as Ambassador because he was a newphew of TESLa 
( mentioned above) and a friend of Mayor LA GUARDIA. and ‘Other 
influenti al persons in this country 










